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CHAPTER SIX 

Chapel Car Emmanuel, one of thirteen American chapel cars that followed the 
transcontinental railroad lines westward, brought the gospel and the sacra-

ments to thousands of new towns along the tracks from 1890 to 1946. Photo: 
American Baptist Historical Society, Mercer University, Atlanta 
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CHAPTER 6 

All Hail ,  Emmanuel,  Southwest to Northwest,  

The Longest,  the Brightest ,  the Best 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

t was a miracle that chapel car Emmanuel, dedicated in Denver May 24, 
1893, was completed at all. Times had changed since 1891. Because of 
the financial panic of 1893, Barney & Smith Car Works, like most of the 
nation’s businesses, found itself in deep trouble.  

Both E. J. Barney, a devoted Baptist layman, and Frederick Smith had reached 
middle age and each had become very wealthy. Both wished to ease out of the 
responsibilities of the plant, having declining interest in the business inherited 
from their fathers. In May 1892, they sold the company to some Cincinnati in-
vestors for $4,500,000 but bought enough stock to control and retain their posi-

tions on the board of directors.! By April of 1893, their fortunes had changed. 

 Between May and October of 1893 more than eight thousand business houses 
failed, and 156 railroads fell into the hands of receivers. The Barney & Smith Car 
Company went public, hoping to broaden their base for survival. However, in 
1893 the railroad trade journals reported that the company had orders for only 
250 freight cars and four passenger cars, seven percent of their normal produc-
tion. Emmanuel was one of those four passenger cars, and the company was 
thankful for the business. The company built Emmanuel for approximately sev-

I 

This early picture of children with Chapel Car Emmanuel probably was 
taken in Oregon or Washington when Rev. E. G. Wheeler and wife were on 

the car, before he was killed in a washout on a Southern Pacific train head-
ing home to Minnesota. It appears to be Wheeler on the far left and the 

children are all looking at him. [American Baptist Historical Society, Mercer 
University, Atlanta] 
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enty-five hundred dollars, not as costs as they had done for the first car Evan-
gel. They could scarcely afford such charity. The contract price did not include 
the interior hardware and accessories, which The Dayton Manufacturing Com-
pany, an offspring of Barney & Smith, provided for a twenty-five percent dis-
count.  

Other items were donated— like air brake equipment from Westinghouse 
Air Brake Company, couplers from the Buhoup-Miller Company, heater from Wil-
liam Baker, springs from Aaron French, one half the wheels from Julius G. 
French, wheels from Paige; a sweeper from Bissell, gong from Buckeye Bell Com-
pany, range from Chicago Range Company, blankets from Oregon Woolen Mills, 
mats from Revere Rubber Company of Boston, and silver plate from the Meriden 
Britannia Company. The women of the First Baptist churches of San Francisco 
and Oakland furnished the car.  

Barney & Smith called men back to work in order to complete this second 
Baptist car.  Longer by ten feet than Evangel, reportedly with an exterior of ca-
talpa wood, Emmanuel was divided into two sections, the chapel, with a seating 
capacity of 150, 94 in pews, 10 in study seats, 35 or more on camp stools; and 
the living quarters. Mr. Barney favored catalpa wood and planted large areas of 
the trees in Dayton for production purposes. The Railroad Gazette praised the 
use of catalpa wood, mentioning its strength and power of resisting decay, even 
in the most exposed situations, and its lightness and toughness. These qualities 
were in addition to having a beautiful grain and color, susceptible of an excel-

lent finish as an ornamental wood.!Graceful touches of catalpa wood inlay 
adorned the interior of the car. 

 

In the chapel area, oak plywood pews with slightly curved seats and pan-
eled backs were arranged to accommodate three persons 
to the right of a narrow aisle and two to the left, [just 
like Evangel]. About ninety persons could comfortably 
sit in the eighteen rows, but sometimes as many as 150 
children crowded into the car for Sunday school. Racks 
for hymnals were attached to the back of pews. . . . Bi-
bles, tracts, and Evangelistic material were stored in 
boxes under the pews. The car also carried magazines, 
newspapers, and books that the workers loaned upon 
request when the car was sidetracked. 

Ornate brass light fixtures hung from the ceiling the 
length of the car with an exquisitely fashioned brass 
chandelier in the middle. An acetylene gas plant lighted 
the lamps. Small panes of white glass, staggered in trip-
licate, stretched the length of the car on both sides just 
below the concave oak ceiling. Twelve vertical shaded 
windows on both sides of the car were topped with racks 
for clothing and supplies. The inside walls began a 
curved ascent with two highly varnished sections of oak 
plywood stretching between three rows of racks and the 
small horizontal skylights.  

A horizontal strip of framed glass stretched above 
the oak-paneled wall that separated the chapel portion 
of the car and the living quarters bearing the words, 

The lectern was 
made of brass 
and donated by 
Mary E. Baker. 
[Norman Thomas 
Taylor Collection] 
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“God is Love.” The lectern was made of solid brass, its desk portion supported 
with outstretched wings of an eagle perched atop a globe. The base stood on 
four claws above which a square section bore the date of the car’s dedication 
and the name donor Mrs. Mary E. Baker, New York City. A brass bell attached to 

the rear of the car was used to summon worshipers. 
1
 

 

The Empire Bronze Corporation of Franklin Park, Illinois, appraised the lec-
tern in 1978 for three thousand dollars, noting that the eagle on the base would 
have had to be cast via the lost-wax process, a process that is most expensive 
and difficult to have executed in America. To the left of the lectern on a six-inch 
platform was an Estey reed organ, donated by Colonel J. J. Estey, president of 
the Estey & Company of Brattleboro, Vermont, and a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Brattleboro. Estey, a brigadier general of the Vermont Militia who 
served as a state senator in 1882, had already given an organ to Evangel and 

would give organs to the next four cars.!  

Wheelers Start  on Pacific Coast,  Head Southwest 

In 1893 immigrants by the thousands were pouring into Ellis Island, some-
times called the Island of Tears—tears made by those who were sent back to 
wherever they came from for one reason or another. Those who were privileged 
to stay headed west, wherever the rails would take them, to little towns and set-
tlements. The two Baptist chapel cars were in much demand by State Conven-
tions, and the Wheelers were eager to start.  

From May 1893 to Novem-
ber 1894, the Wheelers traveled 
to the coastal district of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad and 
then, in the winter months, 
down the San Joaquin Valley. 
Reverend Wheeler reported, 
“The officers of the company 
have shown their appreciation 
by placing their waiting rooms 
at our disposal to conduct regu-
lar services among these rail-

road men.”2 

At Lindsay, a church was 
founded, and at Hanford, where 
they had first stopped in chapel 
car Evangel a year earlier, they 

held revival services.! In the 
summer of 1894, they found 
themselves on a ten-day mis-

                                                
1
  Clayton F. Smith, American Baptist Quarterly, March 1991, 70  

2
 The Colporter, February 1894, 1.  

The railroad workers at the Sacramento, Califor-
nia, shops of the Southern Pacific Railroad ea-
gerly awaited Chapel Car Emmanuel on its nu-

merous visits. [American Baptist Historical     
Society, MUA] 
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sion in Melrose, California, where there was no church. Wheeler baptized seven-
teen in a huge baptistry built along side the chapel car. At one terminal town, 
again they found no religious organization, but “saloons, gambling, Sunday 
horse racing, and the like held full sway.” A three-week meeting resulted in the 
organization of a church, Sunday school, Baptist Young People’s Union, and 
temperance Society. The railroad company gave a lot and the congregation was 

able to move out of a dance hall where they had been meeting.!  

Boston Smith, the chapel car manager, was busy traveling across the country 
to raise money for more chapel cars when he and Mrs. Smith took a vacation to 
celebrate their anniversary. Their favorite spot was the Northfield, Massachu-
setts, assembly grounds run by Evangelist Dwight L. Moody. 

While traveling there in the fall of 1894, the Smiths were on a train crossing 
Canada. “As we rode over that great railroad known as the Canadian Pacific, I 
noticed how many little towns we passed where there were no church buildings. 
In all of these places there were many boys and girls. Surely we ought to have a 
Chapel Car on this great line which runs through Canada clear to the Pacific. 
The Canadian brethren to whom I mentioned it, felt that it ought to be given at-

tention at once.”3!  

While Uncle Boston tried to promote a Canadian chapel car, the Wheelers 
headed southwest, where Texas Baptists pleaded for them to come. In El Paso 
with Emmanuel in the spring of 1895, they established a mission on Main Street 
for the Chinese, a night school under the direction of the First Baptist Church, 
and an American Sunday school. They worked extensively among the railroad 
workers, although the Reverend Groat, the district missionary who had joined 
the Wheelers on Emmanuel for some of their southwest trip, mentioned that Mr. 
Wheeler was not in the best of health.  

Harry Hills, a local businessman turned lay evangelist, served as an assistant 
to the Wheelers. Wheeler had worked as a railroad telegraph operator earlier in 
his career. He said of Hills, “He proved very efficient in work and soul saving, 
especially with the railroad boys, for he himself had been a brakeman on the 

road and so knew their needs.”4!  

The El Paso Daily Herald reported, “Mr. Wheeler is a forcible and interesting 
speaker, and his wife is a lovely and entertaining woman. The public are taking 
very kindly to them both and the car may be expected to be crowded at all of 

the services.”!5    

 North of El Paso, up at Roswell in New Mexico Territory in February 1895, a 
year after the railroad came to town carrying immigrants from many lands, a 
small band of Baptists had started a two-room church under the leadership of 

                                                
3
 The Colporter, September 1894, 3.  

4
  BSP, ABHS, MUA.  

5
 The Pacific Baptist, March 21, 1895, 3, American Baptist Seminary of the West, Berkeley, Cali-

fornia. 
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Missionary O. P. Miles. Miles was looking for ways to encourage the growth of 
the fledging fellowship and heard through Smith that the chapel car was in El 
Paso. On April Fool’s day, Emmanuel rolled into the Roswell depot on the brand 

new Pecos Valley Railroad in the midst of a terrible sandstorm.!   

Methodists in town were stirring up a sandstorm of their own—revival-
style—when Emmanuel arrived. It is likely that Miles needed the spark of the 
novel chapel car to offset the excitement created by Evangelist Abe Mulkey. 
Mulkey was “turning Roswell upside down, as it were, and giving it a cleaning 

out, . . .with strong men with tears streaming down their faces,”! according to 
the Roswell Register. Some of the 125 saved in the meetings came to the Baptist 
church, but the Methodists were really reaping the most rewards.   

Wheeler was no slouch himself as for stirring up souls. Twenty-three come 
forward after the first meeting in Emmanuel, and sometime the next day he 
baptized a number in the river that flowed from the artesian springs that helped 
make the area famous. Since the chapel car could not hold all the crowd, meet-
ings were moved to the New Mexico Military Institute. With his knack for public 
relations and perhaps a sense of one-upmanship over Mulkey, Wheeler took pic-
tures of the baptism and had them displayed in the lobby of the prominent El 

Capitan Hotel.!   

