
This Train Is Bound for Glory: Chapel Car St. Anthony 

1 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Online Version, 2010 
 

 
Wilma Rugh Taylor 

In Memory of my husband and co-author 
Norman Thomas Taylor 

Catholic Church Extension Society’s Chapel Car St Anthony was renovated from a Wag-
ner Pullman Palace car by the Pullman Company. After seeing American Baptist Publi-

cation Society’s Chapel Car Messenger of Peace at the St. Louis World’s Fair, Father 
Francis Clement Kelley campaigned for a chapel car for the Extension Society. St. An-
thony traveled throughout the Midwest and spent months in the Northwest under the 

care of layman George Hennessey. [Catholic Church Extension Society, Chicago].  
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CHAPTER 11 
If the Baptists Can Do It, So Can the  
Catholic Church Extension Society 

 

 
 

 
he Baptist Chapel Car ministry did not go unnoticed by the Catholic 
Church, or at least by one man—Father Francis Clement Kelley. Father 
Kelley saw the Baptist chapel car Messenger of Peace at the St. Louis 
World’s Fair in 1904. Joe Jacobs, missionary on the car at the Fair, recalled 

Father Kelley’s visit to the car.  

 

T 

At dedication of the first Catholic Church Extension Society chapel car, St. Anthony, June 
16, 1907, dignitaries gather around the car at the Chicago LaSalle Street Station. [Loyola 
University, Cudahy Library archives, Chicago] 
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Messenger of Peace was in the Transportation Building at the World’s Fair 
at St. Louis from opening to closing. I do not remember the day nor the date 
but I clearly recall that one evening, just about the time for close, just as I was 
about to shut the door to go home, a man came up very anxious to see in the 
car and learn all he could about it. I answered many questions—he even took 
dimensions and inquired the expenses and several other things. One remark he 
made was why would this not be good for Catholics if it is good for Baptists? 
He thanked me for my kindness, slipped a bill in the free will offering box and 

went his way.
1
   

 

As a young priest, Kelley experienced the same kind of epiphany as had 
Wayland Hoyt, the Baptist minister who traveled the rails in Minnesota and was 
heartsick to see town after town without churches.  Kelley, a Canadian by 
birth—his father a Prince Edward Island sea merchant and his mother the 
daughter of an Irishman whose ill health prevented him from entering the 
priesthood—was trying to raise funds to build a decent church in place of the 
“dry goods box with a cross on it”  of his first parish at Lapeer, Michigan. On a 
cross-country rail lecture trip in 1893, he was shocked as he saw few cross-
topped steeples through the train windows. “Alas! how few there were—not one 
for every ten towns! There was certainly something wrong. By this time there 

were tears in my eyes.”2 

The Spanish-American War prevented Kelley 
from following up quickly on his rail journey dis-
covery. He volunteered as a chaplain in the 32d 
Regiment from Michigan in May 1898, but after the 
war he returned to the Lapeer parish and his fund-
raising lecture circuit. One night after his lecture at 
Argonia, Kansas, he discovered there was no 
Catholic church in town, in fact not one within 
twenty miles. On his way to Wichita the next day, 
Kelley thought, “Why not establish an organization 
to solicit funds to help build Catholic churches in 
places like Argonia?” Talking the matter over with 
Bishop John J. Hennessey of Wichita, the Bishop 
suggested that Kelley create such an organization 
that would collect money for needy parishes.5   He 
further advised that he use as his guide the idea of 
“church extension society” from the Methodists 
and other Protestant denominations.  

Kelley gathered data from Protestant sources 
that indicated, among other things, that the 
unchurched West had been discovered by the Pro-
testants and was rapidly being filled with churches 

of several denominations, the most successful of which were the Baptists and 
the Methodists. According to his findings, religion in the United States gained 

                                                
1 Letter from Joe Jacobs to John Killian, January 17, 1940, Colporter Department, Archives, ABHSA, VF. 
2 Pete Kelly, “Chapel Cars, Pioneers Blaze Trail for the Church in Oregon,” Extension, July 1996, 8. 

Father Francis Clement 
Kelley, president of the 
Catholic Church Extension 
Society. [Loyola University 
Archives, Chicago] 
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582,878 communicants in 1904 with 2,310 churches. Catholics gained 241,955 
of these communicants and 226 churches. The Baptists gained only 85,040 com-
municants but built 469 churches. The Methodists gained only 69,244 
communicants but built 178 churches. What were these groups doing that the 
Catholics were not?  

