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Chapel Car Emmanuel, one of thirteen American chapel cars that followed the
transcontinental railroad lines westward, brought the gospel and the sacra-
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CHAPTER 7
Glad Tidings, deross the Prairigs and Plains
To Bugnas Nugvas, drizona

American Baptist Publication Society Car #3, Glad Tidings, spent many
years siding at railroad towns across the greater Midwest before heading
into retirement in the Southwest. [America Baptist Historical Society, Mercer
University, Atlanta]

estled in soft blankets, the baby swung in a hammock between the two

berths as chapel car Glad Tidings rolled through the Iowa countryside.

From the lower berth, her mother monitored the arc of the swing with

her hand, and her father watched apprehensively from above. But it
did not take long for the Charles Herbert Rusts to discover that a chapel car was
no place to raise a baby.

The Reverend and Mrs. Rust were newly-weds at the dedication of chapel car
Glad Tidings. The young couple, like thousands at Saratoga, New York, had de-
cided to visit the new chapel car at the station of the Delaware and Hudson Rail-
road on May 25, 1894. There they found the Reverend E. B. Edmunds, a mission-
ary from Wisconsin, in charge. “He was trying to cook some oatmeal for break-
fast on a stove that did not seem to have any heating power. As we met him, he
said, ‘I have been over an hour trying to get a little lunch here.’” As we passed
out the door, I exclaimed, ‘Well, I rather pity the missionaries who are to live on



on that very car.” Little did we think that in four months we would be the mis-
sionaries,” Reverend Rust said.'

This third Baptist car built by the Barney & Smith Car Company was a gift of
William Hills, head of the Hills Brothers Company, a member of the chapel car
Syndicate from the Mount Morris Baptist Church of New York City. The car was
given upon the condition that matching funds be raised for the building of the
fourth car, Good Will, by the close of 1894.

Rain drenched the exposed sections of the Saratoga depot and dampened
the enthusiasm of the large crowd gathered for the chapel car’s dedication. In
his address, shortened because of the inclement weather, Reverend W. C. Bitting,
D. D. of New York declared, “Well may the whirling of its wheels, the hum of its
hurry, and the whiz of its speed express the strength of sacred impulses to hear
the ‘Glad Tidings’ to others. This work is all the sweeter because these wheels
will rest from their revolutions, not in the crowded cities where church spires
rise, but in the desert spots where the weary advance guard of our national life
is struggling with the slow soil in the tired hope of winning new victories for our
loved land.”

Crowded under a canopy of bobbing umbrellas,
the delegates heard the secretary of the publications
society, the Reverend Robert G. Seymour, proclaim,
“It is time for the revival of old methods harnessed
to new forces. We are not going back to pedestrian-
ism [Sic] or ox-carts, the age is of steam and electric-
ity. But we need to rest in the power of the old
methods pushed forward by steam and electricity . .
. . It is a startling fact, to which careful students of
religious statistics will agree, that more than one-
third of our sixty-two million of people in the United
States are outside of and unreached by the orga-
nized churches.”?

After the dedication, Boston Smith, who had
heard about the Rusts, hopped on a train and came
to the Warren Avenue Baptist Church in Boston,
where Rust, a graduate of Gordon Bible School, was
serving as assistant pastor. After asking the young
Reverend Charles Rustand | cqyple to consider becoming missionaries on Glad
y:;:sb;LdE;:;‘éTCIc::agL g | Tidings and having prayer, Boston left the young
Tidings with devotion and | Ccouple, giving them three months to make their de-

distinction. [American Bap- cision.
tist Historical Society, MUA]

The last days of the time were fast going, ac-
cording to Charles Rust. The matter had to be settled. “Mrs. Rust went to one

! Rev. C. H. Rust, A Church on Wheels (Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society,
1905), 3.

% The Colporter (July, 1894): 3.



room and I went to another. On our knees we told the Lord we would go any-
where he would have us go; we only wanted to be sure. One verse, Isaiah 1:19,
kept coming before me—‘If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of
the land.” We came together and expressed our mutual convictions that God
wanted us to go and we were willing.”

Newly-weds Begin Lbife on Glad Tidings

When the Rusts became the missionaries on Glad Tidings, they learned to
appreciate their new home, which had been on a siding waiting for their arrival.

“It is a handsome car and certainly a worthy addition to any train. It is sev-
enty-seven feet long and eleven feet wide. On the top of the side you see the
words ‘Chapel Car’ and in the center of the side the name ‘Glad Tidings,” both
in gold. There is an eaves-trough on the roof with hose attachment, so that the
water tanks can be filled with soft water during the greater part of the year.
Under the car you will find boxes to hold thirty-five hundred pounds of coal,
storm sash and screens, oil stove and oven, and provisions and books and
tracts. A ladder, storm door and four screen doors are hanging under the

floor.””

Like most people, the Rusts were amazed at the
compactness of the living quarters. “As we step from
the chapel toward the living rooms we find ourselves in
a miniature parsonage, 18 feet long and 10 feet wide. In
this space we have a bedroom with two berths, a dining
room with table, a study with typewriter, desk and
library, a kitchen with range and closet, an ice chest,
pantry, wardrobe, toilet room, and heater to heat the
entire car with.” The couple would soon discover that
the Baker heater would become the source of many
perturbed letters to chapel car officials."

Rust would relate, “People in Boston told us that we
could never endure the blizzards and cold of the West. Mrs. Rust adapted to
They pictured the sufferings that we would certainly their chapel car home,

have to pass through. And I confess all was very dark to and twgiblues were
born during their serv-

us, because we had never been west of New York, and ice on Glad Tidings.
while I knew Chicago and Minneapolis were excellent [ABHS, MUA]
cities, yet what we might find west of them frightened

us.””

After filling the chapel car pantry with supplies, the young couple started
their adventure west in the early fall of 1894. Operating along the lines of the

3 Rust, 8-9.
* Ibid.

> Rust, 6.



Northern Pacific and Wisconsin Central roads, their first stop was Brainerd,
Minnesota, where Boston Smith had stopped in 1891. In 1890 the Northern Pa-
cific had just initiated building wooden boxcars at the huge shops located there.
As a result of ensuing costs, foreclosure proceedings had begun, but the com-
pany survived by reorganization as the Northern Pacific Railway Company. In
1895 it was still the busy focal point of the community. Because of the switching
of engines in the busy yards, Mrs. Rust found sleeping in the chapel car, which
was parked in the freight yards, was almost impossible.

At Staples, the Rusts were stationed behind the coal chute, and workers
loaded the engines all night. They got little rest. “If this had continued in every
town we would have been obliged to get a room outside, but in the small towns
we were not bothered as much,” Rust related. The success of the meetings at
Staples compensated for the inconvenience of the lost rest. “God came with
Glad Tidings to Staples, and the Holy Spirit accompanied the word with power.
The town was stirred to its depths, and sinners were soon on their knees crying
before God. A Sunday school was organized with forty-four members the first
day and was added to right along—fathers, mothers, and their children studying
the word together.” ¢

After a shop stop in St. Paul, where storm windows were installed, and visits
to several Minnesota and North Dakota settlements, the Rusts found Bismarck,
the North Dakota capitol, a bustling town. The division of the Dakotas had just
occurred in 1889. Settlers flooded into the Dakotas from 1878 to 1886, but few
ventured west of the Missouri River until the surrender of Sitting Bull in 1881,
and then they came. Situated on the Missouri River, Bismarck was the stopping
place for many immigrants—the Scandinavians, the Germans and the Russians
were the most represented. The 1895 census for the Dakotas showed 19, 257
from Norway, 7,746 from Sweden, and 4,369 from Denmark; from Germany,
18,188, and from Russia, 12,398.7

One of the Baptists in Bismarck wrote after the car’s visit, “The chapel car
Glad Tidings in charge of Mr. and Mrs. Rust has visited our city. Mr. Rust
preached the gospel and the sweet singing rendered by Mrs. Rust was most at-
tractive. Two more consecrated disciples of our Lord have never visited our city,
and this young Sodom has had the greatest shaking up spiritually that I have
witnessed in about twelve years. There soon was not room in the car to hold
those who were interested.”

Rust talked about typical Minnesota and North Dakota towns in 1895.

In most of these little towns an immense amount of business is done, as
the merchants have to supply the country for miles around. As a rule we sel-
dom visit a town that has more than five hundred people in it, and in a great
many instances only thirty, forty, seventy-five, and one hundred. In these
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smaller places there are no churches nor Sunday-schools as arule. . ..

These North Dakota towns have no saloons, but just as soon as you get
across the line into Minnesota you see saloons by wholesale. In one of these
towns which we visited in September, 1895, with only five hundred population,
there were twelve saloons, and these in a line within five blocks. Sometimes
there is a steady stream of men traveling across the line from North Dakota to
Minnesota to get their drinks. I have seen the train on the Great Northern come
into one of these Minnesota towns from across the North Dakota prairies, with
its load of harvesters on their way to the Eastern cities, and I have seen fully
thirty men jump from the train, hardly waiting for it to stop, and rush to the
saloons to get their whiskey. s

On sight, people had a problem of figuring out what the chapel cars were.
One time the Rusts were sidetracked at a large division point and some traveling
salesmen were standing on the platform at the station. They were gazing very
intently upon the car, and Rust heard them say: “Glad Tidings, Glad Tidings,
that must be the pay car.”®

Other reactions to the car were less amusing, for many elements did not
welcome the presence of a church on rails in their town. Rust recalled one time
when as day was breaking and he had gone outside to fill his coal bucket, he
looked up and there in bright red paint, someone had sprawled “Cattle Car” over
a thirty-foot area. As the paint was still wet, he was able to remove it with much
scrubbing.'’