A week later, after considerable success in spite of the competition, the 

Wheelers and Emmanuel left for Eddy down the line, now known as Carlsbad.! 
During the 1890s, development was fueled by the arrival of colonies of immi-
grants from England, Switzerland, France and Italy.  

Because the town’s benefactor Charles Eddy was determined to create a 
model temperance community, restrictions against the manufacture or sale of 
alcoholic beverages were inserted into the deeds of each lot. A small satellite 
community of saloons and prostitutes flourished for a while in what was known 

as “Phenix,” south of the tee-totaling Eddy Township.6 

The two-year old Eddy Baptist Church had strict rules of discipline. Deacons 
would withdraw the hand of fellowship from members who danced or drank, 
and attendance at all meetings was a must. If a member was absent without rea-

son, a committee was sent to counsel with the absentee.!  

The membership at Eddy was about to be tested. They would be expected to 
attend the meetings of the chapel car, and under normal circumstances, there 
would have been no conflict. But who reached Eddy before Emmanuel did? Abe 
Mulkey, drawing huge crowds and turning Eddy “upside down, as it were, and 
giving it a cleaning out.” He had left Roswell with a love offering of $250, which 
he said would be used for charity. The Wheelers must have felt it was not worth 

another revival battle, for they left Eddy after a few meetings,!traveling down to 

Pecos, Texas, working their way back west to Arizona’s southern frontier.7  

                                                
6
 genealogytrails.com/newmex/eddy/history.html 

7
 Eddy, semi-weekly, Wednesday, April 10, 1895. 
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Arizona Towns Wide Open for Ministry 

Arizona border mining towns like Nogales, Naco, and Bisbee were an exotic 
challenge for the Wheelers in the late spring of 1895—a different kind of life-
style from their Midwestern backgrounds and Pacific Northwest experience. The 
Wheelers may have seen many outlandish and uncivilized places in their mis-
sionary travels, but Bisbee may have been the most noxious. 

“In the 1890s Bisbee could accurately be described as a filthy, smelly, and 
smoke-filled camp,” Carlos A. Schwantes, writes in his study of the town. “Yet even if 
sulfur fumes filled the air of the enclosed valley, they were not universally regarded 
as evil. Some people believed that sulfur smoke was beneficial in protecting the commu-
nity from the ravages of typhoid fever, and even if that assertion was suspect, few could 
argue that smelter stacks belching smoke were signs of prosperity.” Phelps Dodge 
Mining Corporation acquired the Atlanta Claim at Bisbee in 1881 and combined 

it with the rich Copper Queen in 1895.8 

Emmanuel came into Bisbee on the Arizona and Southeastern Railroad, just 
completed in 1889 and connected with the Santa Fe Railroad at Fairbanks. Dur-
ing those early years of Emmanuel’s visit, Bisbee had fifty saloons, fifteen of 
which were located in Brewery Gulch, just across the sewer-filled road from the 
depot where the car was sided. The area was “long the haunt of a floating popu-
lation of tramp miners, gamblers, con artists, and prostitutes who congregated 

in its saloons.”9!  

In 1895 the town was still wide 
open, although the devout and 
would-be devout among the mixture 
of Cornish, Welsh, Italian, Slavic, 

Mexican, and other immigrants! 
regularly co-mingled at the old 
wooden schoolhouse or at the new 
adobe schoolhouse. The Union 
Church Association made up of Epis-
copalians, Methodists, Baptists, and 
Catholics comprised the spiritual 
presence in town and also used those 

facilities. !  

Along what would become the 
Route 66, the chapel car made brief 
stops. At Holbrook, near the Petrified 
Forest, the Wheelers met with a few 
faithful who had been gathering in 
homes for Sunday school. Holbrook 
boasted that it was the only county 

                                                
8
Carlos A. Schwantes, Bisbee: Urban Outpost on the Frontier (Tucson: The University of Ari-

zona Press) 9.  

9
 Ibid. 

Infamous Brewery Gulch with its saloons 
and houses of prostitution lines the area 
of Bisbee near the railroad depot where 

Chapel Car Emmanuel held meetings. Al-
though the “ladies of the night” would not 

enter the chapel car, Reverend and Mrs. 
Wheeler made every effort to speak with 
them. [Norman Thomas Taylor Collection] 
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seat in the United States that did not have a church. Some faithful met in homes 
and in the schoolhouse, but according to local legend, the cowboy element and 
the Bucket of Blood Saloon controlled the town, and they did not want 

churches.!  

The Bucket of Blood Saloon, known as the most popular meeting-place in 
northeastern Arizona, ruled this section with an iron hand. The cowboys were 
frequently asked for a donation for the new church, but practically all of them 
refused. Judge Sapp, who headed the committee to organize a church, said that 
the influence behind this was considered to be the Bucket of Blood. The judge 
often laughed over an incident that occurred in 1913. One prominent citizen of 
Holbrook was a cowboy with plenty of money. Judge Sapp asked him for a dona-
tion. 

“What’s the money for?” he asked.  

Judge Sapp told him it was for a church building so families could be in-
duced to come here and live. 

“Who wants to bring women and children here anyway? This is a man’s 
country,” the cowboy said. 

The judge explained that he brought his wife with him and expected to 
make his home here. He was told, “Take your wife back to Oklahoma,” if he 

wanted her to go to church.!   

At Holbrook, there would be no church established until 1913.! The Bucket 
of Blood had good reason to fear, for just after the Methodists built the first 

church in town, the old saloon closed its doors.10 

At Flagstaff the Wheelers thrilled to views of the majestic, still snow-laden 
San Francisco Peaks and found a dozen Baptists, but only the Methodists and 
Presbyterians had churches. Incorporated a year earlier, the Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad had set up Flagstaff in 1880 as a base site. Delay in construction of the 
Canyon Diablo Bridge keep the railroad crews at Flagstaff, where they spent 
their money on diversions such as gambling, drinking, and prostitution. Along 
with the railroad, the Arizona Lumber & Timber Company, the largest in the 
West, helped Flagstaff become a permanent town.  

The town was still wild, dangerous, and crime-ridden when the Wheelers were 
sided near the depot for a series of meetings. Gambling was wide-open, and not 
all the games were honest. Prostitution flourished in the saloons that were lo-
cated just across the street from the depot where Emmanuel held services. The 
“soiled doves” were a constant affront to the decent women of the town, and in 
addition to such vice, the saloons were the site of frequent fights, often punctu-

ated with gunfire.11 !  

                                                
10

 Lyle Johnston, ed., Centennial Memories of Holbrook, Arizona, 1881 - 1981, 39-40, Friends 

of the Holbrook Public Library, Holbrook, Arizona.  

11
 Richard K. Mangum and Sherry G. Mangum, Flagstaff Album: Flagstaff’s First 50 Years in 

Photographs (Flagstaff: Hexagon Press, 1993), 26.  
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At Williams, the end of a division of the Atlantic and Pacific road, “the car, 
which was sided just a few yards across from saloon row, was packed with sin-
ners.” At Hackberry, where there was no church or Sunday school, Indian chil-
dren, “many of whom spoke good English,” filled the pews. At Winslow, the 
Wheelers probably used the Union Hall, where “anyone who wanted to preach” 
could preach. Although records are sketchy, it appears that Emmanuel was at 
Winslow before Sunday morning, April 8, when the round house and shops of 
the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad burned to the ground along with eight of their 

finest engines.12!  

Emmanuel in Shop, Wheeler Kil led in Wreck 

After returning to California in 1895 and stopping at Aromas and other Cali-
fornia towns, the Wheelers placed the chapel car in the Sacramento shops for 
repairs. There they held services with the employees until the superintendent 
insisted they vacate the car so that it could be painted. In leaving Emmanuel, 
Wheeler said, “Good-bye, dear old chapel car, but not for long.”  

Two days later, on August 8, as they were on an Atlantic and Pacific train 
bound for home in Winona, Minnesota, Wheeler was killed in a washout near 
Grants Station, New Mexico. Washouts occur often in desert country, as the 
normally rare rains can come in heavy doses in winter and in late summer. Un-

                                                
12

 “History of Winslow,” Arizona, Navajo County Historical Society, Memorial Library, Win-

slow, Arizona. 

 

Attached to a string of cattle cars, Chapel Car Emmanuel, with the Wheelers on board, 
held services for several nights at Flagstaff in the spring of 1895. The car had just 

made a swing through Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona before returning to California. 
(American Baptist Historical Society, MUA) 
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der the shadow of volcanic Mt. Taylor, Wheeler was thrown from the car when it 

went off the track. Mrs. Wheeler miraculously was not seriously injured.!  

The young widow related the tragic moment to the delegates of the 1896 
publication society convention: “a sudden shriek of the whistle, a sudden put-
ting on of the brakes, a crash, and all was over, and my dear one had gone.” 
Many in the audience wept as she quoted a poem.  

 

At last when our journeys up and down shall be done, 

And life’s train shall in triumph to the terminus come; 

We shall sing as we’re nearing heaven’s portals so bright, 

Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! All the signals are right!!13  

 

After Wheeler’s death, a memorial was placed in 
Chapel Car Emmanuel—a new upper half of the 
door that led into the living quarters bore his image 
in stained glass. The lower half was paneled in the 
form of a Latin cross, commonly referred to as a 
Christian door. 

Hills, who had helped the Wheelers in El Paso, 
took temporary charge of the car until March 10, 
1896. He explained why he left a good paying office 
job of $100 per month to help out on the chapel 
car. “I felt I must go on the car . . . I prayed over the 
matter, asking the Lord that if He had work for me 
on the car to open the way for me to go, and if not 
to show me what were his plans for me. I attended 
nearly every service while the car was in the city [El 
Paso], and the more I attended the more I felt called 
on that there was work for me on the car. I gave up 
my position and went on the car and from that time 
till we left the car at Sacramento on the fourth of 

last August, were the happiest days of my life.”14!   

Layman Hills  Carries On Work 

Badly shaken by the death of his mentor and 
friend E. G. Wheeler, Hills determined to keep the car in service until someone 
else could be appointed. At one point, the car had reached Montague, a junction 
town of the Southern Pacific and Yreka road and the supply point for the Shasta 

                                                
13

  Anniversary Report of the ABPS, Asbury Park, New Jersey, 1896, ABHS, MUA.  

14
 Pacific Baptist, November 14, 1895, 4, American Baptist Seminary of the West, Berkeley, 

California. 

 

The railroad workers had 
come to love Wheeler as 
he had displayed his care 

for them. Their gift of 
this beautiful window is 
symbolic of their rela-

tionship. [Norman     
Thomas Taylor Collec-

tion] 
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and Little Shasta Valleys. Hills probably stopped at Mount Shasta City, Weed, 
and Hornbrook, also on the line, although records of his short tenure on the car 
are missing.  

The Southern Pacific Railroad took the challenge in 1883 of constructing the 
steep grades over the Shasta Siskiyou Mountains between Portland and San 
Francisco that other railroads, like the California & Oregon, had shunned. The 
grades were so steep along that line that one little station was aptly dubbed 
Pusher. Pusher, later changed to Dunsmuir, grew into an important rail center 
with a roundhouse and repair facility. Hills would have made a priority of hav-
ing chapel car shop meetings in Dunsmuir.  