Of special interest to Kelley was the extension board of the Methodists, 
which had a standing offer of $250 as a gift to aid the building of a Methodist 
church in any of the frontier states and territories, the only condition being that 
each church must cost not less than $1,250 above the value of the lot. In 1904 
the Methodist Extension Board aided 388 churches, and up to the close of 1904, 
it aided, in all, 13,914 churches. The fact that it also gave loans to poor 
churches, held annuity funds, and received from all its funds in 1904 the sum of 
$429,150.81, plus the $450,000 received by the Home Mission Board annually, 
amazed and excited Kelley. He was determined to sell the home mission concept 
to influential archbishops.  

His efforts failed until he reached Archbishop James E. Quigley of Chicago. 
Catholic historian Father Wilfred P. Schoenberg, S. J., describes the scene in his 
history of the Catholic Church in the Pacific Northwest. “While his Grace 
smoked peacefully into the twilight of a warm evening, the desperate priest 
bombarded him with facts and figures of Protestant success, of the crying need 
for a home mission society, of the plight of priests in the West who had no 
homes for providing rest after their labors in scattered churchless missions.”6  
Kelley’s pleas touched Archbishop’s Quigley’s heart, for he too had experienced 
such a concern as a young priest.  

With Archbishop Quigley’s support and the backing of other prominent 
Catholics, the Catholic Church Extension Society was founded October 18, 1905, 
and Kelley became its first president. Eventually the Society moved from the 
quiet country town of Lapeer to the bustling metropolis of Chicago. 

Second in command to Father Kelley in the young Society was Emmanuel B. 
Ledvina, an Indianapolis priest of Czech descent who, like Kelley, had given up a 
parish for extension work.   His excellent managerial skills and his honesty and 
steadfastness would help keep the chapel car program on even keel when Father 
Kelley was not in the office. 

View of Baptist Chapel Car Results in St. Anthony 
During 1907 a young priest named William D. O’Brien was assigned to the 

Society to serve as an “acting president.” His job was to conduct business while 
Kelley was on the road begging for funds. One of his first projects was the crea-
tion of the Order of Martha, local chapters of ladies who promoted missions and 
sewed vestments and altar linens for the chapel cars and mission chapels. An-
other project was the Child Apostles department, an effort to involve children in 
the home missions effort.8   Genial Father O’Brien, in the mold of the Baptist 
“Uncle” Boston Smith, soon discovered the devotion that the little ones could 
bring to the missions’ cause.  

Kelley had not forgotten the concept of the Baptist chapel car he had seen in 
1904 at the St. Louis World’s Fair. In a 1906 issue of Extension Magazine, which 
he created to promote the cause of missions, he described the appeal of the 



This Train Is Bound for Glory: Chapel Car St. Anthony 

5 

unique gospel car. He explained how its very novelty would draw non-Catholics 
to hear a missionary. Literature could be carried in quantities in the car, which 
at the same time would be the home of the missionary. He also wrote that the 
railroads pulled chapel cars free of charge and they cost little to maintain, opin-
ions which he would have cause to take back in the years to come.  

He concluded by asking, “If the Baptists can do it, why not the Catholics? 
Who will give us a chapel car to place in the service of the scattered ones of the 

flock?”3 

Ambrose Petry Answers the Call 

Someone did answer Father Kelley’s call. 
Ambrose Petry, president of the Ambrose Petry 
Company of New York and Detroit, a streetcar ad-
vertising firm, saw the public relations potential for 
such a car. In 1906 Petry, a Knight Commander of 
the Order of St. Gregory and a member of the ex-
tension society board of managers, moved his op-
erations to Chicago’s Rookery Building. The Exten-
sion Society was also housed in the Rookery, due to 
the kindness of two officials of the Pullman Com-
pany.   

Petry and Richmond Dean, a vice-president of 
Pullman and also a board member of the extension 
society, furnished the society’s office. Petry had ex-
pensive taste, and this look and feel of luxury would 
pose problems later for Kelley, as many visitors did 
not think it appropriate for a society for the poor to 
look so rich. 