Rust often spoke of his work with the railroad men in the shops along the
lines in Minnesota, the Dakotas, and Nebraska and Iowa. “I think I can safely say
that there is never a meeting without some railroad men in it. I could give you
letters from section-men, brakemen, conductors, dispatchers, wire agents, and
many others who have been saved and blessed because of the meetings in Glad
Tidings.” This phase of the work was appreciated by the general managers and
division superintendents all along the line . . ..”I remember writing to an agent in
a town where we had once been sidetracked asking him if he could give me the
same trackage again; I received a message in a day or two which read like this:
‘Dear Mr. Rust; your letter at hand. You may have any track you want but the
main line; if that will not do, I will make one that will.””*!

Railroad Ministry Vital to Chapgel Cars
During the 1880s the railroad network of the United States grew to 93,671
miles, equal to seventy percent of the mileage built in the preceding half cen-

8 Missions, April 1910, 278.
9 Anniversary Report of the American Baptist Publication Society, Pittsburg, Pa., 1897, 22.
10 Rust, 9.

“Anniversary Report, 1897, 23.



tury. Along with the growth of the railroad came an increase of workers. In 1895
there were employed in the United States 873,602 railroad employees."

The chapel car workers held services for these men in yards and shops
mid-day and mid-night. Rust handed out cards saying “Come just as you are.”
Bare-armed, dirty, work clothed, they came—by the thousands. Rust related
that he stood at the door of the chapel car and grasped the hand of each man.

“Look at this man who is reaching up now in some haste. He is the engi-
neer of a stationary engine in the shop. He has been in the car each noon, but
cannot stay to the entire service, as he is obliged to run to his engine to blow
the whistle at 12:45. He hardly can part with the missionary, and says in part-
ing: ‘God alone knows what the chapel car has meant to me. I have not been in
church for years, but you have brought the church to me.” "

Glad Tidings traveled many miles on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
route. From 1880-1905, the CB & Q colonization plan brought hundreds from
England, Scotland, Sweden, and Germany to Illinois, lowa, and Nebraska. Unlike
earlier disregard for religious life on behalf of some railroad enterprises, the CB
& Q Railroad encouraged whole religious communities to come, bringing their
pastors. At Crete, Nebraska, the railroad helped start a Congregationalist col-
lege, and since no church was present in the town, the railroad offered the de-
pot as a meetinghouse with rail commissioner Harris as Sunday school superin-
tendent.

At Harvard, where there was no depot, the CB & Q sidetracked a coach every
Sunday for use as a chapel. Colonies of Russo-Mennonites, Bohemians, Yankee
Congregationalists, a band of New England temperance advocates, and thou-
sands of Scotch Presbyterians came to Harvard encouraged by the railroad. In
Iowa the Burlington fostered colonies of Swedish Lutherans, Methodists, and
Welsh Episcopalians, French Icarians, and Catholics. From its beginning, the Bur-
lington tried to promote the community as a whole and safeguard its well-being.

Rust believed that the success of the chapel cars on the rail lines depended
mainly on the personal character of the railroad official with whom the mission-
ary had to deal. “If that man is a conscientious Christian, or recognizes the
moral benefit derived from Christ’s teachings being inculcated in the minds of
his men, he will be much more favorably impressed with the chapel car than one
who has no tolerance for religion. Let me add, however, that there had never
been a time previous to the present when railroad companies were so free to
recognize the demand and need for moral character among their employees as
today. They are enforcing rules regarding drinking and frequenting saloons that
would not have been tolerated a few years ago.” **

Many times, rail officials and others were mistaken about the financial
situation of the cars, as Rust discovered. “I was in the office of an official of a

12 Anniversary Report, 1897, 23.
13 Anniversary Report of the American Baptist Publication Society, 1901, Springfield, Mass., 48.

4 Rust, 15.



This Train [s Bound For Glory, Glad Tidings

very large Western system not long ago. During our conversation he said, ‘Why
you have a great deal of wealth back of your chapel car, haven’t you?’ 1 an-
swered, ‘No, sir. We depend entirely upon the contributions from churches and
individuals.” ‘Oh yes,’” he said, ‘I recognize that, but there is one particular indi-
vidual, is there not?’ He believed that a certain wealthy and prominent Baptist
layman [John D. Rockefeller] was forwarding the money to pay our bills.”"

Without a pass on a rail line, the missionaries would have to pay, even if the
car had permission to travel on that line. The annual passes given to the mis-
sionaries by a rail line usually read something like “Pass C. H. Rust and assis-
tant.” They were good on any train on that line. “We are very careful never to
abuse our privileges in any way. The railway companies trust us, and we surely
want them to continue to do so. We have had people come to us a number of
times and ask if they could not ride with us. One man wanted us to put him un-
der the seats. Our answer is always ‘No.”” '

It was important to keep the good will of the railroad officials. Hauling the
chapel cars did not bother the officials as much as how they could allow the car
to be on a sidetrack for any length of time without seriously hindering them in
the prosecution of their business. Rust explained that the companies charged
two dollars for every twenty-four hours after the first forty-eight hours that a
loaded box car was left on the track, often times ten dollars for a theater or cir-
cus car. “Thus you see
that the railroads are
very considerate to al-
low us to stay at all. It
is only because of their
desire to do all they can
to help a good cause.”

Since  siding the
chapel cars could cause
problems, Rust found a
solution that would work
for other chapel car mis-
sionaries as well. He con-
ferred with officials and
asked them if they could
have their section men
build a short spur from
the side-track and run the

Railroad officials soon recognized how important provid-

ing spiritual instruction was in the efficiency of rail op- car on to it, then swing the
eration. [A Church On Wheels, Rev. C. H. Rust, Norman side track back into place
Thomas Taylor Collection] and leave the chapel car

on rails of its own, out

5 Ihid., 17.

16 Ibid., 18.



of the way of all traffic. “In answer to my request, orders were given to have it
done. It costs the company about eight dollars to build the track and take it up
again when we leave town. We have offered to pay for it but they have never
sent any bill yet, and they have done this for us many times.”

lsife On Chapel Car Cozy But Cramped

Life on Glad Tidings was often described as “cozy,” maybe even too cozy.
Rust explained, “We were always in each other’s way. At the end of the first
three months we had num-
berless bruises, because of
our running into sharp cor-
ners and things in general.
Once when rushing from the
parsonage to the chapel I
struck my heard so hard on
the small closet near the
door, that I dropped to the
floor like a felled ox and al-
most lost consciousness.”

Glad Tidings was cou-
pled on the tail end of a long
freight train one day when
Mrs. Rust said, “Put up the
table for dinner, please, we
are about ready.” Reverend
Rust started to get the table,

Railroad workers would seldom have seen a woman
hanging diapers on the platform of a rail car. This .
would have been a common sight for those workers when the train gave a sud-

who labored along the Glad Tidings siding at den lurch and knocked him
Wheeler, Wisconsin. [A Church On Wheels, Rev. C. H. against his desk, jamming
Rust, Norman Thomas Taylor Collection] his hand. That dinner was

sent from the kitchen stove,
away under the desk in the library. At another time Mrs. Rust was getting break-
fast on the oil stove. “I saw a switch engine coming, and was sure it was going to
strike hard. I rushed in and in Yankee style yelled, ‘Look out, Bertha, it’s com-
ing.” She looked out the window to see what was coming, and just then an en-
gine struck the car, and away went the entire breakfast on the kitchen floor.”

Home life on the chapel car was often disturbed. “You never know just what
is to happen. If the car is not on a special spur of its own it must be switched
nearly every day and night. During one night last summer we were switched five
times, and handled quite roughly. I remember that my head was severely banged
against the end of my berth. The railroad men always handle the car as quietly
as possible, but when it is between freight cars and these cars must be switched,
then ours must be handled with the others.”"”

7 Ihid. 26.



Frequently the chapel car missionary wives handled major portions of the
work, especially when the husband was ill or had to be away from the car. In
most situations when the wife was on the car, she would be responsible for
children’s and women’s work, singing and playing the organ, some book work,
and the general housekeeping of the car. Wives who had small children stayed
at home and saw their husbands only when they were in the area, sometimes
spending vacations on the car. Rust remembers the agony of hearing his little
daughter Ruth say on one of his infrequent trips home, “How long are you going
to stay, Papa?” In several cases, older school children would be left with family
members, seeing their parents only on breaks. Frequently young adult children
would assist their parents on the cars, generally with musical talents.

Chapel car life was especially difficult for the missionary wives. They had
practically no privacy, and that was exceedingly
hard for Mrs. Rust. They were seldom given the
opportunity to be alone. Mrs. Rust had no room or
closet she could call her own—no dresser on
which to lay pins, ribbons, and numerous other
belongings. The only place was her husband’s
desk, and he needed that for other things. “It was
good discipline for us and tested our religion,” Mr.
Rust said. “We prayed for special grace and wis-
dom every day in our endeavor to fit into the de- ] |
mands of the place and the work.”

Wheeler, Wisconsin, on the Wisconsin Central,
was sometimes referred to as “Guzzler’s Glory,” as
town life seemed to center around the saloons.
The Rusts found no church of any kind in 1897,
although chapel car Evangel had visited there sev-
eral years earlier. But crowds came to the chapel ! E :

. . five babies born during
car. With the thermometer ranging from zero to chapel car service. When
thirty below, people would walk four or five miles | the second child was born,
and back, and some would drive in a dozen miles Mrs. Rust moved into a
or more. One woman, a member of the Methodist | home in the St. Paul area. It
church in the East, said that for the first twelve V:gi:‘;waa;}'rfﬁ; t;':vz?.lhy
years after she was brought west, she only heard Rust. [A Church On Wheels,

one sermon and that was at a funeral. ' Rev. C. H. Rust, Norman
Thomas Taylor Collection]

The Rust girls were two of

After several visits, a Sunday school was
started, and it grew and grew. The Rusts hoped that this faithful band would
develop into a Baptist church.

Baptist church started one hundred years ago. It was a bright Wisconsin Sab-

ln early September of 1997, we visited the town of Wheeler, eager to find the
bath as we drove into Wheeler and looked down the street of this town of about

8cow. Meacham, “Three Weeks on a Chapel Car,” brochure, ABPS, MUA.