An account in the Siskiyou Pioneer newspaper told of the superhuman exer-
tion it took to grade the almost perpendicular bluffs Emmanuel would have 
traveled over, with Chinese as the major graders, outnumbering white workers 
twenty to one. Among the many dangers of completing the Southern Pacific line 
were Moduc Indians who called that territory home. They believed the Great 

Spirit lived at Mt. Shasta’s summit in the bubbling hot springs.!  

While holding successful meetings at Montague, Hills left the car and went 
up to Yreka to pick up express mail. Yreka was not on the Southern Pacific main 
line, and the Yreka Railroad had commenced operation several years earlier to 
connect Yreka with the main line at Montague. Even though there were already 
several churches in Yreka, started when gold was discovered in the spring of 
1851, Hills was invited to come and bring Emmanuel to town, up the steep 
grade of Butcher Hill, for Yreka was at 2630 elevation; past the Catholic, Chi-
nese, and pioneer cemeteries, the hanging tree, over the slow-moving Shasta 
River, all the way into town, with majestic Mt. Shasta always in view. He did not 
have to pay a cent, compliments of the accommodating president of the Yreka 
Railroad.  

 

While in the post office a man said, “Why don’t you come here to Yreka with 
your wonderful car?”  

Hills answered simply, “Because the conductor wants ten dollars to haul it 
over, and we have never paid that to any line of road for any cars.”  

Then the man said, “I am president, general manager, and passenger agent, 
traffic manager, and owner of this line; what do you want?”  

Mr. Hills, much astonished, said, “Why sir, you are very kind; I would only 
like to have the car hauled here to your beautiful city.”  

“It shall be done,” was the answer.  

The next day the little engine coupled on to the car and started up a steep 
grade with many curves. After a time the car nearly stopped. Mr. Hills got out 
the pinch bar, and he and the conductor went behind and pushed and the car 
went to the top of the hill. Then the engine stopped for breath, the engineer 
blew the whistle and rang the bell, and so started for the town. The missionary 
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caught the inspiration, raised the flag on the chapel car, and rang the church 

bell and brought all at the depot to welcome the car.15!  

Jacques Cross Donner Pass to  Old  “Hel l”  Town 

Reverend and Mrs. B. B. Jacques from Massachusetts took over the work 
March 10, 1896, with Hills staying with them for a while, first witnessing to the 
railroad men in Los Angeles at the River Street Station. Towns visited in Califor-
nia by the Jacques and 
Emmanuel in 1896 read 
like a roll call of earlier 
whiskey hells, including 
Dutch Flat, Gold Run, Alta 
and Truckee.  

The Central Pacific 
Railroad reached Dutch 
Flat, then a gold-mine 
boomtown in 1866, but the 
Methodists were already 
there, having built their 
church in 1861. When the 
chapel car arrived at the 
depot in Dutch Flat thirty 
years later, the Jacques 
would have noticed a large 
number of Chinese in town. The Chinese population in Dutch Flat at one time 
numbered two thousand. Many of the Chinese came during the building of the 
railroad and stayed on to maintain shops, become laborers, or try their hand at 
mining. The Masonic Hall, organized in 1856, was the center of town life, aside 

from the saloons and bootleg joints.!   

After services at nearby Gold Run, perched on the side of the Sierra Nevada 
range, the car went down grade to Truckee. Men had come to find their fortunes 
in gold at Truckee at mid-century. It was not until Theodore D. Judah decided to 
bring the Central Pacific Railroad over the Sierra Nevada via the Donner Pass, 
making the towns of Dutch Flat and Truckee important supply bases, that the 
town developed. When the Jacques came to hold services at Truckee, the town 
was more known for the account of the Donner Party, whose trek from Illinois 
to California in 1846 left most of the party dead along the way.  

The Jacques spent sixteen days at Truckee, visiting homes and saloons, dis-
tributing gospel tracts, and having meetings. They saw that Truckee still had a 
hell-on-wheels side. “Although sin of every kind abounds, and the majority of 
the people seem so fully given to Satan, yet we found some of the most kind 
hearted I ever met. We had great children’s meetings, and Protestant and Catho-
lic alike flocked to the car.” Owing to the large number who wished to be pre-
sent at the farewell service, they accepted the pressing invitation of the 

                                                
15

 Anniversary Report of ABPS, Asbury Park, New Jersey, 1896, 82.  

One of the early stops for the young Jacques was at 
Van Nuys, California, April 1896. They would find life 
on Chapel Car Emmanuel quite different than their life 
in Massachusetts. [First Baptist Church Van Nuys Col-

lection] 
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Methodist pastor and held their meeting in his church. This proved to be a wise 
action, as the car could not have accommodated the people, about 200 being 
present. The text was Matthew 7:21. “Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is 

in heaven.16 

 

Then Emmanuel crossed the Donner Pass to a little town just across the Ne-
vada state line, and sends his report to Philadelphia.  

At present we are at Verdi, about ten miles from Reno, which is a beautiful 
little spot, nestled in among the mountains with a population of 300. As we 
looked over the place, we found three saloons, shops of nearly every kind, a 
nice school house, but no church, and on inquiry learned that there was no re-
ligious service in the place at all, except as a Catholic priest came in a few times 
a year. . . .The Catholic element is quite strong but we hope to organize a Sun-
day school and also establish a preaching station to be supplied at least once a 

month by the Baptist Church at Reno.
17
!   

 

                                                
16

 Pacific Baptist, October 1, 1896, 11, American Baptist Seminary of the West, Berkeley, Cali-

fornia.  

17
 Ibid. 

Reverend and Mrs. B. B. Jacques visited many of the Hell-on-Wheels towns that were 
platted during the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad in Utah, Nevada, and 
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The Jacques were distressed to see “boys and girls running wild on Sunday,” 
and they quickly organized a Sunday school the last week of September 1896.  

Reno was already known for its wide open gambling. Just a few months ear-
lier a thirty-three-year-old San Francisco mechanic created the first slot machine, 

a small black machine he named the Liberty Bell. It paid off in nickels.! The Lib-
erty Bell would be followed by many more versions of its kind.  

The Reverend N. L. Freeman, pastor of the Reno church, praised the work of 
the chapel car. “To say that I am won over on the side of chapel car work does 
not express my feelings nor my convictions. The work, the car, the workers 
must be met, seen, felt, to fully realize the method of thus spreading the gospel 
to be of God. If I ever had any doubts of the advisability of such methods, they 

are forever banished . . . .”18    

Reno had hoped to be the maintenance base for the Central Pacific Railroad 
but was disappointed when Wadsworth “a dinky town 15 miles down the line” 
received that honor. Wadsworth’s roundhouse was busy, from its founding, and 
it remained one of the most important maintenance centers in Nevada for the 
next forty years. One of the jokes of the day was that Reno was scheduled to be 
folded up and shipped by flat car to Wadsworth. That joke eventually came true 
in 1904, but it was Wadsworth, not Reno, that was packaged up and shipped 
away to another new town—Sparks.  

Jacques baptized many in the waters of the Truckee River at Wadsworth, 
and November 7, 1896, the second Baptist church in Nevada was organized. 
When the Southern Pacific Railroad (Central Pacific) shops were moved from 
Wadsworth to Sparks, along with the rest of the town in 1904, the Baptists 
chapel was also moved and reorganized under the name of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church of Sparks. It was the first church in Sparks, and Governor John Sparks, 
for whom the town was named, gave a beautiful glass window to the church. 
That window still exists in the new building.  

At Lovelock, meetings were held in “a town largely given over to the saloon 
element,” and at Winnemucca, where Jacques spoke to six hundred on the river 
banks during a baptismal service. Nevada journalist Jim Hulse wrote that when 
Nevada was young, it had little time for God.  

Unlike Utah, which was carved from the desert wilderness by the devout 
Mormons, and California, which in the beginning was the dominion of God-
fearing Spanish missionaries, Nevada was spawned by rowdy, irreverent men 
who owed their allegiance to mammon. . . .A hundred Nevada ghost towns 
have, among their forgotten streets and shadows, the ashes of burned churches 
or the ruin of temporary meeting houses. The forces which helped to kill so 
many tiny, religious movements in their infancy had something to do with the 
creation of the present Nevada. The hard life and commercially unattractive 
land which discouraged the early churchmen, plus the get-rich-quick spirit of 
the railroaders and miners, helped to build the present society which gives ha-

ven to gamblers.
19
!  
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It had been difficult for Baptists to organize, build, and survive in Nevada, 
and the coming of Chapel Car Emmanuel was a great boost. The Jacques visited 
the Nevada towns again in the spring of 1897, and then went to Towles, Califor-
nia. There among the old crags and peaks of the grand old Sierras, the Jacques 
built a church on land give by the Towles Brothers, who owned a prosperous 
lumber business.  

At Clipper Gap the candidates “who went down into the pure running water as it 
flowed through the orchard preached a greater sermon to the people assembled 
there than works could ever do,” and day-by-day in Sacramento, the car was filled 
with men from the great Southern Pacific shops. In October, Mrs. Jacques be-
came ill enough to be hospitalized in San Francisco, but was well enough to con-
tinue on to Willows, Cottonwood, and north, where on Thanksgiving Day they 
held services for everyone in Redding.  

Mrs.  Jacques in Failing Health 

Across the state line in Oregon, they stopped at Cottage Grove, where the 
Wheelers had organized a church that had failed. Then down the line to 
Creswell, Eugene, Irving, Riddles, Shedds, Corvallis, Fort Stevens with the Army 
boys; Astoria, Knappa, on the Columbia River, Wells Station, and many others.  

Emmanuel reached Ashland on December 3, 1897. At Talent the Jacques 
found a unique mixture of beliefs, and Jacques explained, “Nearly everything is 
represented, from Baptist down to Unitarians, infidels and socialists, yet God 
gave victory.” Their next stop was Medford, where it was ice-breaking time, so 
those who wanted to be baptized had to wait until warmer weather and warmer 
water. At Tolo, Jacques found themselves out in the woods, with only a half 
dozen houses in sight, but they managed to start a Sunday school. In February 
of 1898, Emmanuel came into Grants Pass, along the rough and rocky Rogue 
River where gold had been discovered in 1851. Jacques hoped to encourage the 
Baptists there who had seen their first building burn to the ground, and as 

would happen, their new building would also burn down in 1902.!   

Mrs. Jacques’ health broke down at Grants Pass, as it had on previous occa-
sions in other places. A physician was called in, and he told her that if she 
wanted to live, she must leave the work. “No one can tell the struggle it was for 
her to step out and say “good-bye” to the dear car for a time at least, but weak-
ness compelled her to do it, and thus I was left alone,” her disheartened hus-
band wrote to Boston Smith, Chapel Car Manager.   