Pullman was disposing of the old Wagner cars, 
and Kelley approached Dean about buying one of 
the old sleepers. The Wagner Palace Car Company 
began as the New York Central Sleeping Car Com-
pany, founded in 1858 at New York City by Webster 
Wagner (1817-1882) in cooperation with Commo-
dore Cornelius Vanderbilt, whose New York Central 
was the primary user of the four original coaches. In 
1869, the Gates Sleeping Car Company was ab-
sorbed and the firm reorganized as the Wagner Palace Car Company. Gates had 
been one of the earliest—if not the earliest—of the sleeping car companies. Its 
bunk-type cars had been in operation on the Lake Shore Railroad as early as 
1858. 

Petry offered to contribute two thousand dollars for the project. Pullman re-
cords show that on July 7, 1907, Petry bought Wagner Palace Car Mentone #187, 
Plan 3049, Lot 1205, built in September of 1886.  Dean, sometimes also de-

                                                
3 Extension Magazine, 1906. 

 

Ambrose Petry, Order of 
St. Gregory, president of 
the Ambrose Petry Com-
pany of New York and 
Detroit, contributed 
funds toward the reno-
vation of a old Wagner 
car into St. Anthony, the 
first Catholic Church Ex-
tension Society chapel 
car. [Loyola University 
Archives, Chicago] 



This Train Is Bound for Glory: Chapel Car St. Anthony 

6 

scribed as a Pullman general manager, had the interior of the car reconstructed 

for chapel car use.4 

Kelley described Petry as a man who could sell anything, a nervous bundle 
of enthusiasm. Half French and half German, Kelley said he had no great knowl-
edge of his faith, yet a most ardent love for it. “He missed Mass only twice in a 
life that was chiefly spent on trains and in hotels. Once he wired the pastor of a 
busy parish in Indiana to hold a congregation ten minutes, so that he could get 
there in time for Mass. Alas, the train was later than ten minutes, and Mr. Petry 
lost Mass that day.” The other occasion was when Petry was laid up in a hospi-
tal. His favorite devotion was to St. Anthony of Padua; and he had a special life 

of the Saint written for him and published and distributed it widely.5 

According to Kelley, Richmond Dean was a convert to the Catholic Church 
and had never taken any interest in 
church affairs until he was approached 
about the chapel car project, and then 
his enthusiasm was evident. How 
much Dean paid for the renovation or 
how much work was done gratis as a 
result of his influence and position at 
Pullman is not recorded.  

President of the Pullman Company 
at the time of St. Anthony’s recon-
struction was Robert Todd Lincoln, the 
only living son of President Abraham 
Lincoln. A successful corporate attor-
ney, he first served as legal counsel for 
Pullman, and then he ran the Pullman 
Company as acting executive after 
George Pullman’s death in 1897, and 
then as president.  

In the summer of 1907, when the 
old Wagner car was being trans- 
formed into a beautiful chapel car by 
the generosity of Petry and Dean, Rob-
ert Lincoln was not in the best of 
moods or health. Beleaguered over the 
disposition of his father’s personal 
papers, which were then boxed up in 
his office in the Pullman Building in 
Chicago,  he was becoming less active 
in the day-by-day affairs of the Pull-
man Company. He would retire in 1911, although continuing to serve on its 

                                                
4 Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois, Pullman Collection. 
5 “Kelley, Francis Clement,” New Catholic Encyclopedia (Washington, D. C.: Catholic University of 
America, 1967), vol. 8, 144-45 
 

In the center of St. Anthony’s altar was a 
painting of St. Anthony. Count Santa Eulalia, 
the Portuguese consul in Chicago, donated 
the candlesticks and a beautiful ivory cruci-
fix, carved in the eleventh century. [Loyola 
University archives, Chicago] 
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Board of Directors. It is unlikely that he would have paid any attention to this 
special project of one of his vice presidents.  

Named appropriately by Petry in honor of his gentle saint of Padua, also pa-
tron saint of lost things, this first Catholic car—St. Anthony—was officially 
blessed June 16, 1907, at the Chicago LaSalle Street Station, three days after Fa-
ther Kelley was awarded an honorary doctor of laws degree by the University of 
Notre Dame.  Archbishop Quigley of Chicago, who was such a supporter of the 
Extension Society and the chapel cars, hoped to be present for the dedication 
but was unable to attend. He sent in his place Bishop Peter J. Muldoon.  