10



five hundred people. The old, now empty storefronts were still there. Things had
not changed too much since 1897 and 1898 when Glad Tiding was last there.

We saw the spire of a well-kept church with quite a crowd of cars in the park-
ing lot. The Baptist Church, we hoped, but the sign said Wheeler Lutheran. Just
around the bend on Church Street, we saw another small church. The Baptist
Church, we hoped. The sign said Wheeler United Methodist. Disappointed, we
turned away from the building and began another search for the Baptist Church.

After circling the town, and in the absence of a Baptist church, we decided to
worship with the Methodists. The members warmly greeted us, and when we
asked one if there was a Baptist church in town, the response was “No, not since
I've lived here, and I've lived here all my life.” Before settling into the pew, my
husband whispered, “Look at the front of the church.” On the wall hung a huge
banner, emblazoned with the Methodist flame symbol, and beneath it was a sil-
houette of a chapel car. We looked at each other in astonishment.

After the service, as we queried members about the chapel car influence, we
were shown a scrapbook with pictures of Glad Tidings and members of the
church—only it wasn’t a church then, it was a Sunday School. That Sunday
School started by chapel car Glad Tidings and the Rusts developed into an Evan-
gelical, then a United Brethren Church, and then into the United Methodist
Church.

How happy we were that we had been led to worship with the Methodists in
Wheeler on that Sunday morning.

“Panger Signals” lesson Taken To teart

Black smoke spiraling into
the sky was a frequent and
frightening sight for folks all
throughout the chapel cars’
range. At Plainfield, Wisconsin,
a center of country trade in
the Potato Belt, many home-
steads had been destroyed,
along with churches and whole
town blocks, as dry haystacks
burst into flames fanned by
the wind. The Rusts came in
1898 to help revitalize the

church.
Reverend Rust taught the children how dangerous
the saloons in town were, and the children took The always-present danger
his words at heart writing “Danger” on the doors to the towns was not fire but
of the saloons, like this one near where Glad Tid- the influence of the saloons. In
ings was sided. A Church On Wheels, Rev. C. H. one Wisconsin town. Reverend
Rust, Norman Thomas Taylor Collection .

Rust had been giving a talk on

“Danger Signals” to a carload

11



of children. The town was “full of wickedness, and there were saloons and beer
barrels all around us.” He told the children that he wished they could write
“danger” (in their minds) over every saloon in the city. They went from that car
and taking chalk, wrote “DANGER” on the doors of the saloon, on the sidewalk
in front of the saloons, and also upon the beer storage houses."

Rust discussed the early problems facing the chapel cars.

There were many questions in the minds of the denomination when the
Publication Society accepted the first chapel car. It was considered by some to
be the result of the dreaming of an impractical mind; by others it was styled a
“white elephant,” by others “Uncle Boston’s Toy,” and even the most enthusias-
tic questioned its permanent usefulness under the most favorable conditions. It
certainly was an experiment.

It was one thing to have a car [rail chapel car]; it was another to get it
hauled. If it could not be hauled at a small sum per mile how could it be used?
And when we consider the fact that the universal price charged by railroad
companies for hauling a car is fifty-four cents a mile, and that those who gave
the first car, although being railroad officials, would not guarantee to use their
influence toward getting reduced rates for the car, what could the most san-
guine expect?zo

When the second daughter was born, the Rusts established a home in the St.
Paul area where Mrs. Rust and the children spent most of the time. Without his
helper wife, Rust needed assistance on the car. Mr. C. W. Meacham helped out
during 1897 and 1898 and at Frazee, Minnesota, Rust had another helper on the
car, a young bachelor, Arthur Isaac Tipton. Two sisters were baptized during
that stay and came frequently to the car for services. Tipton returned in June
1901 to marry one of them, Mabel Adele Weymouth, affectionately called Della.
In later years Mr. and Mrs. Tipton served as colporters in Wyoming with their
buggy and their span of black horses, Dick and Dock. The fairy tale beginning
did not have such a beautiful ending though as Mrs. “Della” Tipton was para-
lyzed in childbirth during their term of service in Wyoming.

The Nebegamon Enterprise, April 29, 1899, reported that “The Chapel Car
‘Glad Tidings’ was sidetracked at this place Saturday evening last, and has re-
mained during the week.” Mr. W. F. Fitch, General Manager of the Duluth, South
Shore & Atlantic, received a letter of appreciation for the car.

Dear Sir:
The people of Lake Nebagamon in meeting assembled last evening, voted

9 Rust, 57.
20 Ibid. 13.

2 Letter from Margaret Hargrave to Mrs. Dorothy A. Martin, Board of Education and Publica-
tion, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, dated July 21, 1971, ABHS, MUA.
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to have me extend to you their hearty thanks, for the benefit and pleasure de-
rived from the chapel Car “Glad Tidings”, under the able management of Mis-
sionary C. H. Rust, and brought over your lines to this place, and hope that they
will again be allowed the pleasure of another visit from the car in the near fu-
ture.

In behalf of the people of Lake Negagamon, C. G. Towne, Agent22

From Lake Nebegamon, the Nebegamon Enterprise reported May 13 that the
car was taken to West Superior, where Rust won many friends. Between 1890
and 1900 the population of Superior, Wisconsin, increased so rapidly that by the
turn of the century Superior was the second largest city in the State. McDougall
whale back ships, designed to withstand the sharp, choppy waves of the Great
Lakes, were launched by the dozen from Superior shipyards, and people flocked
to the area.

The absence of libraries and bookstores in rail communities like Superior,
plus the dearth of religious information, made the distribution of literature a
vital part of chapel car work, and the chapel car libraries provided hours of edu-
cation and enjoyment for the many who came into the car and read.

Rust explained that they sold no books under the terms of free transporta-
tion, but tracts and books by the thousands were given away. They had a library
of about sixty volumes of selected Christian reading in the chapel shelves, and
at the first meeting in a small town the people were told that the books were
there for them to enjoy. The missionary was often kept busy loaning books. The
young people eagerly secured them and sometimes each one would read three
or four in a week. Rust said, “We seldom lose a book, as they are notified when
the car will leave. I have seen them coming just before the train was to haul us
out, walking along the track reading their books, anxious to finish before the
chapel left.””

In the early 1900s Glad Tidings revisited Minnesota towns like Frazee before
going to Golconda where a woman told them that she had not been to a church
in twenty-seven years. Her son had died at age twenty without ever hearing a
gospel sermon or knowing what a Sunday school was. The new congregation at
Detroit, Minnesota, presented Mrs. Rust with money for a gold watch in appre-
ciation for her singing.

At Jordan, a town of about twelve hundred people on the Minneapolis and
St. Louis Railroad where nine-tenths of the town was Roman Catholic, there was
no English preaching. The car was full each night with people standing at the
door and on the platform. Rust participated in an unusual funeral while he was
in Jordan in the summer of 1900, as he related:

22 The Nebegamon Enterprise, April 29, 1899, Courtesy of Father Herman Page and Andrew
Roth, of the Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic Railroad Historical Society.

23 Rust, 73-74.
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Seven saloons open wide day and night, business stores open on Sunday,
Sunday ball games, etc., claiming the attention of nearly everyone and a general
disregard of anything godly, but when the chapel car rolled into town it was
filled at all services. A man who had been a drunkard for years had died of “de-
lirium tremens.” He was a lone personage and had no relative near. The saloon-
keeper who had sold him a great deal of the liquor which was his ruin, decided
to be kind and purchased a shroud, and others chipped in to buy the casket
and hire the hearse.

The saloon-keeper came to me and asked if I would assist in giving the
man a decent burial by speaking and praying at the grave. Only a short service
was needed. It seems that the deceased had been quite a musician, written mu-
sic, and at one time had charge of his own band, which was a good one. It was
his dying request that the band play at the grave.

The funeral was on Sunday afternoon. The band came and the procession
formed. The saloon-keeper with the chapel-car missionary in the first carriage,
just behind the band, then the hearse with six pall bearers, six poor, ruined,
liquor-soaked friends of the deceased, and then a string of carriages. The
streets were lined with people, and we went to the graveyard, and in a few min-
utes more than four hundred people had gathered at the grave in the paupers’
lot. T endeavored to speak loving words to the people concerning the things of
God.

It was evidently well received. God had used the message. There were many
evidences of it. The saloons which had been wide open all night and Sunday
were closed at the appointed hour. Less drinking and gambling, and a church
was organized and a preacher called to the field. !

On a return visit at Brainerd,
the car was sidetracked at the
shops for noon meetings with the
men. At Bemidji, the second week
in September in 1900, the Rusts
revitalized the small congregation
they had organized on an earlier
trip. In Iowa, and at Corwith,
crowds filled the car as they did
later at Valley Junction, Wool-
stock, Greenville, Landon, and
Montgomery.

At Holmes, organized when
All across Wisconsin, railroad men gathered in the Chicago and Rock Island Rail-
Chapel Car Glad Tidings to hear Reverend Rust road pushed westward in 1881,
preach and Mrs. Rust sing. [A Church On Wheels, the grandparents of radio person-
Rev. C. H. Rust, [Norman T. Taylor Collection] ality Paul Harvey ran the hotel.
The car was put on a spur in Sep-
tember, and meetings were at full capacity for two months while a church was
organized. Consisting of two elevators, four stores, the hotel, a blacksmith shop,

4 The Colporter, August 1900, 7.
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and eight houses, the town up to that time had no church for English speaking
people.

The new Baptist church soon became the center of community life—the La-
dies “Glad Tidings” Circle held ice cream socials on the lawn, and the young
people gathered on the depot’s wooden platform for party games like “Miller
Boy” and “Old Dan Tucker.” Sometimes the young Baptists might be tempted to
have their fortunes told by the gypsies who would come to town in covered
wagons, along with the novelty of visiting the Medicine Tent shows.?

At Woolstock, down the line, served by the Chicago & North Western Rail-
road, the townspeople were mainly French coming from Alsace-Lorraine. The
name came from the large sheep herds that operated along the Boone River.