Wilfred Dimock, who would be on the car for eight and one half months. 
joined Jacques in the work at Merlin, At Dillard, they stayed two weeks as inter-
est did not abate. One night, Jacques related, as the meeting was going on, a car-
load of lumber was run in on the track and removed to ground donated by the 
general manager of the railroad shops, ready for a church to be built.  
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In one Oregon town, a Methodist minister came to the meetings in the car, 
and said, “This is the best thing I ever saw. I am going to petition the Methodist 

conference to build me a chapel car.”! No record has been found that the Meth-

odists ever built such a car.20 

Back in California in December 1899, Mrs. Jacques joined her husband for a 
brief time, and the Jacques established a church at Camarillo. “We have never 
seen souls so stirred,” a member wrote. The Oxnard Courier reported: 

 

The car “Emmanuel” is a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, 
to lead lost souls wandering in Egyptian darkness to the feet of the Lord. On 
week days the daytime services are confined to young folks, but as the shades 
of night fall, the twinkling lights from many windows and the musical intona-
tions from the chapel bell of the car proclaim the welcome to partake of the joy 
of the Redeemer extended to rich and poor alike, in full measure, without 
money and without price. The chapel car has not been large enough to accom-
modate the crowd; so long as the interest in the services lasts and people 

gather to worship in the car, it will remain with us . . . 
21
!  

 

Or their return to Los Angeles, Jacques reported, “Last Saturday, we held a 
train service. Among those who came in were four railroad officials from the Un-
ion Pacific Railroad and the Chicago and Northwestern roads. They were just de-
lighted with the work and expressed much sympathy for it. I do not think that 

Emmanuel was ever in better favor with the railroads than now.”22 

Along with organizing the Baptist church in Pasadena, and reaching several 
other California towns, Jacques and Thomas Moffatt, who had come to help out 
in Mrs. Jacques’s absence, attended the Arizona Baptist Convention in Tempe in 
April 1901. On the return trip, they visited Guadalupe, Mexico, one of the few 
times a chapel car crossed a United States border.  

Worried about his wife whose health had not improved, Jacques left chapel 
car service in the fall of 1903 for the pastorate of the Baptist church in Santa 
Clara, California, one of their earlier chapel car stops. This permitted them to 
have a more normal family life with their two daughters, who had been left in 
the care of relatives much of the time, and for Mrs. Jacques to regain her health. 
Their service on chapel car Emmanuel was without blemish or complaint.  

Hermistons Bring New Approach to Ministry 

A new, quite aggressive approach to rail evangelism came to Emmanuel with 
the appointment of the Reverend E. R. Hermiston and his wife to the car. The 
Hermistons, and at times daughter Marjorie, were on the car from October 1903 
to July 1915. Hermiston frequently referred to and took great pride in his years 
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as a baseball player with the International League, founded in 1877 as one of the 
first minor leagues. It was generally acknowledged that several of its teams were 
as good as or better than some in the National League.  

 

I can understand some things in my own life. I left the Mills Academy in 
my sophomore year to join the baseball boys. I traveled two years with the In-
ternational League, and those the canker-worm has eaten. Mother never ceased 
to pray for me, and the night I returned home she put her arms around my 
neck and said: “My boy, I gave you to God when you were an infant child and I 
know some day that you are going to be converted and preach the gospel.” At 
that time I wept over my sins and I believed I was ordained for the chapel-car 
work.” Hermiston remembered this verse, “I thought little of it then, Though 
memory touched my heart, For her whose love sought from above, For me the 

better part.”
23
!  

 

Like his contemporary and hero, Evangelist Billy Sunday, who had played for 
Chicago and Pittsburg from 1883 to 1890, Hermiston was not well educated. 
However, he did have a knack for evangelistic preaching and a zest for reaching 
the unsaved, especially railroad men. “I spoke to one thousand men in the rail-
road shops last summer, and they [shop managers] gave one half hour of their 
time without docking the men. I feel that I am pastor to four million railroad 

men.”!  

Hermiston began his ministry on Emmanuel in Oregon in March 1903. Re-
ports of the Oregon Baptist State Convention missionary in 1901 indicated that 
the moral condition in many parts of the state were sad indeed. “. . . the wick-
edness and destitution appalling. Saloons, gambling dens, houses of ill-fame, 
and other abominations have taken root in this fertile soil, and are bringing 
forth a dire harvest of corruption and death. In some of these towns there is no 

religious work of any kind . . . .”24 

Hermiston’s first stop was Tallman, Oregon; then he went to Halsey and 
Portland, before making a run to Nevada to revisit and revive the churches 
started by Jacques.  

From Red Bluff, California, in 1905, he had the audacity to write to John D. 
Rockefeller and ask for help with transportation problems with Emmanuel. His 
first mistake was to write Rockefeller at all. His superiors at the Publication So-
ciety were dismayed that he had done so. His second mistake was to misspell 
Rockefeller’s name in the inside address. Although the letter was typed, it had 
many errors and Hermiston had made crossouts (in the following text they are 
indicated by brackets). 
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John D. Rockafellow [Sic] 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Red. Bluff. Cal. 2.15.05. 
Dear Sir:- 
I m sure [you] will be delighted to here about the work of Chapel Car 

Emmanual. Our trip north has been a continual revival and over one hundred 
have been baptised into this association as a result of the car work and this is 
one of the most needy [fields] in the State. At this place a great work is in pro-
gress and [H]arry [M]ainard the chapion Puglist has been converted, and closed 
his saloon He had one of the finest in the place and he is working to save oth-
ers, Four other saloon men have been in our meetings. Untold good is being 
done among the rail road men 30 have been baptised here and two are rail road 
men. 

I write to say that a [p]haroh that knows not Joseph had come into power 
on the Southern Pacific. R. R. And we have to pay half fare for the transporta-
tion of the car. And I thought you might have influence in the matter to get us 
free transportation; I have great confidence that you will do all you can in this 
matter and it will confer a lasting blessing on these [places] that need the work 
so much. 

Yours after the lost. ER Hermiston!  

  

There is no evidence that Rockefeller responded to the letter. 

 

The San Francisco Examiner gave the fol-
lowing account of the conversion of the 
fighter Harry Maynard that Hermiston re-
ferred to in the Rockefeller letter. 

 

Harry Maynard, the once famous San 
Francisco prizefighter had found religion and 
he has closed his saloon at Red Bluff, and it 
would take a burglar to break in through the 
barred doors. The Maynard - Satan  (Devil) 
bout took place in Red Buff. The pair had met 
before many times and Satan had always won 
so easily that it looked like a lay down. This 
time Harry pulled himself together and went 
after his old enemy at the tap of the gong. 
The fight lasted for days and all of the time 
Harry was ducking and countering and side-
stepping and occasionally doing down for the 
count but always coming back until Satan got 
so weary of his job that he jumped out of the ring and the referee gave the de-
cision to Harry. 

 
After two years of Christian witness, many times speaking on Emmanuel, 

Maynard died. Just before he died he called to his friends and asked them to 
pray and sing. “The end is near,” Maynard said, “I have one request. Tell 
Brother Hermiston that I am so glad that he brought the old chapel car Em-

The American Baptist Publication 
Society distributed brochures 
advertising the work of the 

chapel cars, including one about 
Harry Maynard. [ABHS, MUA] 
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manuel to Red Bluff.” 
25

 

Hermiston Leaves Name and Mark in Oregon 

Hermiston tells his version of the naming of the Oregon town whose name 
he shared. “When I arrived at Hermiston, Oregon, [March 18, 1907] they were 
quarreling about the name of the town and as I was the only neutral person in 
town—I was on the railroad—they accepted my name, and we built a monument 
of chapel-car work, the Hermiston Baptist Church. The entire cost was five thou-
sand dollars.” There are other versions verifying that Hermiston had nothing to 
do with the town’s name, that Robert Louis Stevenson chose it from a novel, 

Weir of Hermiston.! But Hermiston had his own version.26 

The tragic death of a local saloon girl put both chapel car Hermiston and the 
town of Hermiston in the local news. One evening after the service an attractive 
brunette called Carolyn Ross asked to talk with Reverend Hermiston. The talk 
lasted until midnight. She said that she was a saloon girl from Kansas City and 
could sing and dance and mix with the customers.  Her life was shattered; how-
ever, when one night a cowboy made an advance toward her. Unable to fight him 
off, she pulled his gun from his holster and shot him. “From that time on I’ve 
just been traveling and from one place to another,” she explained.  

Hermiston found Carolyn a place to stay, and to show her gratitude, she 
sang at chapel car services for a time. But after having lived the fast-paced life 
of a saloon girl since she was eighteen, the village of Hermiston was too quiet 
for her. Within a month she left. After thanking Hermiston for his help, she 
walked out of Emmanuel. Despondent over her inability to make a respectable 
life for herself, she went to her room and wrote a note to Hermiston, explaining 
that she was sorry for all the bad things she had done. A postscript. read: “A 
bad person doesn’t deserve good people.” As she left town, she was killed in a 
buggy accident. Hermiston preached her funeral sermon, which drew crowds of 

people.27  

Idaho Towns Hear Hermiston’s “Sunday” Style 

To the east, Idaho was growing rapidly with the new rail lines crossing the 
state. The Hermistons took Emmanuel on the Idaho Southern Railroad to 
Jerome. “Only a few months ago it was all sagebrush,” Hermiston wrote, “and 
now the roar of commerce and the click of the telegraph and the whistle of the 
locomotive have driven out the coyote and jack rabbit and made way for the 
Chapel Car in the winning of the west.”   
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Hermiston, who would become known for his colorful stories, some true 
and some truth-stretched, told of the cowboy in Idaho who complained about 
finding Emmanuel in an unexpected spot on a deserted siding. “I am going to 
leave this country, as I think it is ruined, for you cannot go half a mile without 

running into a church or a barbed-wire fence.” 28 

Across southern Idaho, Emmanuel traveled on the Minidoka & Southwestern 
branch of the Oregon Short Line, visiting towns with churches and more that 
were without, at least without a Baptist church. At Caldwell, when Hermiston 
stopped, there had been one church—a Baptist church—and people of all de-
nominations gathered in it. With the growth of the town, other denominations 
started their own churches taking many of the members from the Baptist 
church. Mrs. A. E. Gipson commented on the situation at the sixty-sixth anniver-
sary of the church. “They [the Christians] organized their own church in 1892 
and when they left us, taking with them at least half of the Sunday School 
scholars, it was a time of deep discouragement to the weakened Baptist 

church.”29!  

The Baptist church in Pocatella was established some years after the Utah 
and Northern Railroad came across the state line in 1877 and through the town. 
It was the Congregationalists who built the first church in town, with the first 
religious service held February 24, 1888.  

One Presbyterian missionary from New York came to the southern Idaho 
valley at Hailey and was asked to leave, politely. “Some of the boys in town ap-
pointed a Committee to wait upon him and request him to leave. They stated 
their conviction that if a church were started here, it would seriously retard the 
growth of the town, if not kill it altogether. But Pratt said that he would gladly 
oblige the boys but he had been sent here by his church to perform what he 
considered a scared duty . . . and would remain until he had performed that 

duty. They offered him a purse of $500 if he would leave,” but he refused. 30 

Being a fan of Billy Sunday, it is likely Hermiston would have traveled to 
Spokane, Washington, to hear Sunday preach on Christmas Day in 1908.  