The Reverend John W. Melody, associate professor of moral theology at the 
Catholic University of America, Washington, D. C., gave the address, and said, 
“The ceremony in which we are participating today marks a new era of mission-
ary effort—not indeed a new era in the nature of this effort, but in the matter of 
its method. May God’s blessing attend it upon its way. May it realize the mission 
upon which we send it forth. May it ever be the harbinger of Grace to those to 
whom it shall come. May it finally augur propitiously for the new manner of 

missionary spirit which today it doth usher in.”6 

St. Anthony, seventy feet long with a normal seating capacity of 50, was ca-
pable of holding sixty-five persons. The altar was so constructed that in its 
many drawers could be stored the sacred vessels and vestments. In the center of 
the altar was a painting of St. Anthony. The candlesticks and a beautiful ivory 
crucifix, carved in the eleventh century and donated by Count Santa Eulalia, the 
Portuguese consul in Chicago, were held in place by screws. The movable com-
munion railing could be converted into a confessional. Two small rooms for the 
Chaplain and attendants, a kitchen and dining room completed the arrange-
ment.  

 The New World newspaper reported, “The car left the LaSalle Street Station 
at 6:30 Sunday evening [June 16, 1907] for Wichita, Kansas, where it will be at 
the service of Bishop Hennessey until next December. During this time the 
Bishop or a missionary priest will tour the branch lines of the railroads running 
through Kansas, stopping at towns where there are no Catholic Churches to ad-
minister the sacraments and bring the consolation of religion to the isolated 
members of the Faith.” The Soo Line was the first railroad to offer free transpor-
tation. 

St. Anthony Heads to Kansas Mission 
Especially adapted to the Western and Southern sections of the country 

where Catholics were few and where small congregations could be housed dur-
ing services, St. Anthony served in Kansas and South Dakota from 1907 to 1909. 
On board and in charge was layman George Hennessey, a jovial, redheaded Ca-
nadian Irishman who was a first cousin of Father Kelley. As superintendent of 
the cars, he received the “princely sum of $100 a month and his room and 
board.”  

                                                
6 Francis P. Leipzig, Extension in Oregon (St. Benedict, Ore.: The Benedictine Press, 1956), 34. 
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According to Kelley, George was gifted for chapel car work. He had been an 
altar-boy when he was young, knew the ceremonies and everything that goes 
with their proper movement, had a beautiful Irish tenor voice, could play the or-
gan, and was the friend of “every unreconstructed backslider who comes along . 
. . .He does not preach, for that is the province of the Chaplain, but he talks to 
everybody without preaching, and somehow—God knows how—the talk is as 

good as a sermon for one man or woman.” And the children loved him.7 

After stopping at Kansas City and at St. Louis on June 17 and 18, where 
crowds visited the car, St. Anthony left on the Frisco and Missouri Pacific Rail-
road21  for Wichita where, because of the rush to have the car at the dedication, 
adjustments had to be made: movable articles on the altar screwed down, screen 
doors, an electric light plant, and ventilation installed, and the apartment put 
into first class order.    

The car arrived at its first mission at Wellington, Kansas, where Bishop John 
Joseph Hennessey said a low Mass in private for the donor of the car, Ambrose 
Petry. According to George Hennessey, this was really the first Mass offered in 
the car. Then Father T. A. McKernan, rightly called the first chaplain of the 
Catholic chapel cars, although Bishop Hennessey has the honorary title, cele-
brated Mass for the throng that filled the car. In the afternoon, parents pre-
sented two children for baptism; one of them was named Anthony in honor of 
the car’s patron saint.  

At Castleton, Kansas, came the first results of a St. Anthony visit, when 
thirty-one hundred dollars was subscribed for the building of a church, with a 
non-Catholic making the first subscription of nineteen dollars, and other non-
Catholics adding another five hundred toward the total amount. The next stop 
was Liberal, where another church was in the planning. 

A freight train pulled into the siding at Larned while the St. Anthony’s black 
porter, Horace, was sweeping the platform. The fireman called out, “Hello, there, 
what you got there?”  

“Church,” replied Horace.  

“Say what you givin’ us?”  

“It’s a fact, complete Catholic Church.”  

“Well, say, don’t that beat the limit,” was the exclamation of the fireman as 

St. Anthony pulled away.”8 

Opponents Attack Chapel Car Concept 
As was true with the Episcopals and Baptists, there were those in the Catho-

lic Church who did not agree that the chapel cars were a great idea. As early as 
the fall 1907, opponents of the chapel car were heard and quickly rebutted by 
Bishop Hennessey in Extension. 