Rust came to Spirit Lake, Iowa, in December 1901 and had excellent results
with a struggling church in the town. Some of the members could no doubt re-
member by first-person account the Spirit Lake Massacre of 1857 that made the
town infamous. All others knew the story well, if second-hand. At least forty
settlers were killed in that Indian attack, grisly proof that life was not safe in
Iowa’s isolated settlements. During these happier and safer times, an addition
was made to the Spirit Lake church and the building was rededicated.

Churchlgss Wisconsin Towns Welcome Glad Tidings

Two strangers had appeared on the streets of Almond in January 1900, in-
terviewing local businessmen and
farmers. Several days later it was
announced that they were offi-
cials from the Chicago & North
Western Railroad and they were
planning to build a line from
Fond du Lac to Marshfield and
then through Wild Rose, Almond
and Bancroft. The C&NW came to
Almond in September 1901, and a
picnic complete with flags and
brass bands was held in town to
celebrate the event.

Farmers who had stopped
growing wheat because of crop | Chapel Car Glad Tidings with the children and
failure and were now growing po- Sunday Schpol tea_chers of the Baptist church in
tatoes were especially happy. The .?.?;‘;‘;Ztir":;j;‘:"cﬂﬂgtr; :]9 02;t0 L NGy man
railroad would make it possible
for them to ship their spuds
rather than have them freeze by other long distance hauling options.

Glad Tidings first came into Plainfield and Bancroft, siding on the earlier
Soo Line track at Bancroft in August 1902. The Rusts organized a church and

> “Holmes,” in The History of Belmont County, Iowa, Bicentennial Commission, 1976, lowa His-
torical Society, 214.
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the Glad Tidings Ladies Circle before heading down the track to Almond, where
the church was organized November 19, 1903, with twenty-two members. The
English Methodists in town were dismayed, for many of the Baptists had at-
tended their church before the chapel car came into town.*

Mrs. Joseph Walter wrote in the church history of her days on the chapel
car. “The time Glad Tidings came to Almond on the CNW. Reverend Rust and his
wife held meetings, and here is where yours truly began her remembrance of the
good times we children had when we would rush home from school and go to
the chapel car for learning Bible verses and the books of the Old and New Tes-
tament. I received my first very own Bible, which I had for years, for memorizing
the books of the Old Testament. What good times we all had at these children’s
meetings.”

The church built from the work of Glad Tidings at Almond, along with the
other churches in town, were miraculously saved several years later when, over
a period of eighteen months, a fire almost destroyed the town. Dr. L. E. Olson, a
Baptist minister, who was a teenager in town at the time, described the events.
One building after the other was relegated to the limbo of ashes, he related. The
hardware, the billiard hall, the Ford garage, then the hotel and restaurant; sev-
eral weeks later, the meat market, the newspaper, millinery shop and the shoe
repair shop.

If this was not discouraging enough for the townsfolk, they watched in hor-
ror as the Woodmen’s Lodge Hall burst into flames. There was something of the
ludicrous that night, Reverend Olson recalled. “The Woodmen were concerned
about their traps and initiation equipment. The building was certainly going
down, but the Woodmen insisted on saving their trappings. A rescue team was
organized and into the secret walls they went. In their hurry they failed fully to
cover the head of the old proverbial goat. The goat was spared the ravaging de-
struction of fire, but his secret presence in the hall became a matter of public
knowledge. Thus one of the secrets that all good Woodmen are under obliga-
tions forever to conceal became public knowledge.”

In a discussion of the dearth of churches in Northern Wisconsin at the 1904
Wisconsin State Convention, the suggestion was made, “Why not run the chapel
car up the new Soo line that is being built from Dresser Junction to Superior?
That road is being built through a section where the Swede Baptist have been at
work for years and you can organize a Baptist church in every town along that
line? The response was “Why organize new churches to die for lack of support,
when churches already organized are dying for lack of support?”

Yet the delegates agreed that it was a shame that in Wisconsin, in villages
where girls don’t have the opportunity to hear a gospel sermon until fourteen
years of age, and where mothers with tears in their eyes, plead for gospel
preaching to help save their sons from awful ravages at the saloon—that we

26 Ralph Tess, Our Heritage: Almond and Vicinity (Almond Historical Society, 1986), 64.

7 L. E. Olson, Beyond the County Line (Ft. Wayne, IN) Almond Public Library, Almond, Wis-
consin.
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must instruct workers not to build churches.

At the town of Grand Rapids, Wisconsin, which would later be called Wis-
consin Rapids, the Wood County Reporter recounted that Glad Tidings was
spurred out at the Wisconsin Central Depot. Crowds were turned away Sunday
morning, and Rust hoped to have a larger place for the Sunday evening meeting.
He was inviting everyone to come and find out more about Baptist beliefs. The
Rusts helped organize a church June 15 before the chapel car left town in late
June.

Another major attraction was coming into town June 20. “The World’s
Strongest Man” was going to give demonstrations in John Daly’s drug store win-
dow, performing such amazing feats as breaking a logging chain in two. In spite
of that attraction, the ladies of the town were busy with a Women’s Circle that
had been organized on the chapel car. On Thursday, June 23, they were going to
discuss the topic, “Is it right to expect the young people to give up amusements
when they become Christians?”

In the fall of 1904, Glad Tidings spent three months visiting South Dakota
towns, including Clear Lake, Watertown, and Elkton. The Home Mission Society
recorded in 1864-65, “In Dakota a Baptist church and Sunday school have been
organized at Yankton, the capital of the territory.” This was the pioneer relig-
ious organization among evangelical denominations in South Dakota.

Rust Joins Family, Gegorge . Whitgs Come

Rust continually agonized over his absence from his family, and in 1905 he
decided to leave chapel
car work. The Baptist Ex-
aminer of September 28,
1905, reported that Rust
had been appointed the
new district secretary of
the publication society in
New York state, and a few
years later, he took a pas-
torate where he could
spend more time with his
family.

His book A Church
on Wheels, published by
the American Baptist Pub-
lication Society in 1905,

Sunday School members gather in front of Glad Tidings made a major contribu-
at the Missouri Pacific Railroad Depot in Louisville, Ne- tion to the chapel car
braska, in 1906. [Courtesy of Jim Reisdorff, South Platte ministry.

Press. David Citv. Nebraskal
In 1906 the Reverend

28 Proceedings of Wisconsin Baptist Anniversaries, October 3 - 6, 1904, American Baptist
Convention of Wisconsin, 35.
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George L. White, a Nebraska pastor, and graduate of the University of Chicago
and its Divinity School, was on Glad Tidings. After visiting Randolph and
Wellfleet, on a cold January 19, White baptized five hardy souls in the Elkhorn
River at Stanton, where they had to chop through twenty inches of ice. “Most of
the people in the town are German Lutherans. We are now bound for the north-
western part of the state on the Chicago and Northwestern Railway. There is a
stretch of road three hundred miles in length this side of Chadron, Nebraska,
where there is not one Baptist congregation, and many of the towns on the line
have no church of any kind.” #

At Louisville, Nebraska, in 1906, the Whites had an active two-year old on
the car. That did not seem to hamper his father’s successful meetings there and
in other northeast Nebraska towns, although Mrs. White no doubt had her hands
full.

When Glad Tidings came into Auburn in the fall of 1906, the town was in an
uproar. For months it had been rumored that the Missouri Pacific might choose
the town for a division point. When the old Missouri Pacific hotel in Auburn
burned August 3, 1906, its proprietor held off on replacing the building until he
was assured the crewmen would not be leaving town. The presence of the chapel
car provided citizens with a different topic of conversation.

A reporter for The Republican paper of Plainview, Nebraska, tried to explain
the transportation situation of the chapel cars, as he covered Glad Tidings’ visit
there.

The railroads charge each of these cars that run over their roads at the rate
of eighteen first class passengers, or fifty-four cents a mile for every mile trav-
eled. The minimum charge is fifteen dollars between stations. The fare between
Plainview and Creighton [where the car also stopped] was thirty cents for each
passenger before the new law passed. It is now twenty. For the eighteen the
fare will be $3.60. Perhaps the railroad will reduce the cost of the transfer to
ten dollars to agree with the new order of things. If not it will cost $15 to get
the car to Creighton. The railroads charged nothing for leaving the car on the
side track. The theatrical troupe cars that travel in this way get cut rate of 36
cents a mile or one third cheaper than the chapel car, but they are not allowed
to remain on the sidetrack only a limited time. The cost of operating one of
these cars for a year is $3000.%°

White reported 178 professed conversions at Plainview, with eighty joining
the Baptist church and the rest aligning with the Methodists, Congregational,
and Friends churches in town.

The White’s, like the Rusts, concluded that a chapel car was not a good place
for a small boy. George White was appointed as General Missionary, working out
of Salt Lake, and L. A. Drumwright took charge of the car in September 1907.

29 BSP, Chapel Car pamphlets and tracts, ABHS, MUA.

39 Republican Plainview, Nebraska, Paper
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Drumwright worked in Nebraska, stopping at Albion, Valparaiso, David City,
Polk, Central City, Grand Island, Cotesfield, and Maxwell. Glad Tidings went to
the shops for repairs in August, and in September, after just a year on board,
Drumwright became ill and left chapel car work. The Reverend E. A. Spear and
wife became the new missionaries in charge. George White, now general mis-
sionary, had many things to worry about in addition to the changes on Glad Tid-
ings. The question was not just who was on the car, but how was the car going
to get from place to place? He reported in 1908, “Some of the railroads which
for many years have carried cars without cost are now demanding remunera-
tion. We are grateful for their present and past generosity, but we must call the
attention of our people to the need of increased contributions because of these
increased expenditures.”