More than ten thousand people crowded into the tent at Spokane with hun-
dreds more trying to get in the door. “Billy told colorful stories as he denounced 
millionaires, college graduates and money-hungry churches. Working up a loud 
and passionate closing, Billy thundered, “When I die, have the butcher take my 
hide and tan it, make it into drumheads and let men go up and down the land 

beating the drums against the Devil.” 31 
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Despite the efforts of the Reverend Dwight Spencer of the Home Mission So-
ciety to start churches in southern Idaho, the Baptists did not establish a base 
until the late 1880s. In Pocatello in 1909, working in harmony with the Railroad 
Y, Hermiston held meetings in the largest hall in the city. Hermiston, taking his 
lead from Billy Sunday, must have thundered and pounded his Bible at Pocatello, 
as he reported, “There was a large number of converts and one-fifth of them 
were railroad men. The entire city was moved, the gambling dens were closed, 

the saloons were put out of business, and the young men filled the churches.”!32  

Railroad Men and Wicked Towns  

At the Hillyard Shops out-
side Spokane, Washington, Mrs. 
Hermiston spoke in the big ma-
chine shop, filled with six hun-
dred men who, according to re-
ports, were much moved by her 
message. The Baptist chapel 
cars would spend much time at 
the Great Northern Railroad Hil-
lyard shops during their tenure 
in the Northwest. Named after 
the president of the Great 
Northern, James Jerome “Jim” 
Hill, the shops, constructed in 
1892, were among the largest 
and finest in the nation, draw-
ing men from all over to work 
on the railroad.   

The summer heat turned 
the chapel car into an oven, and 
the Hermistons headed for the 
cooler mountains and held 
meetings in the car at Kittitas.  
The Great Northern Railroad 

and The Chicago Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad shared the town. The CM & St. 
Paul came through in 1908 and constructed a depot, round house and icehouse 
that employed many men.  

When Emmanuel came into Cle Elum, in 1911, the same two railroads, along 
with a coal and lumber businesses served the town. The town’s population was 
quite diverse as Italians, Croats, Poles, and Slovaks heard of Cle Elum and the 
coal mines and railroads and came by the hundreds.   

The first religious services in town were held in places like Tillman Hall, the 
Reed Hotel Dining Room, a log cabin, and the Cle Elum school, but by 1899 the 
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Reverend and Mrs. Hermiston and daughter 
Margie lead services in the Great Northern Hil-
lyard Shop at Spokane before hundreds of rail-

road workers. [ABHS, MUA] 
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Baptists had the distinction of being one of the first organized churches in the 

city.!By 1904 the Presbyterians, Methodists, Catholics, and Free Methodists had 
also established churches. A history of the town records that it was not un-
common for people from other denominations to attend different churches, 
throw peanuts at the ministers and boo them. That behavior seemed better 
suited for the amateur-night shows at the opera house, which was featuring the 
music of the Chudley-Kennedy five piece union orchestra when Hermiston was 
in town. Hermiston however, saw more wickedness than a five-piece dance band.  

  

At Cle Elum we had the meetings in the mining town and the car was side-
tracked right in the slums, and it was certainly a wicked place. I do not believe 
that we were ever in a place where things were so wide open. In some respects 
it was worse than in the gold fields of Nevada. Any hour of the night we would 
wake up and hear them singing their Bacchanalian songs and sometimes fight-
ing.  

They told us when we arrived it was no use to try to hold services as the 
people did not go to church. But, the chapel car was a little different. They 
came and filled the car night after night. The lumber jacks gave my little girl 
money to sing for them. On Sunday nights the saloon men and publicans and 

sinners crowded the car and some women from the red-light district came in.
33

 

Hemiston’s Behavior Dismays Bosses 

Hermiston had the knack of going wherever he wanted to go, whenever he 
wanted to go there, and this caused problems with his superiors and the state 
missionaries with whom he was supposed to be cooperating. In October 1911, 
George White, his boss in the western district, lost him again. Hermiston had 
left Washongal, Washington, without notice, and the people at Washongal were 
mad. They had wanted the chapel car to remain there to help in defusing at-
tempts of the Campbellites in town to divide their church. White, exasperated 
wrote to Dr. Seymour, his boss, “I find it impossible to keep track of him [Her-
miston]   . . .running about, regardless of others. No one knows where he is ex-
cept the station agent, and he told me several places the car had visited along 

the line.”34 

Ignoring the controversy surrounding his erratic behavior, Hermiston, at 
Camus now, wrote White boasting about his success at Goldendale, where he 
was not to have gone. Great crowds came to the depot when Emmanuel was get-
ting ready to depart, they sang, wept and shouted and cheered. How much of 
that description was exaggerated, it would be hard to tell, although Hermiston’s 
personality and preaching style seemed to have dramatic effects on people.  

As White had requested, and for once on time, Hermiston sent an inventory 
of the car, explaining, “the oil stove is a goner and the silver cornet was stolen a 
year ago.” The items listed, in his own spelling, were a Edison Phonograph with 
records, $25.00, Copying machine, $15.00, Ten dollers worth of Silverware, Five 
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dollers worth of dishes, Twenty dollers worth of Bedding, Ice cream freezer and 
Coal scoop shovel, Hand saw, Ax, Sledgehammer, ice forks, carpet beater; 3 Fold-
ing chairs One rocking chair & One Study chair, covering for vestibule, Organ, 
Pulpit, Organ chair, Flag pole, 2 box lamp chiminies, Paper punching machine, 

and some oil cans.35!   

This chapel car list was an interesting contrast to fellow publication society 
colporter H. P. Anderson and his wagon, working in Moab, Utah, during the 
same time period: wagon, $155, Two horses $335, Set of harness $50, Horse 
blankets and bed blanket $18, Whip, feed bags, curry comb and brush $4.50, 
Lantern, oil can and stove $3.40, and Trunks and grips $25.  

Even though Hermiston was told by White not to go to Vancouver, Washing-
ton, Hermiston wrote that he was going there anyway. His cherry approach had 
developed a sharp edge. “Gypsy Smith (another Evangelist in the mold of Billy 

Sunday) is there. It is a good railroad center and we have a right to go.”!  

Not too many things seemed to unnerve Hermiston, but the rumor of an-
other chapel car on the road gave him quite a scare while he was at Brawley, 
California. On January 20, 1912, he hurriedly scribbled another note, which was 
obviously not edited by Mrs. Hermiston, to White, the Pacific District Missionary. 
“I learn that the Nazerene Church has put a Chapel Car on the Road and that 
they are headed for this Valley and I wish you would find out and see if we can-
not work together and not cover the same Territory at the same time. There 
headquarters is in Los Angeles, Calif. We are well. Another man made a decision 
last night and seemed to be converted. I am going to leave here Monday, as I 
want to get to Holtville before the other Car as we can build a Church there.” 

 On February 2, a bit relieved, he wrote White again,  “I am glad to learn 
through Watson that the Nazerine People have no Chapel Car and dont intend to 

put one on it was false report.”36 

Hermiston Not Happy with Arizona Mission 

In October 1912, chapel car Emmanuel returned to Arizona, where it had 
last been with the Wheelers in 1895. The years from 1900 to 1917 were difficult 
times for Arizona Baptists because of the move toward modernism on the part 
of some in the Northern Baptist leadership and growing Landmark conserva-
tism.  Publication society leaders thought that the irrepressible yet irresistible 
Hermiston might be able to bring some spark to the struggling churches. At the 
convention in 1912, the Arizona Board, in the midst of considerable dissent, 
voted to remain with the Northern Baptist Convention.  

Hermiston, with the humor that helped him survive many chapel car hard-
ships when other less jovial men weakened, wrote another unedited note to 
George White from Yuma. “We are now at Yuma and things are down to the bot-
tom and it looks like a wicked town and it makes me think of what the little girl 
said when her people came to Ariz. she said ‘good Bye God’ we are going to 
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Ariz. I hope it will not be that bad. It is very hot here and yet they say it is fine 
now. If this is fine I dont know what it is when it is hot. Gen Sherden [Sheridan], 
said if he had a Ranch in Yuma and one in Hades he would rent the one in Yuma 

and live on the other.”37!  

In spite of his poke at Yuma, the meeting there was a “great revival,” and 
Brother McCourtney, state missionary, said, “it was the best meeting he had 
seen in the state.” Hermiston said he had been misinformed about Yuma. “While 
Yuma has been described as a wicked and godless place of 4,000 people, yet a 
change has come with the entrance of so many new people. To explain this, it 
should be said that the Government has spent over eight millions of dollars here 
and the railroad two million more, and most of it had passed through the sa-
loons. But there is a new era of prosperity on in this country, and I think with-
out doubt it will be one of the big towns of the state.”  

There were a large number of United States soldiers in Yuma, as it was a 
border town, and because of the Mexican trouble, they had to be on guard. Some 
of the boys attended the services in the car and “were caught in the gospel net,” 
as Hermiston reported, and the pastor baptized eight of the young men.   

On November 1, 1912, the chapel car arrived in Safford, a strong Mormon 
town. The Graham Guardian reported the arrival of Emmanuel and the Hermis-
tons, who were given a nice reception by church members. The chapel car did 
not receive quite as nice a reception from the stationmaster. There was no sid-
ing for the chapel car and no passing track. This was the first time this had 
happened to Hermiston.  

 

We were afraid we would have to leave. Then the railroad people did the 
magnanimous thing and built us a spur free of cost. Say what you will about 
the railroad corporations, they have certainly treated the chapel cars kindly. 
Then there was a good deal of excitement about politics which engrossed the 
men. Added to that a circus came to town and the Mormons had a big dance to 
put the finishing touches on the week’s celebration. But we preached the simple 
gospel and it proved to be the power of God unto salvation to the Mormon as 

well as to the Gentile.
38

  

 

In spite of the opposition of the Mormons, crowds filled the car every eve-
ning, according to the newspaper.  “All Christian people are taking a part in the 
work. . . Expect large service Sunday. There will be a meeting for the men in the 

Safford Theater on Main Street Sunday at 3 p.m.”! Before leaving, Hermiston re-
ported that he started a movement to have all the Evangelical churches work 
with the Baptist people and make one strong Gentile church.  

Sick from the alkaline effects of Arizona water and tired from the journey, 
Hermiston wrote from Globe on November 25 that they had a great closing cli-
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max at Safford and a fine baptismal service. Twenty-five or more people made 

decisions, and they doubled the membership.!  

Globe, sandwiched between the Apache and Pinal mountains, called itself 
the Capital City of the County with the Copper Bottom, although originally men 
came to mine silver not copper in its red mountains. In the early 1900s Globe 
was a wild west metropolis of twenty thousand boasting fifty dance halls and 
saloons that never closed. In one week, the operator of a North Broad Street soft 
drink stand witnessed three murders. Miners, from their new union hall, gaped 
while spreeing cowboys herded a wild-eyed steer through the plate glass win-

dow of a luxury gambling house,! but in spite of the wildness, there were those 
in Globe who wanted more of 
a religious influence in town—
they wanted a Baptist church.  

The Globe Daily Silver Belt 
newspaper reported Sunday, 
December 1, 1912, that Rever-
end Hermiston preached in the 
morning and at the evening 
service. Mrs. Hermiston “deliv-
ered one of her best addresses 
“Mother, Home and Heaven” 
and Mr. Hermiston sang the 
beautiful solo, “Tell Mother I 

Will Be There.”  