 

                                                
7 Kelley, Story of Extension, 88. 
8 “A Week with the Chapel Car,” Extension, November 1907,10. 
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Some crooked minded Judases raise their hands in hypocritical amazement 
and exclaim “To what purpose is this waste.” Could not that Chapel Car be sold 
and the money given to poor churches? Why is the Chapel Car criticized and a 
handsome, costly parish church not? What is the difference in the object of 
both? Both have the same use—a suitable place to administer the Sacraments 
and in which to offer the Most Holy sacrifice of Mass. But a Chapel Car has the 
advantage of the parish church in that it can be brought into places where there 
are no churches, and the few that are found in these places are given every 
convenience that would have if they possessed a church. If a Chapel Car can be 
substituted for an empty grocery store, an Odd Fellow’s hall, or a vacant wood-
shed, for the sacrifice of Mass, where is the objection?  

The car itself is a teacher and a suggester by its neatness and the costli-
ness of its appointments. In the experience which six weeks use of the Chapel 
Car in the diocese of Wichita has given, we include the education of young per-
sons especially who never saw a church, and have been accustomed to hear 
Mass now and then in a farm house with a grunting pig doing duty for a choir. 
They see a neat holy water font at the door—they do not know its use! They see 
a beautiful altar, bright candlesticks bigger than they ever saw before, beautiful 
vestments of gold, not the conventional hand-me-downs which are found in the 
traveling bags of most missionaries, beautiful gold chalices and ciboriums—
everything handsome, precious and suggestive of Him for whom they do 

honor.
9
   

 

Bishop Hennessey was not done with his counterattack. “Our critics might 
say that all this could be done and is done by ordinary missionaries everywhere 
without a chapel car. Perhaps it could if conditions were favorable, if a suitable 
hall could be rented, and an organ provided, and an organ player imported, and 
a convenient dry goods box could be borrowed for an altar, and a codfish box 
for a credence table, and a couple of empty beer or catsup bottles for candle-
sticks, but we believe those who are listening to us will still be persuaded that 
the Chapel Car is away ahead in every respect, and that it is worth all the money 
that was paid for it.” 

  
Perhaps the most adamant foe of the chapel cars and the extension society 

was Archbishop Diomede Falconio, O. F. M, the apostolic delegate. Falconio had 
welcomed the Society when it was established, but reversed his position when it 
began operating chapel cars. He had been a Franciscan missionary in Newfound-
land and had ideas of his own about the way missionary work should be done. 
They did not include what he considered luxurious travel for missionaries; and a 
chapel car, he was quite sure, meant luxurious travel. “When I was a mission-
ary,” he snapped, “I went out with my pack on my back, slept in huts, and ate 
salt herring and dried cod. This Dr. Kelley wants to send missionaries out in a 

private Pullman with parlor, bedroom, and bath.”10  

                                                
9An Observer, “The Mission of the Chapel Car,” Extension, September 1907, 11. 
10 James P. Caffey, Francis Clement Kelley and the American Catholic Dream, (Bensenville, Ill,: the Heri-
tage Foundation, 1980), 89. 
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What His Excellency forgot, according to Kelley, was that a chapel car, unlike 
the lone missionary “with a pack on his back,” could stay for weeks and months, 
carry a temporary pastor into churchless towns fully equipped with his books 
and all the literature he needed for distribution during a course of lectures 
which the old-style missionary could not stay long enough to give. “He forgot 
likewise that the first chapel car-like its successors-cost us nothing, not even 
railroad fares; that the railroads welcomed it, especially on the new branch lines 
they were building and along which churchless towns and settlements were 
springing up. We had no thought of denying credit to the old missionary. Chapel 

cars could never replace him.”11   

James P. Gaffey, in his book Francis Clement Kelley and The American 
Catholic Dream, tells of the elevated war of wills between Falconio and Kelley. 
At one point, when Father Kelley had heard of the vocal attacks of Archbishop 
Falconio on the extension society and the chapel cars, he determined to go to 
Washington and clear the air in person. Prepared to find Falconio just mildly 
unsympathetic to Extension, he encountered an angry churchman. Given no op-
portunity to defend the society, Kelley was battered by a torrent of misinforma-
tion—mainly obtained from Archbishop John Farley, who was opposed to bring-
ing extension into New York City.   

Upon returning to Chicago, Kelley related his experience to his confidant, 
champion, and superior, Archbishop James Quigley, who calmed him and ad-
vised him to reserve his defense for the appropriate moment. In 1910 Falconio 
again attacked not only the society and the chapel cars, but also the character 
and ability of Kelley. Quigley responded by having the Society board pass a se-
ries of resolutions expressing confidence in Father Kelley, the chapel car pro-
gram, and the veracity of the report of chapels that were built by the chapel car 
work. An angry Archbishop Quigley challenged Falconio and declared, “This 
nagging at the President has to stop. If this thing continues, we are going to 
fight. The Bishops of the West have some rights.”    