While Spear was on Glad Tidings at Laurel, Montana, in 1910, the sight of a
different kind of bridge inspired him. He reported they were on a railway siding
where the one mail train a day did not even stop except upon flag; one store,
post office, and a section house with two Greeks—the chapel car missionaries
increasing the population more than one-fifth. Around were barren hills with
their red soil indicating the presence of gypsum; a gorgeous sunset; a mighty
river frozen nearly two feet deep forming a natural bridge.

Over this river from the valleys and bench lands came the people - men,
women and children, some of them old-timers, others recently from the more
densely populated sections of the country; some impelled by curiosity, others
with a thirst for the words of truth, all respectful and friendly, glad to have
something to relieve the monotony of a long, cold winter in a section where
they have no Bible school and preaching but once a month. The first day a ter-
rible wind was blowing from the north, and the audience consisted of three
men and three boys; the rest of the time they came, some afoot, others on
horseback, and still others in rigs loaded to the axle with a happy, carefree
company. Five nights and an all-day meeting on Sunday, and the car was com-
pelled to move on to the next engagement.31

White, who was overseeing Spear’s travels, knew the need for the gospel in
the Utah/Wyoming district. He recalled his first experience as a missionary sec-
retary for the area, after he had left his work on Glad Tidings. White’s first stop
in Wyoming was at Gillette, where he came in on a train. Gillette was a godless
place. Every form of sin seemed to be practiced openly. A combined saloon,
dance hall, gambling house and brothel—the largest building—was the center of
interest in the town.

“I secured a room for the night between two saloons where the noise was
so great that it was impossible to sleep. About two o’clock in the morning the
uproar ceased for a little while, a beautiful tenor voice in one of the saloons be-
low sang “The Holy City!” In the moment of silence in the night, someone re-

31 Frank Schweissing, The History of Wyoming Baptists (Wyoming Baptist Convention, 1952),
26.

19



membered his earlier Christian training. It was as if an anguished heart was
searching for Christ and the better way of life.” *

Missionarigs Sgg Promise In The Big Horn Basin

The real pioneer preacher in the Big Horn Basin of Wyoming was the
Reverend Louis Thompson. Thompson traveled the Basin from one end to the
other in the late 1880s without the benefits of a chapel car, holding services in
tents, log buildings, dining rooms or wherever he could get people together. He
told of starting from Thermopolis for Tensleep during one heavy snow. Upon
reaching the D Ranch, he found it impossible to go further. He started back to
Thermopolis with the stage driver. The two of them shoveled snow all the way
from the ranch to Thermopolis, some fifty miles, in order to get through. Ex-
hausted many times, they lay down in the narrow tracks to rest, only wearily to
get up and go on with the shoveling. It took hours of this grueling labor before
they reached their destination.

Like Thompson, Catholic Father Endres, a Belgium, traveled all over the Ba-
sin in all kinds of weather to minister, on horseback, with team or sled, as the
occasion demanded. Protestant and Catholic alike loved him. The chapel cars
made life easier for the Spears than were the journeys of their forerunners.

In 1900 the Mormon
' Church had began adver-
tising the Big Horn Basin.

E———— e ——
SIS Mormons came by  the

- i

z .

thousands, moving along
the Old Mormon Trail to
join other Mormons who
had come earlier to the
area to help in the build-
ing of the irrigation ca-
nals under the Carey Act
project.

The Mormons were
also responsible for the
growing of sugar beets
At Greybull, Wyoming, in 1912, children pose in front of and brlnglng into the Ba-

Glad Tidings for a Sunday School picture. [ABHS, MUA] sin the sugar factories.
The Church of the Latter

Day Saints is still a strong

religious and economic force in the area.*

32 Tacetta B. Walker, Big Horn Basin: Stories of Early Days in Wyoming (Casper: Prairie Publish-
ing Co., 1936), 61-62.

33 Colorado Baptist Bulletin, March 1905, 3, Archives of the ABC of the Rocky Mountains,
Lakewood, Colorado.
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The Baptists would also see great promise in the Basin. In the Colorado Bap-
tist Bulletin, March 1905, The Hanover Company, whose president Baptist lay-
man D. T. Pulliam of Loveland Colorado, advertised their 35,000 acres of the
finest land to be found along the Big Horn River, with a perpetual water right or
every acre sold. They encouraged Baptists to come and enjoy the bounty of the
land. Although several rail lines were projected, only one railroad entered the
valley then—the Cody branch of the Burlington.

To reach the Big Horn River . . .you leave the road at Garland, and stage the
rest. This long ride will, however, soon be a thing of the past. In a very few
months the Burlington will have extended a branch line from Fannie on the
Cody branch to Thermopolis in the southwestern part of the Basin. This line
will be rushed as fast as possible in order to handle the rush into the Shoshone
Indian Reservation at its opening in June, 1906. . . With the coming of a rail-
road no section of the country can compare in rapid development to that por-
tion of the Big Horn Basin that extends along the river. Here the home seeker

wants to go and go quickly, if he is looking for cheap land.™

Glad Tidings was brought to the Big Horn Basin of Wyoming to work at sev-
eral towns in 1910, including Manderson, Basin, Powell, Greybull, Lovell, and
Thermopolis, known for its hot springs. At Powell, originally called Colter, the
headquarters of the government’s great Shoshone irrigation project was located.
In every direction stretched fertile fields, young orchards, and the beginnings of
homes of many homesteads. Folks, mostly young, had come from all points east
to take advantage of the opportunity for land. After choosing a site, the home-
steader would file, agreeing to pay the government $45 per acre for his land,
this to be divided into yearly payments of $4.50 per acre, with ten years to pay.
Powell’s number counted at near three hundred families and growing.

The Shoshone dam project was completed January 18, 1910, and the dry
land began to become green. It was July when the chapel car came to town, and
Spears offered the car as a resting place for the town during the 4th of July fes-
tivities. Sunday, July 11, was a very special day. No matter in what direction the
eye turned that day, majestic mountains, the loftiest peaks crowned with per-
petual snow, range upon range, met the vision. In the car, flowers crowned the
Estey organ, and Spear preached a grand sermon, followed by a basket dinner.
In the afternoon the Powell Valley Baptist Church was organized. The crowning
event was the baptism. A crowd of over 150 of all faiths or no faith followed the
chapel car to the Shoshone River to observe the baptism.

The baptistery was the wild, beautiful Shoshone River, probably the first
time its waters were ever used for this impressive, symbolic rite. In its hurling
course from its mountain source to the thirsty, waiting plains below, it found
time to linger in a sheltered spot, spreading into a quiet pool, overhung by
great trees. The overlapping trees formed a green background to the scene; cur-
tains were stretched for dressing rooms, and the assembled company num-

3% Virginia Turner, “More Reminiscing of Pioneer Days in History of Sagebrush Flat, Now Fer-
tile Powell Valley,” The Powell (Wyoming) Tribune, Friday, October 27, 1950, 3.

21



bered not less than one hundred and fifty. Seven candidates awaited the ordi-
nance, and as the Evangelist led them into the rippling waters and laid them
beneath the waves, the hearts of parents and friends were thrilled with solemn
joy. “Shall we gather at the river?” was sung from full hearts.”

By summer of 1910, White was promoted to general missionary of the Pa-
cific district with offices at the YMCA building in Portland, Oregon. Times con-
tinued to be unsettling for Baptists. The feud between the Publication and Home
Mission Societies in regard to the chapel cars had not abated. The Southern Bap-
tist Board had gained exclusive rights in New Mexico and was attempting the
same in several other states. White began to feel that life on one of his chapel
cars in the beautiful Big Horn Basin would be a breeze compared to trying to
micro manage the chapel cars, fight denominational battles, and attempt to
build bridges of understanding between men and societies.

A number of people of the Baptist faith settled near Burlington soon after
the Mormons started the town. The church they started has the distinction of
being the oldest church in continuous service in the Basin.*

When the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad let it be known that the
railroad would come to Basin if the Railroad would be given a large area of land
south of the original town site, there was great excitement in the community.
This would have meant real growth for the town. But someone slipped up. The
owners of that land refused to give the section to the CB & Q, and so neighbor-
ing town Greybull got the division point.

In Cheyenne in September 1910, the Spears held services. At Lovell in No-
vember, a successful revival was held with over one hundred attending, at least
eighty of these Mormons who remained after meeting as “earnest seekers.”

dangstons Comg to Chapel Car, Welcomed with €ggs

At Lucerne, Wyoming, the first station on the Burlington Line out of Ther-
mopolis, the terminal of the railroad in the Big Horn, Glad Tidings dropped an-
chor on the side-track in January 1911 for the purpose of holding a meeting and
gathering up all the Baptist forces. The Reverend and Mrs. Arthur Sangston were
now on the chapel car. The newly organized town of Lucerne seemed to be an
ideal location for a church. A shipping center for ranchers and stockmen, there
was a two-story general store which served as a post office, a lumber yard,
blacksmith shop, freight and passenger depot, wool house, corrals, and stock-
yards. A boarding house was soon to be built, and later a two-room brick school
house and sugar beet dump were added.

“Pastor-at-large Wilbur Howell had done some heroic work on this field
prior to our coming and when the train cut loose from us, our lights were lit and

3 Letters between Joe Jacobs, secretary for the western division, and George L. White, mis-
sionary for the western division, July 9 and July 17, 1912, George White files, ABHS, MUA.

36 Lylas Skovgard, Basin City” The First County Seat in the Big Horn Basin (Basin, Wyo.: Tim-
bertrails Press, 1988), 34-35.
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we were ready for business. We had an audience of 12 people the first night and
by Sunday, four days later, the car had 75 people in it, and four ready for bap-
tism. These we took to Thermopolis and baptized in the hot springs pool [also
called the Star Plunge],” Reverend Sangston reported.

During a meeting at Grey Bull, the saloon element at Worland, five miles
north, incited three young men to attend the meetings and if possible break
them up by loud talking, whispering, and other tomfoolery. They made some
headway for a night or two, but on being warned of trouble ceased these annoy-
ances only to begin on another tack, putting in the collection box comic postals
with vulgar and ugly sentences on them. When again reproved, they met at the
boxcar station after the congregation was dismissed and egged the car.