The following Sunday, the 
Hermistons followed a similar 
routine in services, and then 
the Silver Belt announced on 
December 11 that the couple 
were leaving Globe for other 

points in Arizona. 

“The Silver Belt reported January 23, 1913, that the chapel car was now in 
Miami, where a church was under construction on land donated by Inspiration 
Copper Mining Company. The Miami Land and Improvement Company first de-
veloped Miami, founded in 1907, when they purchased a tract of land on the 
upper end of Miami Flats (where the down-town present day Miami is located). 
In 1908 Cleve Van Dyke purchased the tract from the Miami Land and Improve-
ment Company and also began purchasing adjacent tracts of land. It was not un-
til two days after the first train arrived on the newly constructed railroad, 4th of 
October 1909 did the sale (and renting) of lots begin. At this point, the town was 
little more than an idea on paper. Only the roughest of streets had been graded, 

and no utilities of any kind were available.39 

 Much progress had been made in the development of the Inspiration Com-
pany: construction of a mill and power plant, water supplies secured, one hun-
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Six-year-old Miami, Arizona, in January of 1913 was 
a rough frontier town, although a Presbyterian 

church had been organized in 1911. The Baptist 
Church under construction when Emmanuel came to 

town would be the second church in the new rail 
community. [Norman Thomas Taylor Collection] 
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dred employee houses, a lodging house and a boarding house provided, and 
there were doctors and a company hospital in town. A Presbyterian church had 
been started in 1911 in Miami, and the Baptists, who had been meeting in the 
schoolhouse, would boast the second church in town.  

All the meetings were held in the car. A local journalist admired Mrs. Her-
miston, who preached one evening on “Shall we know each other in Heaven.” 
“Mrs. Hermiston has contributed much toward the success of the meetings. She 
is a forceful and eloquent speaker and has been instrumental in the work of 
conversion. The car in which the services are conducted is arranged conven-
iently and is comfortable in every respect. The combination chapel and mission-

ary car is novel in its self and an object of attraction.”40!  

Just as Emmanuel was getting ready to leave the Globe/Miami area, the 
Presbyterians took up the revival spirit where the Baptists left off with another 
full week of evangelistic services. In this rich, open pit copper mine country, the 
devil was getting his due. 

Troubles with Rail  Laws, Revolutionaries 

  The immediate concern, beside the heat, as 
Hermiston wrote from Naco on the border on May 
12, 1913, was that the Southern Pacific might not 
carry the car back to California. To get back on 
their line, they would have to put on several new 
appliances and put a steel platform with vestibule 
ends and steam connections. Hermiston had ap-
plied to the shops at El Paso and hoped to hear 
that they would take the car. To White he wrote, “I 
will be glad to hear from you and if you will not be 
down to say what to do as it would be a bad blow 
to be thrown off the S.P.” 

Still on the border at Naco May 15, where he is 
having good meetings, Hermiston sent his report 
for the year. “For the ten years my books show 
63000 miles traveled, 4750 meetings held, 4490 
sermons preached, 70000 tracts distributed, 3305 
professed converts, 1852 baptisms, 23 churches 
organized, reorganized, and built. “I have covered 
eight states in ten years. The churches built cost 

from five hundred to ten thousand. I have assisted in raisin thirty thousand 
dollers at twelve different dedications aside from the special car work. We have 

seen the desire of our heart in the salvation of the west.”41 
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When the Hermistons arrived at the copper mining town of Douglas in June 
1913, the Baptists were worshiping in a fine church on Church Square, once 
listed in Ripley’s Believe It or Not as being the only place in the world where four 
churches were located on the same block. The congregation was no longer meet-
ing in the ragged tent where the church began in 1902 and where a baptistry 
had been dug in the ground inside the tent and a curtain hung up around it. 

The prayers offered in the churches of Douglas and Agua Prieta across the 
border on Easter morning of 1911 had special significance. The residents of 
Douglas were alarmed over the coming battle for Agua Prieta, and they had 
good reason to be. The chapel car stayed only ten days. It was not considered 
safe in Douglas for man or chapel car, and it would not be for a number of years 
to come. The Mexican revolutionary Poncho Villa would sent out a proclamation 
in October 1915. “I wish you would request every man, woman, and child in 
Douglas to remain off the streets and in their homes in the event of fighting 
across the border. Tell them to get behind adobe walls and not trust wooden 
ones. The penetration of a high power rifle ball is too great for any reliance to 

be placed on wood.”42!   

There was another reason Emmanuel 
hurried out of town. Hermiston did not feel 
well. He and the missus had taken a room at 
the elegant Hotel Gadsden to cool off and 
rest a bit. His note to White May 23, on the 
stationery of the hotel where Poncho Villa 
allegedly would soon ride up the marble 
stairs on his horse, scrawled, “I am not well 
and dont feel a bit good it is the heat or wa-
ter that has upset me. We are now at Doug-
las a few days but will not stay as they had a 
5 weeks union meeting and also Bisbee has 
union meeting on now so we will go on to 

Clifton.”43!  

Hermiston never wanted to go to 
Clifton. From Globe in the fall of 1912, he 
had told White, that he could not take the 
car into Clifton because the curves were too 

short. From Naco May 14 he again wrote 
that the track to Clifton was dangerous and 
the curves were very short, and one railroad 
man had told him it would dangerous. The 
car went to Clifton after all and made it 
around the curves in fine order, and Her-
miston reported a good meeting. “Although 
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it is so hot it is like an oven in between these rocks in a deep canyon.  

Discouraged with chapel car work, Hermiston was thinking of taking a job in 
the East, but could not make up their mind to leave the West. He thought “it 
might be best for the good of the car work to let some one else take it.” He had 
found someone in Clifton to do some minor repair work on the car—varnish, 
running gear overhauled. He begged White to let them return to California near 
the beach where it was cooler, and “a little let down from the strenuous speed 

limit of the last season.44 

Something else was bothering Hermiston. He had been doing some land 
speculating in northern California, around Gerber, and some of those deals had 
gone bad. He had asked for a loan from the home mission society for $1,200 to 
help purchase the lot. Now he is in a money bind and no doubt embarrassed to 
boot. Now he was in a financial bind and no doubt embarrassed. He was afraid 
others would find out about his situation. He did not know that his superior, 
George White, already knew. Other matters beside clean water and ocean 
breezes were on his mind. Regardless of Hermiston’s personal problems, the 
meeting at Clifton was a great success.  

By the end of June, having navigated the precarious curves at Clifton, the 
chapel car and the Hermistons had made their way back to California. Hot, dan-
gerous, difficult Arizona, where dozens were reported saved, was left behind.  

At the large First Baptist Church of San Bernardino, a railroad town with 
nearly two thousand men employed in the shops and on the road, Hermiston 
was having a great revival. He was where he wanted to be, doing what he wanted 
to be doing. He was holding meetings nearly every day in the big Santa Fe shops 
as well as at the church. The men at the shop meetings donated $10,000 to the 

new Y.M.C.A,! another one of Hermiston’s favorite projects. 

The Pacific Baptist reported April 11, 1914, that the worst thing Hermiston 
had to contend with as he moved on to San Luis Obispo, was “the miserable 
dance in the lodge and high school.” At Paso Robles, ten were immersed in the 
Salinas River, and interest in the meeting was so intense that it broke up a tight 
rope exhibition show that was scheduled to take place in the city park. There 
were hundreds of people on the riverbank. Hermiston sang and Pastor Colyar 
waded into the river and preached and explained the Baptist beliefs. That night 
the big 50 x 76 foot tent was crowded and many stood outside to hear the force-
ful and eloquent message of Mrs. Hermiston.    

Hermistons Leave,  Blanchards Move Car to  Montana 

In the spring of 1915, the first steel Baptist chapel car, named Grace, was 
being built at the Barney & Smith Car Shops. The donors of Grace designated its 
first field of service to be California, and they requested to have the Hermistons 
transferred to the new car. Hermiston’s popularity and powerful preaching, plus 

                                                
44

  Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White from Clifton, AZ, June 17, 1913. George L. 

White files, ABHS, MUA. 

 



This Train Is Bound For Glory, Emmanuel 

29 

the large numbers of decisions and baptisms, seemed to outweigh his peculiari-
ties and penchant for trouble with superiors. Also, Mrs. Hermiston was a plus to 
their ministry. At one of their last stops before transferring to Grace, Santa Ana, 
seventy-three persons went forward in confession and thirty-three baptized.   

Mrs. Hermiston had heard that Chapel Car Grace had a real bedroom with “a 
real brass bed,” not just two small single berths, She would be the envy of all 
the other chapel car women. She could hardly wait.  

After extensive repairs and installation of a new Baker Heater, plus keeping 
a stove the Hermiston’s had been using, Emmanuel arrived in Montana in the 
fall of 1915 ready for cold weather. Much to everyone’s dismay, it spent its first 
five months on a rail siding because it lacked workers to run it. The missionar-
ies, the Reverend and Mrs. F. I. Blanchard, did not arrive from Pontiac, Michigan, 
until February 6, 1916. Although the car was in good mechanical shape, it was 
dirty inside and out. By the following week, after some brisk house cleaning by 
Mrs. Blanchard, the car moved to begin revivals with the church in Anaconda. 
After four weeks in Anaconda, the car visited Missoula, Victor, Darby, Hamilton, 
and Belt over the next six months.  

The Daily Missoulian reported March 23, 1916, “Chapel Car Emmanuel ar-
rived in Missoula yesterday morning and was set out on the sidetrack at the 
Northern Pacific station for a three weeks’ stay,” and continued coverage until 
on April 11 it announced that the meetings would close on the coming Saturday. 
“There has been an increased interest in the services during the past few days. 
Sunday evening, a large number were converted.”  

The Blanchards had success at Lewiston, and at Roundup in 1917 a church 
of twenty-one members was organized on New Year’s Day with a praise service 
and an old-fashioned picnic with basketsful of the finest food. Blanchard re-
ported, “Six months ago we did not know there were five Baptists in town.” 
Stops at Laurel, Livingston, and Manhattan resulted in additions to the churches. 
At Belgrave, which proved to be a disappointment as to interest, Blanchard be-
came ill. The car was moved to Bozeman until services could begin again. Rever-
end and Mrs. Blanchard returned to Roundup in 1918, helping with the comple-
tion of the new church before being transferred to chapel car Evangel. 

New Grace Creates Switching Blinzinger and Blanchard  

 The Reverend and Mrs. A. C. Blinzinger came to Emmanuel in the spring of 
1919 and managed the work as it moved from Montana to Colorado. They se-
cured lots, organized churches and erected buildings, including churches at Fort 
Lupton, Simla, and Limon. Former bricklayer Blinzinger was known as a skilled 
church builder, although perhaps a little rough around the edges when it came 
to preaching and pastoring.  

The spread of influenza into the fall of 1919, while Emmanuel was at Boone, 
Colorado, created distinct losses—religious, financial and social, to churches all 
over the Northwest. As the Montana Baptist Convention Annual reported, “Its 
only apparent good came in creating conditions in which our ministers and 
workers left the usual formal routine of service and became veritable ministers 



This Train Is Bound For Glory, Emmanuel 

30 

of mercy in calling, prayer, care of the sick, burial of the dead and in relieving 
the material and spiritual needs of their several communities.”  