Although by its success the extension society weathered much of its earlier 
opposition, and obtained the position of a pontifical institute with its own clear 
channel to the Holy See, it still had its protesters in the East. In spite of the pro-
tected status of the Society, Archbishop Falconio continued his attack on the 
chapel cars. When Archbishop Alexander Christie of Portland, Oregon, lauded 
the program, Falconio retorted, “Does the Archbishop think I am a child? I do 
not approve of the Chapel Car. I condemn it.” Falconio was not content with car-
rying his grudge to other archbishops; he took his acrimony all the way to the 
White House and managed to denounce the chapel car program during a public 
event where President William Howard Taft was to appear.   

Kansas Mission Early in Journey 
Oblivious to the clouds on the future of the chapel cars, the St. Anthony 

crew on the Kansas mission was still early in the journey. At Bucklin on July 1, 

                                                
11  Francis Clement Kelley, The Bishop Jots It Down (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1939), 
141. 
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1907, they found only two or three families, and those families were moving to 
Pratt, which was growing to be a large town on account of the change of the 
Rock Island division from Bucklin to Pratt. Most of the railroad men were Catho-
lic, and so with the planned increase, a larger church was going to be started at 
Pratt after the harvest.  

St. Anthony would not be the only and last chapel car the folks at Galena 
would see, as Evangel, with the Reverend and Mrs. John Thomas on board, 
would arrive in town for a stay the following spring. For several years, St. An-
thony and several of the Baptist cars would share the Kansas rails, frequently 
visiting the same towns.  

Later in the month at Chautauqua, George Hennessey and Father McKernan 
were surprised to find a number of Indians with Irish names, “all intelligent 
Catholic people.” That was not their only surprise. During the stay in Chautau-
qua, a group known as Fire Brand Baptists kept everyone awake with their 
groaning, praying, exhorting, and singing that continued from dark to dawn.  

The Michigan Catholic, which kept track of the chapel car probably because 
of the extension beginnings in that state, reported, “The car has had strange 
company in its wanderings; among others, a traveling minstrel company from 
Wichita to Augusta, the John Robinson shows to Cherryvale and to Coffeyville, 

and in Chautauqua the Fire Brand Baptists.”12  

At Hanston the car was sided in company with a car of coal.  Hennessey 
commented, “The farmer who owned the coal evidently considered the temporal 
comfort piled in the coal car superior to the eternal spiritual consolation typi-
fied by the Chapel Car, for he went at it with such a vim the following morning 
that Father Hull was obliged to expend much lung and pedal power at the organ 
to overcome this din. The population of Hanston is thoroughly Catholic, 
staunchly Teutonic, thrifty but solidly prudent in matter of progress.” 

 Hennessey especially enjoyed the times when train passengers would come 
and visit the chapel car. “As usual on the night trains, passengers from the cars 
ahead paid cosmopolitan respects to St. Anthony en route. On these occasions, 
Father McKernan often discovers one in whose bosom faith has grown cold, but 
the sight of the altar, the statue of St. Anthony, etc., revives the smoldering em-
bers and the individual will linger over his adieus long enough to remark, ‘Fa-
ther, this visit has been more than an incident of travel. It has been years since I 

approached the sacraments, but I intend to do better henceforth . . .’”13  

When the car arrived at Dodge City, the running gear was tested as usual by 
men assigned to that duty and they discovered one of the brake rods all but fal-
ling; in fact, the final thread only secured the bolt. The discovery was fortunate 
and no doubt prevented a serious mishap. Hennessey reported that was the sec-
ond time such an accident had been narrowly averted.  

                                                
12 “Adventures of the Catholic Chapel Car,” Michigan Catholic, August 22, 1907, 5, Hesburgh Library, 

the University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana. 
13 Report from George Hennessey, October, 1907, LUCA. 
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While St. Anthony labored in Kansas, the National Eucharistic Congress was 
held at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, starting October 16, 1907, with church digni-
taries from all parts of the country present. The cooler weather of harvest time 
brought relief to Chaplain McKernan. “With the coming of frost, life has become 
more bearable than it was during the warmer season, when the temperature in 
the chapel remained about 100 degrees, soaring sometimes to 106 degrees. 
Whenever we had Vespers in the various places, the car was crowded to the 
limit, and this together with the heat of the lamps and candles and a weighty 
cope made it rather uncomfortable for the priest in charge.”  