The next morning the Sangstons found the outside of the car streaked in
fourteen places; the culprits had fled, leaving several good eggs in a linen hand-
kerchief on the ground. These Mrs. Sangston scrambled for breakfast, as eggs
were forty cents a dozen. As a final statement, she washed the handkerchief and
sent it to Worland. When the Worland thugs came again to service to see the ef-
fect of their work, Sangston reported, “God put them under conviction for sin,
which was better than jailing them.”

Sangston was up against tough competition at Scott’s Bluff in July of 1912,
this time not town thugs. He had a hard act to follow—Dwight L. Moody had re-
cently held a revival in town. Folks crowded the chapel car, and the mission-
ary’s sermons, inspired by listening to Dwight L. Moody, “did not spare the
prevalent sins of the community,” and caused much excitement. Moody might
not have done Sangston a favor as a model for his sermons. Sangston was at-
tacked on the street with a whip, and the papers wrote up the matter sensation-
ally. According to reports, the attempted persecution only increased the power
of the meetings.

The death of Robert G. Seymour, general secretary for colporter work, cre-
ated more restlessness among the chapel car missionaries. He was a man the
chapel car missionaries had respected and depended upon to keep the chapel
car ships afloat. In October Sangston wrote to White that he was distressed by
the void that Seymour had left and the changing tides of Baptist politics. He
suggested that he might leave chapel car work. Sangston, whose wife and son
were not on the car with him at the time, requested that White look for a job for
him on the Pacific Coast, but the discouraged missionary still faithfully contin-
ued his ministerial duties on the car.

In November 1912, Sangston, having successful meetings in Vona, Colorado,
again wrote White saying that he was still dismayed by matters in the chapel car
management. He was considering buying property in Roseburg, Oregon, and
moving his family there to seek other possibilities. Could White advise him?

White responded, “I have consulted with some who understands that district
[Oregon] and who tell me that it is very unwise to invest any money in land in
Oregon, by dealing with land agents . . .you might expect to lose every dollar you
put into it.” White’s advice was that Sangston go to Oregon and go out among
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the ranchers and inquire for himself. In that way he can buy land for one-third
the amount that land agents would charge.*”

Glad Tidings spent four months in the San Luis Valley at Del Norte, Monte
Vista, Alamosa, La Veta and Walsenburg. Denver and Rio Grande Railroad offi-
cials and employees along the line were most obliging and often attended the
meetings. Although the Sangstons had success with their meetings, things did
not work out as they wished. They really wanted to take Glad Tidings to the Pa-
cific area and make a new life there under the leadership of George White, but
the decision was made to keep Glad Tidings in Colorado—without the Sang-
stons.

Much discouraged and feeling rejected and betrayed, Sangston wrote White
in June 1913, “I wrote to Reverend Joe Jacobs and got a reply stating what dis-
position had been made of us. It will be useless to press the matter further for
he would not tell the real reason, nor do I ask it of you. We will within the next 2
months get off the car and go to Russell, Iowa, and make that our headquarters
and do public Evangelistic work.”**

All of the chapel car missionaries seemed disheartened by the constantly
changing tides of the troublesome situation between the home mission and pub-
lication societies. They were tired of changing the lettering on the sides of their
cars, of preparing multiple reports, of conflicting assignments, of trying to
please two masters, of trying to keep aging cars in good repair—tired of keeping
railroad costs down and free will offerings up.

Henry L. Morehouse of the Home Mission Society just could not get the
thorn of the chapel cars out of his side, and now the soreness had grown to in-
clude the gospel wagons and boats, all of which were attracting much attention
for the Publication Society. His friend and associate Charles A. Wooddy was still
receiving reports from the survey about the chapel cars that he had sent out ear-
lier. North Dakota’s Baptist secretary felt if he had to, he could do without
chapel cars and use field missionaries, although the Northern Pacific, Great
Northern, and Soo Railroads all built new roads during the past year and the
Milwaukee Road was reported to contemplate construction of a line through the
eastern portion of the State to Winnipeg. South Dakota’s secretary also felt field
missionaries could also do the job in the thirty-seven towns along rail lines that
were presently struggling without a church.

But Kansas officials were excited about the chapel cars, “The car attracts at-
tention and offers an opportunity for special meetings for men or children.”
Montana’s state secretary felt the chapel cars were the best way to witness to all
the new towns along the recently constructed lines of the Chicago, Milwaukee &
Puget Sound Railway and the Soo Lines. *

37 Letter to George L. White from Arthur Sangston, Alamosa, Colorado, June 6, 1913, George
White Files, George White files, ABHS, VF.

39 The Colorado Baptist Bulletin, May, 1914, Archives of the ABC of the Rocky Mountains,

Lakewood, Colorado.
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The Wyoming Secretary agreed, “We can use a chapel car indefinitely, and as
we can use no other agency. The Burlington Sound to Coast Line is being com-
pleted and trains are already running on it. It crosses the State from North West
to South East. There are large towns along the lines of the Union Pacific Railroad
where we should like to send a chapel car.”

Pavis Brings Car To Colorado, Stays (It Pouglas, Wyoming

If Morehouse and Wooddy were not excited about the chapel cars, a news-
paper reporter in Fort Morgan, Colorado, was. Impressed by Glad Tidings when
it pulled into town and was sided on the Burlington tracks at the south end of
Main Street in April 1914, he gave glowing reports of the attractiveness of the
unique car and of Reverend and Mrs. J. S. Davis, now on board. “Reverend ]J. S.
Davis is accompanied by his wife in this form of missionary work. He is an in-
teresting speaker and his hearers are impressed that his life is in the cause he
represents. He has been in charge of a chapel car a number of years and has met
with many remarkable experiences. He has been in the railroad shops, in the
barren territories of the frontier and in the most cultured communities as
well.”#°

The people who lived in Deer Trail in 1914 would long remember the winter
Glad Tidings came to town.

bench outside a lone cafe on a strip of storefronts that could have been

built when in 1875 the Kansas Pacific Railroad granted the town plat of
Deer Trail. He stares ahead, and the presence of strangers does not detract from
his concentration.

@ eer Trail, Colorado, September, 1997: An old gentleman sits on a wooden

He is looking at the ribbon of railroad track. It is likely that if he has lived in
this town long, he worked for the railroad—the Kansas Pacific or the Union Pa-
cific Railroad or the Denver and Rio Grande, whichever one claimed ownership at
the time. Almost every man in town did.

The town behind him is quiet. On a side dirt street not far from where the old
man sits is a tidy Baptist church. The sign announces worship services. The
church is alive and well. When it was built life was livelier, the town crowded,
businesses flourishing.

In February of 1914, a great revival was being held in town, and the Holy
Spirit’s presence had been felt. On Sunday the largest congregation ever gathered
in Deer Trail came to Glad Tidings, and many souls, including whole families,
came to the kingdom. The effects of the chapel car’s visit could be seen all over
town.

Now the streets are quiet in Deer Trail. No excitement in town. Just an old
man looking at the rails and remembering.

40 up History of St. James Catholic Church,” Douglas, Wyoming: Mass of Dedication, April 28,
1981.
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From Deer Trail, the car traveled north to Kersey and Gilcrest before set-
tling in at Douglas. When Father Patrick Brophy visited Douglas in 1887, he re-
called, “I found no Catholics there and the town looked like Goldsmith’s De-
serted Village.” Father Brophy would also have found few Baptists. St. James
Catholic Church would be built in 1898. It would not be until the summer of
1915, after the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad was built through
Douglas that Glad Tidings came into town and was placed on a prominent sid-
ing.

The local paper noted the car’s presence and reported a most unusual oc-
currence. Chapel car missionaries held baptisms anywhere they could find, even
in grease pits. At Douglas, in what was still homesteading country, twelve can-
didates were dipped into what hopefully
was a clean pit in an abandoned garage.
Some might classify that not a baptism as
much as an oil anointing. It had not been an
easy task to establish a church in this town
due to opposition by other churches in
town—including an impressive new St.
James Catholic Church—and the general
indifference of local Baptists.

It was here missionary J. S. Davis also
ran afoul of the Home Mission Society.
Bruce Kinney, a beloved area home mis-
sionary, wrote to Dr. Morehouse with his
concern about the chapel car work at Doug-
las. “They will want all the credit of begin-
ning the work, organizing the church, build-
ing the building and at the same time are | The wartime restrictions kept Glad
asking us to put in at once an investment of | Tidings at Douglas, Wyoming, dur-
two or three times as much as they have '"g“}azlfgeleﬁa’lb‘c’lzzg'iactgngrcar
spent all told to say nothing of the cost to Pl A )[lABHS MUA]
us to support a pastor for an indefinite : .
number of years . .. .It is simply incongruous.”

Kinney’s objection had validity, for there were times when the home mission
Society was stuck with a church debt incurred by chapel car-built churches.
Davis started a building campaign in 1919 for the Douglas church. Because of
World War I and difficulty in raising the money for the edifice, the church was
not finished until August 1923, then only with the help of the State Convention
and the Home Mission Society, and sacrificial giving on the part of members.

No doubt the building of the new steel Chapel Car Grace in the spring of
1915, a gift from the Conaway and Birch families of Los Angeles, triggered some
of the increased anxiety attacks of the Home Mission Society. Grace’s exposure
at the San Francisco Exposition in 1915 only enhanced the image of the chapel
cars, and the Home Mission Society saw their coffers suffering.

It was at Douglas that Chapel Car Glad Tidings would spend much of the
World War I years. Those were both “the best of times and the worst of times”
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for the people of Wyoming. The Laramie Republican in September 1917 re-
ported, “Never in the history of Wyoming has the entire people been more pros-
perous than now,” and those statements were backed up by the report of the
state commissioner of labor and statistics.