The shuffle began again. The Blinzingers were transferred to Grace April 1, 
1924, and Blanchards transferred from Evangel back to Emmanuel. For them, it 
was like coming home. 

The Craig, Colorado, newspaper reported on June 1, 1924, “A chapel car be-
longing to the American Baptist Publication Society was parked just north of the 
freight depot opposite the Moffat station, and with it are Reverend and Mrs. F. I. 
Blanchard.” Emmanuel left Craig for Greybull, Wyoming, where a great revival 
was held and traveled to the mining town of Gebo, Wyoming, where the only 
church in town was organized. Soon the Blanchards were back on the Moffat 
Road to start a church in Steamboat Springs, Colorado, then on to the mining 
camps at Clark and Bear River. 

Blanchards Visit  Ovid, Julesburg, Sedgwick 

Things were not going well for Frank Blanchard in 1926, although he was 
pleased to be back on Emmanuel. He was not pleased that the Colorado state 
secretary had refused to arrange his schedule in detail for him, just the opposite 
from the independent, free-wheeling Hermiston, but had turned the responsibil-
ity over to someone else.  

Rev. and Mrs. Frank Blanchard had successful services at Greybull, Wyoming, and chil-
dren crowded the chapel car for Bible classes. [ABHS, MUA] 
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Blanchard, who was a man who required order and structure in his life, 
complained, “. . . this has not been very satisfactory; he [the Colorado State Sec-
retary] just says go to Ovid where there is a big sugar factory going up, organize 
a church and erect a church building, and then go to Sedgwick and Julesburg 
and if possible build a church and tie them up with Ovid. . . .’” Blanchard, who 
has confessed to having nervous problems before, seemed overwhelmed and 
was showing signs of depression. 

The three little towns that Blanchard was so reluctant to visit in the north-
east corner of Colorado were Ovid, Sedgwick, and Julesburg. Ovid and Sedgwick 
are names that most Americans would not recognize, but many Americans, par-
ticularly rail historians cannot forget the name of Julesburg. For Julesburg was 
one of the hell-on-wheels towns on the Union Pacific Railroad route of the trans-
continental railroad, and before that, it had been at the crossroads of several 
pioneer trails along the Platte River. Records indicate that Blanchard did visit 
Julesburg, for long then a law-abiding town, but did not organize a church there, 
hoping to link a Julesburg fellowship to the Ovid church.  

At Sedgwick the Blanchards held meetings in cooperation with the Union 
Church and Sunday school, also hoping to link with the Ovid ministry. Also a 
sugar beet town, Sedgwick was named after Fort Sedgwick, which was located 
along the nearby Platte River, an important outpost to protect settlers and rail-
road workers during the mid-1800s.  

On August 6, 1925, announcement was made that Colorado’s nineteenth 
sugar factory would be located in Ovid, and headlines in the local papers 
shouted the news. First a tent city sprung up, and then two room shacks were 
roughly constructed for housing the workers, and a boarding house and dormi-
tory were leased to accommodate the workers, as well as the Sugar Cafe. By Oc-
tober, 1926, Ovid had three lumber yards, two theaters, a bakery, two cafes, two 
hardware stores, a beauty shop, two pool halls with barbers, two grocery stores, 
a furniture store, a pickle factory, florist, cheese factory, men’s clothing store, 
two garages and two churches. One of those two was the new Baptist church, 
whose members met in the basement of their church-in-construction—the 

church started by the Blanchards in Chapel Car Emmanuel. 45 

 

he hustle and bustle of 1926 Ovid is gone. Shattered glass windows reflect 
passing sunlight and shadows on the huge brick shell of the Great Western 
Sugar Company. Where are the people now—the ones that flocked to the 
tiny town making it grow like Alice in Wonderland, eating a pill made of 

sugar beets. Where have they gone? The twenty faithful charter members that 
formed that First Baptist Church in Chapel Car Emmanuel? The little children 
who learned their lines for the Christmas program under the tutoring of Mrs. 
Blanchard? The seventy-five who increased the flock? The seventeen who came to 
know Christ through Reverend Blanchard’s spirit-led words during the revivals? 
Those who were baptized in the Platte? 
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The autumn wind, the only sound in the now quiet town, warns the nearby 
trees of the winter to come. First to come to these lands were the emigrants on 
trains full of household goods, livestock and farm equipment. Then came the 
strangers from far away lands, to work in this wreck of broken brick that still 
looms tall in our sight. Together they built businesses and schools, had dances 
and went to picture shows, carried their Bibles to Sunday school and married and 
christened and buried at church.  

There are still folks in Ovid, although few travel along the main street lined 
with buildings no longer used. There are still farmers growing sugar beets. Across 
the river from town is a flag pole marking the spot of old Fort Sedgwick. There is 
nothing there now but the river, and the trees, and the wind.  

In the emptiness of the streets and in the sound of the wind, the words of the 
Gospel of Matthew come to mind. Could Reverend Blanchard have shared them 
with his congregation? Could they have known this is how it would all end? Did 
they find comfort in hearing them. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away (Matthew 24:35, NRSV).”   

 

In June 1928, Blanchard reported that the church at Padroni, Colorado, 
wanted to erect an edifice costing three thousand dollars. “That would not be 
much for a good size community but with a farming town of about 100 people 
and the surrounding farming community composed largely of Mexicans, Italians, 
and Russians, and the Americans dry land farmers hardly able to exist, $3,000 is 
considerable. Nobody from the Home Mission Society or State Baptist office will 

help.” He guesses morosely that he will have to figure things out on his own. 46 

In 1929 the chapel car was back on the Moffat Road at Phippsburg, where 
things were certainly not getting any better for the Blanchards, despite the fact 
that Blanchard had been given a raise of $200, bringing his yearly salary up 
from $1800 to $2,000. Emmanuel had just had a touch up job and repairs made 
for $607 by the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad.  

Fire Damages Car,  Distresses Blanchard 

Then trouble struck—literally. Emmanuel was hit by lightening and caught 
on fire. A distressed Frank Blanchard reported to White, 

 

It caught on fire the afternoon of August 3 while we were away on a two 
weeks’ vacation . . .it was one of the most terrific electrical storms ever known 
in this section of the state. The fire could be seen playing here and there 
throughout town and then came a great crash but it was fully ten minutes be-
fore the people knew where the lightning struck and then they saw smoke com-
ing out of the church end of the chapel car, but no one knows how it came into 
the car, nothing to show.  
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The outside of the car is scarcely touched, but oh, the inside. All of ceiling 
in the church part is black and the sheets of ceiling are hanging down in strips 
and even the ceiling in the house part is practically gone. All of the deck win-
dows, especially of church, are gone, the woodwork around them destroyed. 
The electric wires, though in conduits, are melted together. Men from the car 
shops rushed in by breaking in the glass in the doors and used chemicals and 
carried our clothing to safety. I am thinking the hollow wire gasoline plant is 

destroyed.
47

 

  

The Denver and Rio Grande Western shops at Denver made the fire repairs 
for $1,359.34 plus $460.48 for additional work. Most costs were covered by in-
surance, and Emmanuel was back on the road. After building churches at Agate, 
Bijou, and Bennett, Blanchard was told by the Colorado secretary that he did not 
want any more churches built because of the financial depression. So they left 
the chapel car on a spur at Bennett in October of 1932 for a year to save 
expenses and went to Denver to aid the Mt. Hermon Church.  

The strain of chapel car life became too much for Frank Blanchard, and in 
December 1934, after working at Deer Trail, Littleton, and Peyton, he wrote, 
“Now I am down and out in health. Hope to be back again in Christian work at 
least part of the time, but I believe Mrs. Blanchard and I have a right to rejoice in 
the record of the past.”  

Blanchard, suffering a serious mental breakdown in 1936 was pensioned at 
rate of $357.20 per year, and in June 1937, passed away. Mrs. Blanchard de-
scribed his funeral: flowers sent by many of the churches where they had served 
and pall bearers from Craig, Agate, Bennett, and Gebo churches. She had $19 a 
month from the ministers and missionary board to live on, along with help from 
family. At her age it would be difficult to find work.   

Howard Parrys Offer Stabili ty To Aging Car 

As the oldest boy of five parentless children, the Reverend Howard Parry 
had been placed in Girard College in Philadelphia, a school for “poor, white, 
male orphans.” Parry would pulled himself up by the proverbial bootstraps by 
hard work and determination, becoming one of the best qualified men in the 
chapel car ministry. Work at New York Biblical Seminary and Wooster Academy, 
degrees from Denison University and Crozier Seminary, and academic distinc-
tion in Philosophy and Psychology, were testimonies to Parry’s determination 
and integrity. After several years as a successful Ohio pastor, Parry and his wife 
Mary Ellen were appointed May 1, 1935 to Emmanuel.  

Having lost twins in infancy, the Parrys were childless, which also made 
their situation for chapel car work more tenable.   

The Howard Parry years are recorded by meticulous accounts in his jour-
nals, which were given to the Samuel Colgate Historical Collection at Colgate-

                                                
47

  Letter from F. I. Blanchard to George L. White, April 2, 1935, George L. White files, ABHSA, 

MUA. 

 



This Train Is Bound For Glory, Emmanuel 

34 

Rochester Divinity School in Rochester, New York. As Howard and Mary left 
their home on their way to join Emmanuel in Colorado, on Tuesday, January 29, 
Howard recorded that Mary was not feeling well. They left Chicago at 10:30 a.m. 
on the train and Howard spent the day getting to know the train crew. The con-
ductor had left the Pennsylvania Railroad five years ago, and they had several 
common acquaintances from that connection. The porter was a member of the 
Pullman Company basso quartet and the Copley M. E. Church in Chicago.  

Weather,  Headaches Plague Parry 

From their first destination, Peyton, Colorado, elevation 6800, in the spring 
of 1935, the Parrys experienced a wide range of weather and recorded it in his 
diary. On February 15 the entry includes “Dust storm, wind high, car rocking, 
snow, and heavy winds.” On the 24th, “Blizzard, power off, Temp. 9 degrees, 
wind gale force, car rocking with the wind, hard to keep warm, no power, 
cooked dinner on oil heater.” By March 15, “dust storm with snow at night,” and 
on the 26th, “Terrific dust storm, dropped 25 degrees in hour, cleaned chapel 
but dust storm undid.”  

April did not bring much improvement. On the 6th, “Dust storm,” and the 
10th, “Bad Dust storm.” On the 12, Howard 
got to get out of the car and have a little 
sport, “Shot three jack rabbits.” Back on the 
17th, it was “Dust storm,” again, and on the 
23rd and 24th, “Blizzard, the funeral of a 
four-year-old postponed, drifts high, trains 
late.”  

May did bring some spring showers, plus 
hail on the 8th. After performing his calling 
duties and before his evening meetings, he 
took a time out and hunted prairie dogs and 
rattlesnakes. By the end of May, there is still 
no relief from the weather. On the 30th, “rain, 
hail three and four feet deep, flooding, no 
power, roads washed away.” The last day of 
the month brought “one of the worst dust 
storms, no trains, no mail.” But June 1, al-
though there was still no trains or mail, 
brought a special sight to the weather-beaten 

Emmanuel and the Parrys—“a double rainbow.”  