But McKernan said that St. 
Anthony’s comfort level was 
high with the railroads. They 
were treated with courtesy and 
consideration everywhere, “in 
fact, railway men take a particu-
lar interest in the car because of 
its character as a chapel on 
tracks . . .” The question of pro-
visions was also very satisfacto-
rily solved by the contributions 
made to the larder whenever 
they had occasion to stop. The 
car was iced and watered while 
in transit with the same care 
and attention, as were the cars 
in commission on the regular 
trains. 

Upon ending his term on 
the chapel car, McKernan said 
that more than four or five 
thousand people to date had visited the car, and many were travelers and tour-
ists, belonging to different sects and representing nearly every avocation in life. 
“It was interesting to observe the effect of the chapel car on such visitors as 
were not of the Faith. The impression made will last; they departed with new 
ideas regarding the true character of the church, thus fostering respect for her 

ministers and children.”14  

Chaplain T. E. O’Sullivan, on board in 1908 described his reaction to western 
Kansas as they traveled from the chapel car to an outpost of Catholic farmers 
via a farm wagon.  

 

As our party proceeded across the plains, at times the only moving thing in 
sight, the mirage unfolded its deceptive splendors before the eye. To a certain 
extent it seemed to typify the splendid hopes which had animated the hearts of 
the settlers when they came to this part of the West to build a home and pro-

                                                
14 T. A. McKernan, “The Chapel Car and Its Mission,” Extension, January 1908, 9. 
 

While on tour, St. Anthony, with the Reverend 
Tilesphore Plante, Father John J. O’Neil, and Father 
P. Monaghan, stopped in the Sioux Falls diocese at 
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vide for their families. It seemed to taunt the settlers—this image of water, —all 
that Western Kansas needs to make it “blossom as the rose.” It is a monoto-
nous country, beautiful in its lonesomeness and sense of immensity. The jour-
ney done—a short rest, and dinner was served at a farm-house. These people 
are not in need of the necessities of life. They live well, but they lack the con-
veniences and the encouragement which come with prosperous times. The 
kitchen was of sod, and but few substantial improvements were upon the place. 
. . .The church, out by itself upon the prairie, lifted its wooden spire into the 
sky, a landmark for miles. The Sacrament of Confirmation was administered, 
words of advice and encouragement were spoken; and then almost at sunset, 
the party turned back over their long road to where the chapel car awaited 

them.
15

 

Sioux Falls Diocese Offers Ecumenical Experiences 
After more than a year in Kansas, the car left Chicago on February 20 for 

the Sioux Falls, South Dakota, diocese, beginning at Beresford, February 28, 
1908. On St. Patrick’s Day, Hennessey wrote from Lake Preston that there was 
no porter on board, so he had to make the beds himself. He and Father Plante 
said Mass and went out and looked up Catholics and tried to obtain a choir. “A 
quiet St. Patrick’s day for a French man and an Irish man,”38  but the meetings 
there were a success—they heard thirty-four confessions and some of those 
were fifteen years away from the sacraments. The evening lectures were held in 
the Grand Army of the Republic Hall and two hundred and fifty people at-
tended, and they were urged to stay another week, even by the non-Catholics. 

The Reverend J. J. O’Neill and Father Monaghan were also on board 
throughout much of the mission. In Vienna, South Dakota, Father J. J. O’Neill re-
ported that 300 attended the meeting in the Grand Army of the Republic hall. 
They converted three, straightened up four marriages, baptized five children, 
and heard ninety confessions. The local group of Catholics would begin a parish, 
having mass in the hall.39   Many churches were started this way by the chapel 
cars.  