Victory bonds were oversubscribed. Significant anti-Americanism seemed to
have been absent in Wyoming, although extra guards were stationed at the
Standard and Midwest refineries and the Pathfinder Dam, and railroad bridges.
A Basin man was forced to kiss the flag because he had criticized President Wil-
son, and a Union Pacific Railroad employee of Russian ancestry in Cheyenne was
stripped and painted yellow because he refused to buy a Victory bond. Basin,
Thermopolis, Lander, and Douglas had “Vigilance committees, and at Greybull
and a few other places, German books were burned.

There was heavy traffic on Wyoming railroads, particularly on the Union Pa-
cific. The lessons learned in the Civil War that railway cars must be used only
for the movement of troops and supplies—not for storage—had been forgotten.
Cars were loaded and sent on their way with no place to unload them. As a re-
sult of this practice, congestion approaching paralysis hit the nation’s railway
system in 1917.*

In December, the Union Pacific Railroad’s general manager, in an attempt to
increase the efficiency of some of his workers, persuaded the Governor to ap-
peal to mayors to close saloons at nine in the evening. Ten days later on Decem-
ber 28 the federal government took over the nation’s railroads with assurances
of fair compensation to the owners.

On January 4, 1917, The Douglas Budget printed, “Reverend J. S. Davis will
take the Baptist chapel car to Dwyer this week for a series of meetings at that
place. Delay in going has been caused by a shortage of coal for the car, which
uses anthracite only and the supply of that kind of coal in Wyoming is limited.
The car will be back the 1st of March and during its absence services will be
held in Unity Temple.”

After being sided at Douglas for over a period two years as a result of war-
time restrictions, Chapel Car Glad Tidings was in need of an overhaul. There had
been some consideration of moving the car to southern California, but the rail-
roads there would not handle a car without steel under frames. In February
1917, a discouraged J. S. Davis resigned from chapel car work.

As World War I was going on and government restrictions were in place, the
decision was made to keep Glad Tidings in Wyoming, and William Kennedy of
Millville, New Jersey, was assigned to the car. In the game of Chapel Car musical
chairs, the Kennedy’s were transferred to Evangel in October, and Mr. and Mrs.
W. J. Bell, from Pipestone, Minnesota, were the novices on board.

One of Bell’s early experiences in 1917 was at Chugwater, Wyoming, a small
but progressive village in view of the magnificent Laramie Peak. By 1910, set-

4! Letter to Rev. Guy C. Lamson from George L. White, December 21, 1916, George L. White
files, ABHS, MUA.
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tlers were arriving daily by train, some five hundred. Drought, hail and grass-
hoppers played havoc with the homesteaders’ dreams, and more than half of the
settlers were soon gone. The town was first platted in 1914, but enough re-
mained, however, to insure the future of the town.

People who had been meeting in the Chugwater school came to the meetings
in July 1917 and wanted to start a church. They needed a more permanent meet-
ing place, but the doors all seemed closed. The missionaries, however, solved
the problem. A poolroom owner had a fine white stucco bungalow, thirty-two
feet square, in the process of erection, but the work was at a standstill for lack
of funds. This condition, plus the fact all the young men were leaving the town
because of the military draft, caused the pool room owner to decide the pool
room business was not a necessity. He sold the property to the newly organized
church, and the structure was completed in 1919.*

The diversity of religious materials available on the chapel cars had in-
creased. At the board meeting in September 1917, the publication society re-
ported that the entire New Testament had been completed in Hungarian, the
Gospel of Luke had been printed in the English and Hungarian in parallel col-
umns, and the Gospel of John had been finished in Bohemian. The Four Gospels
in Polish were about to be printed, and the entire Polish New Testament had
been set up as far as Titus. The Gospel of Matthew was also in type and was
bringing broken into pages. They were also printing a Polish hymnal, with se-
lected Scripture readings.

What a joy it must have been for the chapel car missionaries to be able to
put into the hands of a person from Hungary or Poland the Gospel or hymnal in
their own tongue.

The war had made great changes in the way the railroads conducted busi-
ness, and the publication society and the other societies were pressed for
money. White was informed in April 1919 that Glad Tidings was going to be
transferred from Wyoming to North Kansas City, Missouri, with a limited range
of service. The Blanchards formerly of Emmanuel would be in charge.

The Blanchards began their Missouri mission at North Kansas City, a grow-
ing factory city but with less than a thousand population, where they rebuilt a
collapsed membership from ten souls to an active membership of fifty. Down in
the old Jesse James region of Missouri, at Little Blue, nearly everyone they met,
and those who came into the car had, at one time or another, been church
members somewhere else. “The interest was good, and after about ten days I
took an expression, asking all Christians to rise, when, to my surprise, only six
stood. I wondered at this, for most of those remaining seated in the crowded
church had admitted church relations in personal conversation. The next night
told the story—wanderers returned and sinners confessed their need of a Sav-
ior.”

Missouri provided some time for the chapel car to be put in better shape.
Much of the missionaries’ work involved car maintenance and repair. The cars

42 Letter to Samuel Neil From George L. White, George L. White files, ABHS, VF.
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were to be varnished and have general renovation at least every two years, but
other emergencies would find them in local or main shops too frequently.

In June of 1920, permission was granted by the American Baptist Publica-
tion Society for repair work on Glad Tidings at the Union Pacific Railroad Shops

near Kansas City at Armstrong.

Voted: To authorize repairs on chapel car “Glad Tidings” at an estimated
cost of $416.00 This is the estimate of the Union Pacific Railroad Railway Com-

pany.
Note: the repairs on “Glad Tidings” will include:
Painting of car, scraping off all loose paint
Painting of wheels and trucks
Gold leaf lettering

Painting of top of car. It was last painted in September, 1916

Several leaks in the roof must be soldered

2 copper screens to be placed in screen windows
2 window glasses to be laced in frames

1 screen door in bad condition

Doors repaired a little

A new smoke stack on top of car

New boxes underneath the car which contain the

The cleaning of air box underneath the car, ete.”

Baker-Heater pipe

Twenty-seven years old but looking spiffy, Chapel Car Glad Tidings was re-
born and ready for a new adventure. Early in 1921 there was an earnest effort to
reach more of the Mexican populations in California and Arizona. Reverend and
Mrs. Howell, formerly missionaries in Mexico, Cuba, and Puerto Rico were as-

signed to take Glad Tidings to Arizona. On April 14,

1921, Samuel G. Neil, publi-

cation society secretary, informed George White that the car would be trans-

ferred from Missouri to the Howells in Arizona.

Getting Glad Tidings to Arizona became a complex problem. Several options

At Douglas, Arizona in 1921, the Daily Dispatch an-
nounced that G/ad Tidings was at the El Paso and
Southwestern Depot, and Reverend Howell had been
holding meetings along the route from Kansas City.

[ABHS, MUA]

3 Missions, September 1922, 470.
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were considered after dis-
covering that new tariff
rates for chapel cars had
been set August 1, 1921,
placing them in the same
class as Red Cross cars.
The rate was $18 for a
minimum charge, and ten
full fares for hauling the
chapel car a considerable
distance. They charged no
demurrage and six persons
could ride on the car at
rates suggested.

White agreed with Neil



that it would be best for the Howells to go on the car at Armstrong. In that case
they would save their own carfare from Kansas City to Douglas, Arizona, and
that would mean a saving to the society. After traveling from Armstrong on the
Union Pacific Railroad and switching at Kansas City to the Rock Island, Glad Tid
ings, with the Howells aboard, was on its way to Douglas, Arizona.

Although privately having problems with Howell and the Mexican mission,
the publicity surrounding the unique project was glowing. Howell praised his
new mission work. He and Mrs. Howell had never seen a chapel car before. They
had spent twenty-eight years of service in the Latin American fields of the Home
Mission Society, but a chapel car had never been part of their equipment.

dpanish-opgaking Howells Begdin {Irizona Blexican Flission
When he found the car in the Union Pacific Railroad yards at Armstrong,
Kansas, Howell said, “I liked the name, painted in large gold letters on the dark
background. ‘Glad Tidings’ would mean so much when translated into Spanish.
‘Buenas Nuevas’ were to be taken to these people who had been forced, by ten
years of civil strife to leave their native land and seek refuge in our country.
This, then, would be the general theme of the message.”

The Howells tried to explain how they felt about being on the chapel car. As
they sat on the platform of the chapel car, they tried to visualize the thousands
who had occupied its pews during the years of its ministry, and the hundreds
who had here confessed Christ for the first time. Now it was to be filled with a
strange people, an unfamiliar language was to be heard from the pulpit, and the
organ was to carry the gospel music in Spanish hymns.

They were amazed at the efficiency of Glad Tidings. Howell marveled, “At
the back of the rostrum, a door opened into the living quarters. Here the genius
of the car builder succeeded in producing a magic house. The one room could
be changed at night into a bedroom, and by day into a dining-room, sitting-room
and study. From this two doors led, one to a kitchenette. In the little kitchen
nothing was lacking and everything was within reach. The other door led down a
hall, with lockers for clothes and provisions. At the end of the hall was the door
to the rear platform and to the right, into the washroom. Inventive skill had
made these thirty feet of
car space into a comfort-
able, modern parsonage.”
When they finished look-
ing the car over, they
really felt as if “we were
going somewhere.”

It was decided that
their work was to begin
in the mining town of
Bisbee. From the start, at

Glad Tidings was not the first chapel car to visit the

Bisbee the car was filled copper mining town of Bisbee. Chapel Car Emmanuel
with eager listeners. The with Reverend and Mrs. Wheeler on board visited a
Mexicans came first be- much wilder Bisbee in 1895. [Norman Thomas Taylor

cause this was something Collection]

new. It was an unheard-
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of arrangement— “Una capilla en un carro-pulman” (a chapel in a Pullman car).
Then the message gripped them. At the end of two weeks twenty-five confessed
Christ as their Saviour. Within two weeks after the close of the meetings, half
that number had joined the local Mexican Church.