 By July, three little words began to appear in Parry’s daily journal. “Head-
ache again today.” For most of the years of his ministry, Parry suffered severe 
headaches, much like migraines. But all that was prescribed by local doctors 
were headache remedies and rest. Frequently Howard Parry would take some 
time to go hiking, hunting or fishing; a way to find some peace for the pain in 
his head.  

From Briggsdale to Crowley in the spring of 1937, the Parrys made them-
selves effective in the chapel car service and remained cheerful and energetic—
even amidst dust storms and headaches. According to the Ordway New Era in 

Howard and Mary Parry brought 
stability and devotion to Em-
manuel’s ministry in Colorado 
mountain towns with diverse 

problems. [ABHS, MUA] 
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May of 1936, the chapel car had arrived in the area. After summarizing the his-
tory of chapel car work along old rail towns, it brought the work up to date. “In 
the present era, the car is taken to communities where economic disasters due 
to failures of crops, depression and other extenuating circumstances have made 
necessary a rebuilding of the spiritual life of the community and the local 
church organization. Cooperation with all Evangelical denominations is the 
spirit of the workers. . . and all citizens of the Crowley/Ordway area are invited 
to the services.” Despite a snowstorm and the appearance of a small pox case in 
Ordway, which caused the Parrys to be vaccinated, the first service in the chapel 
car brought out twenty.  

The IGA store in Crowley gave free advertisement to the presence of the 
chapel car at the bottom of an ad that promoted men’s work shoes for $1.98, 
ladies hose for 15 cents, and three pounds of coffee for fifty cents.  Those who 

may have responded to the ad 
were a diversified flock. For exam-
ple, in Mrs. Parry’s children’s work, 
she had three little Japanese girls, 
an Armenian child born of that 
historic group of refugees driven 
out of their native land during the 
World War, and several Mexican 
children.  

The other morning a Japanese 
lady called at the chapel car and 
we had a pleasant visit all morn-
ing. She read in her own language 
John 3:16. Both she and her hus-
band are Buddhists. Every two or 
three weeks a Japanese Buddhist 

priest comes and holds a meeting 
to which they are expected to come. 
But the young Japanese who are in 
high school do not like their relig-
ion and want to be Christians. We 
are soon to cooperate in an effort 

to entertain all Japanese youth in the community that we can get together,” 

Mary Parry reported.48!  

Howard Parry recorded in the summer of 1937 that the weather is merci-
less—hot sun, temperature close to 100, no rain, crops beyond help, tomatoes 
small yield, so hard on farmers. And in November, an infantile paralyses quar-
antine for over a month made children’s services impossible. 

Parry, astute surveyor and student of psychology, saw South Fork as a case 
study in rural problems. His surveys of the towns he visited were carefully pre-
pared, no doubt a surprise and pleasure to his superiors, who were not used to 

                                                
48

 Anniversary Report of American Baptist Publication Society, 1937, Philadelphia, Pennsylva-

nia, 44.  

Mary Parry, 4th from the right in the back 
row, started many Worldwide Guilds in the 

churches where they served. The WWG’s 
were targeted to young women’s interest in 

missions, [ABHS, MUA]. 
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such efficiency: His report of the towns of Del Norte and South Fork on Jan. 2, 
1939 noted —pop. 1500; Churches Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Episcopal, Baptist (1914); large Mexican pop. employed in vegetable fields, cattle 
and sheep; Economic condition fair; Good schools; South Fork report - pop. 100; 
lumber camp, privately owned by Denver man; large number of Mexicans, some 
Americans; Workers of Lumber Co. paid in coupon form; Roman Catholic Mexi-
can, no priest, no service; no church, no itinerant ministry; started services Jan. 
8, 1939.  

It is duplicate of the peonage system of rural America as described in all 
current social approaches to Christian ministry (Parry refers to Mark Dawber’s 
book Rural America). The town, privately owned and operated, once in clutches 
of the owner, must buy from him only in units he operates. Pay is in coupon 
form, only good in the village. The Mill is now shut down and will be for the 
month; the workers become hopelessly in debt, which if they still want to meet 
must remain until more work comes usually in the spring. Thus folks must ei-

ther stay or move away and repudiate their debts.
49

 
   

More immediate problems replaced his sociological thoughts on that day, 
“Before light a severe snowstorm struck here, at least a foot of snow; now the 
wind is drifting it about. Radio out of commission due to storm and strong 
wind.” 

 

For most of 1938, the Parrys worked out of Emmanuel at Deer Trail and also 
established a joint work at nearby Byers. It was hoped that a larger parish work 
could be established in the area, but that was not to be. Instead, Parry would 
take the chapel car to South Fork and the communities of Del Norte an Orway. 

At South Fork a unique work would be accomplished among a rather tran-
sient population. Emmanuel was spurred at South Fork since December 31, 
1938, high in the Rockies between Creede and Wolfe Creek Canyons. As a result 
of Parry’s leadership in South Fork, the Emmanuel Mission Chapel & Hall was 
organized, built, and dedicated December 8, 1940. In a report to the secretary of 
the Colporter-Missionary Division of the Home Mission Society, Parry said there 
was no church or community hall within fifteen miles of this place (South Fork), 
and members of the Emmanuel Mission Chapel believe it is going to change the 
color of the entire community.  

The Parrys were loved and respected in their Colorado ministry, markedly 
for their obvious care for the people of the communities they served, especially 
the young people. For all the good they were doing, Howard still recorded those 
three words frequently—Headache again today. 

Emmanuel Retires Almost To Oblivion 

By 1942 the chapel car ministry had changed dramatically. Free passage was 
a thing of the past, the old wooden cars were not welcome on the rails, and as a 
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result, stays were much longer in towns, and the focus of the ministry had 
changed greatly.  

In view of the expanding scope of the auto chapel car work launched in 
1923, coupled with increased transportation and maintenance costs and a de-
cline in effectiveness of the chapel cars, the Board of Managers of the Home 
Mission Society and the Publication Society began to evaluate objectively the fu-
ture of the fifty year old chapel car ministry. On April 30, 1942, Rich reported to 
the Home Mission and Publication Societies: “Due to several changes it is in-
creasingly difficult to find challenging fields of service for the chapel cars. For 
this reason a thorough study has been made of available fields in states west of 
the Mississippi River. The results indicate that in no state is there a large field 
for the use of these cars . . . . It is probable that within the next few years one or 
two of the chapel cars will be retired from itinerant service.” 

 The Publication Society made the decision to send the chapel car to the 
South Dakota Baptist Camp at Swan Lake. Parry preached his last sermon in 
Emmanuel in February 1942. His salary during his tenure in South Fork was 
$1,660 plus a $400 expense allowance shared by the two Societies. The insured 
value of Emmanuel at that time was $4,440.   

With Howard Parry on Em-
manuel every inch of the jour-
ney, the chapel car left Del 
Norte July 23, 1942, en route to 
Swan Lake, Viborg, South Da-
kota. It was removed from rail 
right of way to avoid demurrage 
charges, and drawn by heavy 
duty trucks with cable winch 
devices the last eight miles to 
the grounds. Then they swung 
the eighty-foot car—at one time 
the longest passenger-type car 
in America—around to its 
proper place for placement 
upon its own trucks.  

It must have been difficult 
for Parry to leave Emmanuel be-

hind, but the car had earned its rest. At a meeting of the board of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society on January 27, 1943, it was voted to sell Chapel 
Car Emmanuel, exclusive of the lectern that remained the property of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, to the South Dakota Baptist Convention 
for one dollar. 

During its thirteen years at Swan Lake, Emmanuel took a horrible beating 
from the weather—wind and rain storms and blistering heat in the summer and 
snow storms and bitter cold in the winter. The car had become an eyesore. In 
1955 financial constraints made it necessary for South Dakota Baptists to sell 
Swan Lake camp to the Northern District of the General Conference Mennonite 
Church with the understanding that the chapel car would be removed.  

Emmanuel stripped of metal was purchased by 
the South Dakota Brandt Engineering Company 

in 1955. [ABHS, MUA] 
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Sold to two men from Sioux Falls in the salvage business, the faithful old 
chapel car was stripped completely of metal. Then the Brandt Engineering Com-
pany purchased the car and used it for storage.  

While on Brandt property, John O. Olson, a master carpenter employed by 
Prairie Village, a pioneer museum near Madison, South Dakota, examined the 
car. He was “greatly impressed with the quality of workmanship and was 
amazed that the car had endured harsh weather conditions for some thirty 
years without even normal maintenance procedures.” A group from Prairie Vil-
lage expressed interest in the car, but Dina Brandt Holgate declined to negotiate 
with them at that time.  

In what would prove to be one more move before finding its just place of 
honor at Prairie Village, Emmanuel was transferred with permission of Brandt 
owners to a group of young people at the First Baptist Church of Sioux Falls, 
under the ministry of Dr. Roger Fredrickson. They had good intentions of pre-
serving the car and having it serve as a community center for VISTA volunteers, 
but local homeowners objected to the appearance of the car, and it was returned 
to Brandt Engineering Company. At this turn of events, Brandt owner Dina 
Brandt Holgate gave permission to transfer the car to Prairie Village.  

Restoration Brings Honor At Prairie Village.  

 

Emmanuel qualified for the South Dakota Register of Historic Places and 
was placed on the National Register in 1976, through the dedicated efforts of 
volunteers and Jacquie McKeon, who wrote If That Don’t Beat the Devil, an early 
book about the chapel cars.  

By the fall of 1982 complete restoration of the exterior of the chapel car had 
been completed at a cost of $34,896. The Honorable William J. Janklow, Gover-
nor of South Dakota, proclaimed May 22, 1983, Chapel Car Emmanuel Day. “I 
join South Dakotans of all religious persuasions in saluting this enduring land-
mark of stalwart faith and steadfast works.”   

As a result of hours of dedicated volunteer time and gifts and grants of money,       
Emmanuel’s interior and exterior were beautifully restored to the guidelines of the  

National Register by 1982. The chapel car is on permanent display at Prairie Village, 
South Dakota. [Norman Thomas Taylor Collection] 
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A small but dedicated group at Prairie Village endeavored to bring Em-
manuel back to its full glory with shiny new oak pews crafted after the pattern 
of the originals, new windows, and newly sanded and varnished walls and ceil-
ing. At home in its place near a 1900s church and period rail depot in the 
charming model town, Emmanuel is again being used as a place of worship as 
well as a memorial to the men and women who guided her path across the great 
West. 

    

   Salvation’s Chariot, roll 

   On, till from pole to pole 

   Christ reigns alone; 

   Till darkness turns to day, 

   Till earth shall choose his sway, 

   And all its trophies lay 

   Before his throne.”  

 

Chapel Car Emmanuel Hymn, Written by Samuel Francis Smith, author of “My Coun-
try ‘Tis of Thee,” and sung to the tune of “Come Thou Almighty King.”    

 

 

 