From Bisbee Glad Tidings went to Naco, right to the border of Mexico. The
car was located within 200 feet of the boundary line. For six weeks, the car was
where they could reach the people from both sides of the line. Here they had the
help of Mexican Publication Society colporter, Reverend Pablo J. Villanueva.
Twice during the stay at Naco Villanueva exhausted his supply of Bibles and
Testaments, besides disposing of all that were in the car. “I never anywhere saw
a people so anxious to read God’s Word.”

Nearly every night there were conversions in the car. At the end of the
meetings thirty-five had accepted Jesus. There was no local Mexican church in
Naco, so we had to leave these converts to shift for themselves. I have since
heard of six who moved to Empalme, Mexico, and immediately joined the local
Baptist church.”

The next stay was Nogales, the twin city of the border. Here they were in the
midst of a Mexican population of over 1,500. Nogales, Arizona, and Nogales,
Mexico, were really one city. “One crosses the street passing through the wide
gate, guarded by the custom officers, and is in Mexico. We had a splendid loca-
tion for the car, on one of the main streets of the American city, directly in front
of the courthouse. During our six weeks’ stay in Nogales, fifty-one made public
confession of Jesus. We took two pictures of our Sunday school attendance on
the two last Sundays we were in Nogales. These pictures are graphic testimonies
of the increasing interest in the work.”"

Not all was harmonious in the Howell arrangement. White felt that Reverend
Howell did not have the heart for chapel car work, and that he did not want to
get out and visit homes and greet the local Mexican people in the streets. He did
not want to stay in Arizona during the summer months, although White had
given him permission to get a room outside the car and use the car only for
meetings. Other chapel car missionaries had endured such conditions and had
done the work; so should Howell.

White and Neil were not pleased with Howell’s attitude and insisted that he
stay in Arizona for the full year pledged. White concluded, “He has had good re-
sults so far as professed conversions are concerned, and we appreciate him. He
is capable of accomplishing a great deal of good, but evidently has not con-
ceived the genius of chapel-car work.”

Staying longer than he desired, Howell left chapel car work in June. Glad
Tidings was in Glendale near Phoenix, and he was instructed to just leave the car
on its siding and turn the keys over to the state superintendent until his succes-
sor could be found.

* Arizona Baptist Convention Report, May 1923, American Baptist Convention of the Southwest,
Phoenix office.
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Privers Return to Takeg Glad Tidings for Final Trip

Howell’s successor was the Reverend W. C. Driver, an old hand at chapel car
work, who had served with his wife in Oregon for many years. After the service
months in Arizona’s sandpaper wind, Driver knew Glad Tidings needed a new
paint job. Because there was no major car shop near that could handle the work,
the Detroit Auto Paint Shop in Phoenix did the job in December of 1922 for
$295.08.

The job description included “two coats of Pratt & Lambert’s Pullman Green
Vitralite enamel on one side of the car which is far too much weather-worn to
receive varnish. The other side it is possible to bring out fairly well with two
coats a Pratt & Lambert’s Spar Varnish, the best grade procurable here. For the
roof, we will use a coat of the best grade of Gilsonite or asphaltum base paint
which will protect, waterproof, and give a good lustre. On the side upon which
we use the enamel, it will be necessary to go over the sign-work again and to
keep down the cost, we have figured the use of gold Bronze instead of the usual
Gold Leaf. The result obtained in this manner is so near the same that only a
trained eye can tell the difference, but it makes quite a difference in the price.”

In its new coat of paint, after having services in Phoenix and Mesa, Glad
Tidings worked at Chandler in the spring of 1923. On April 5, the Chandler
newspaper ran the story, “A regular Missionary Baptist Church is to be orga-
nized in Chandler next Friday evening April 6. The Evangelistic services at the
Chapel Car during the past month have resulted in thirty conversions, nineteen
baptisms and a number of reclamations. On Sunday, April 8th, at 10:00 o’clock,
a Sunday school will be organized in the Chapel car. It is believed that the
church membership will reach 50 or more and the enrollment of the Sunday
school will be not less than sixty.”

Glad Tidings Comes To Flagstaff Tor lbast Stop

At the Arizona Baptist Convention May 1923, several items of major concern
were on the agenda. “According to the reports the two greatest problems con-
fronting the churches are indifference, and the amusement craze. Other prob-
lems, all of which are more or less general, are how to secure and keep a pastor,
how to reach the unsaved, lack of spirituality, uninformed members regarding
Baptist beliefs, building, removals, unlisted Baptists, shift work, securing Baptist
teachers in public schools, and indebtedness of the people.

A year later, the state convention report noted, “the church at Flagstaff, af-
ter several years of quiet existence, had come to life again as an organization,
and for the time being will join with the Methodists and Presbyterian churches
in the city in support of a pastor. It would become a Federated Church.” Almost
as an afterthought, the same agenda item announced that the Glad Tidings Bap-
tist Church of Chandler, after a brief existence, voted to disband. This was the
church that Glad Tidings and the Drivers had worked so hard to organize not
too many months before.

In February 1926, Glad Tidings arrived in Flagstaff and was pulled through
town—past the new Santa Fe depot and past marvelous views of the San Fran-
cisco Peaks, and put on a siding at the lumber mill. The Drivers dropped the car
off and traveled on to California.

Services began in the car under the care of Arizona Baptist missionary W. A.
Vanderhoof and continued in that location until the end of the year. The Cocon-
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ino Sun reported that Reverend Vanderhoof was ill and that George L. White of
Los Angeles, who was formerly chapel car missionary for Glad Tidings [now in
charge of chapel car work in the west] would be preaching the following Sunday
evening, and that good crowds were coming to the car.

In the same issue was a picture of a railroad car that looked amazingly like
Glad Tidings. It was a school car, equipped and operated by the Canadian Na-
tional Railway for the Ontario Government in order to bring educational facili-
ties to the children of Canada. When a car just as attractive and novel was sit-
ting on a quite visible siding in his own town, it is interesting that the newspa-
per editor would choose to ignore it and promote as news a car hundreds of
miles away in another country.

There were those in town who were not happy to see chapel car Glad Tid-
ings, especially perhaps those in the Federated Church. The Baptists had been
trying for a number of years to start a church in town and until now had not
been successful. Whether or not the picture of the Canadian car was a slam, an
intentional slight, or just an innocent slip will never be known, but it was an in-
triguing coincidence. A week later this lead appeared in the paper, “In spite of
bad location, the audiences have been growing at the chapel car. Sunday’s serv-
ices were well attended and enthusiastic.”

Almost a year since its arrival in Flagstaff, the car was moved from that
“bad location” at the sawmill to a siding on South Beaver Street and the Santa Fe
track crossing. It was parked next to a stone warehouse not more than a hun-
dred yards from the Santa Fe depot. A huge snowstorm prevented the car from
getting ready for a move less than two blocks down South Beaver Street—to a
spot where it would be used until a church could be erected. In the midst of that
storm the Reverend W. F. Starring, president of the Arizona Baptist Convention,
arrived from the Winslow Baptist Church, where he preached at the morning and
evening service to a small but brave crowd.

On February 25, the paper announced that the car had been placed on tim-
bers ready to be moved, and meetings were held in the car despite the inconven-
iences. The week of March 4, Glad Tidings became a “street car, ” due to down-
right irritating circumstances.

The moving of the chapel car after many delays and disappointments is
progressing satisfactory. The car stood in the street Monday and Tuesday with-
out moving any because Mr. Washington’s help deserted him. It was discovered
later that one of the men had skipped leaving several unpaid bills about town.

The people of the town have been patient during the delays and inconven-
ience caused by the moving of the car and the Baptist folks appreciate the
kindnesses shown them.

The kindness of the Sante Fe Railroad people and Paul Morton of the Cen-
tral Commercial Company in giving the Baptist people space and permission to
unload the car on their property is quite note- worthy and is appreciated.

Flagstaff’s “street car” has caused considerable comment, but it will
shortly cease to be a “street car” having made only one trip down the street.

As the car nears its destination interest in it grows and the services grow.
The audiences were good Sunday even though the car was out in the street and

4 Churches Column, The Coconino(Flagstaff) Sun, Friday, February 12, 1926.
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it was raining.

F. E. Hart who has been helping to move the Baptist Chapel car failed to
show up for work Monday morning. And it was finally ascertained that he had
departed for parts unknown. o

Glad Tidings had reached its new location on South Beaver; it was not yet on
its foundation the following week, minus trucks and wheels—still beautiful and
useful as a house of God, but robbed of its “go.” It had become the Glad Tidings
Baptist Church and would serve that purpose until sometime in 1931 or 1932,
when it was dismantled and its congregation moved to a building once owned
by the Seventh Day Adventists.

arold Harper, who attended church as a young boy in Glad Tidings

remembers the chapel car well as it was his job to clean and pre-

pare it for worship. He remembers rubbing down the golden oak

pews and dusting the Estey organ and the ornate pulpit in the
chapel. He remembers the Reverend Dixon, who taught him the scriptures that
have sustained him all his eighty-three years. He remembers watching Dixon
take that chapel car apart with his own hands, ending up with a ton of brass
screws in the process. He will never forget the warmth and fun and fellowship of
the Christians in that chapel car.

Mr. Harper thought he would never see Glad Tidings again. As he watched
slides of Glad Tidings and other chapel cars in his home in Flagstaff in the
spring of 1997, he wiped his eyes and murmured to his wife of sixty-four years—
who never got to see the church-on-rails he talked so much about, “Now isn’t
that something, isn’t that something. I never thought I'd see it again. Isn’t that
something.”

Glad Tidings, so the angels sang,
Until the heav’'ns with gladness rang;
Glad tidings late my soul replied,
For me my Lord was crucified.

This hymn assigned to Chapel Car Glad Tidings was written by Indian Missionary Isaac McCoy
after an Indian/Settler battle fought in Indiana sometime between 1817-1846. The hymn was sung
to the tune of Gratitude L. M. or “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak.”

46 «Glad Tidings Baptist Church,” The Coconino Sun, March 4, 1927.
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