The situation was not quite as successful in Northwestern, South Dakota, 
where a dispirited O’Neill wrote, “The “non-Catholics gave us the cold shoulder 
and a delegation of twelve ministers who were attending a prohibition conven-
tion nearby came to the car,” but in Mobridge down the line, in a more victori-
ous report, forty confessioners, mostly railroad men, had the opportunity to go 
to the Sacraments for the first time since they came to this country eighteen 

months ago.”16
 

O’Neill described how they made their services as attractive as possible. “ . . 
. we always call upon local musical talent. Some towns have much; others less; 
others again, none at all. At times the Methodist choir volunteers to sing hymns 
such as “Nearer, My God, to Thee,’ and “Lead, Kindly Light.” Should there hap-
pen to be a Catholic teacher in the place, she generally brings several of the 
school children, Catholic and non-Catholic and has them sing more or less relig-

                                                
15  T. E. O’ Sullivan, “With the Chapel Car in the West,” Extension, February 1908): 23. 
16 Father O’Neill Journal, March 28, 1908, LUCA. 
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ious songs from the school song-book . . .when no singer is to be found, the 
chaplain, having no confidence in the musical power of his vocal chords, con-
tents himself with playing the organ.” 

Not all towns were alike, as O’Neill pointed out:  

 

Ministers in some towns, honor us with a visit, while in others they never 
come near us . . . .At certain towns we have been invited to the minister’s 
house, and, upon going, have been received in a very friendly and cordial man-
ner.  

Our Catholic people all approach the Sacraments, that is, all who can, for in 
some towns we find that the lodges have captured some of our people. Busi-
ness reasons are what they give you, when asked the reason why. It is ex-
tremely difficult to get them to withdraw altogether. They will come to Mass, 
send us coal, get us provisions, bring their non-Catholic friends to the car or 
hall, but will hardly step out of their lodge. They seem to leave that to the fu-
ture. 

As regards financing the car, we have little or no difficulty. Our good peo-
ple will not let us starve. Every morning, they bring bread, butter, eggs, chick-
ens, etc. and tell us to be sure to let them know should we be short in anything. 
Then, before we leave, they always take up a collection among themselves and 

present us with a few dollars.
17

 

 

During Easter Week while the priests on the car were busy attending to pa-
rochial duties, the car was given a thorough spring house-cleaning at the shops 
of the Chicago & North-Western Railroad, under the charge of Mr. Moulton, the 
local superintendent. 

The non-Catholics at Eureka the first week of June 1908 were all Lutherans 
who took a great interest in the chapel car, and the question box was very popu-
lar with them. The priests gave away many copies of “Faith of Our Fathers,” 
written by James Cardinal Gibbons. Missions were given at Canistotal, Preston 
and other little villages until the car headed back to Chicago; then down to 
Indianapolis where it was on display during the convention of the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians, leaving there for Boston for the American Federation of Societies. 
It was estimated by the Boston press that 25,000 people visited the car on 
August 15 and 16. St. Anthony returned via Albany, Syracuse, Utica, Rochester, 
Buffalo, Erie, Cleveland, Toledo and South Bend, and crowds came everywhere. 

Father William D. O’Brien, the acting President of the Society, who would be-
come a Bishop and an Archbishop, served as chaplain on occasion on several of 
the chapel cars. He explained the method used by St. Anthony. “Usually the near-
est pastor where we were to stop was on hand to greet us when we rode into a 
little town, and he had already advised his people of our coming. Besides that, a 
notice was put up in the railroad station and in the local post office, saying that 
the St. Anthony Car accompanied by a chaplain would be at the home track for a 

                                                
17 Ibid. 
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track for a few days and evenings, or a whole week, and everybody was invited 

to attend. The car was always crowded with good people.”18 

While the car was in Rochester, a “doubting Thomas” came to the car. 
O’Brien, who was known for his quick wit, described what happened. 

 

He had been all through the car that morning, but discussing the church 
on wheels with one of his cronies, he returned in the afternoon to tell us he had 
come to the conclusion that the car was not just right, inasmuch as we did not 
have the approval of the Pope. Handing him the Extension Magazine of August, 
1907, containing the letter of our Holy Father, approving and blessing Church 
Extension, we asked him what he thought of it, and glancing hurriedly over it, 
he remarked: “Well, this is all print and I think this car is only a fake.” 

 The words hadn’t left his mouth before the heavy brass lamp in the vesti-
bule of the car fell with crushing force on his unprotected head. “My God,” he  

 

 
 

exclaimed, “I’m cut, I’m killed,” and catching him in my arms I beheld a bleed-
ing wound fully an inch long on his head. I told him he had better hurry away 
to the doctor and the poor old fellow could not get away fast enough to have 
the wound attended to, and no doubt, offered up a little prayer in reparation 

for doubting good St. Anthony.
19

 

 
In Erie, Pennsylvania, the crowd was so enormous that they had to close the 

car until the police arrived to help in handling the people. At Cleveland, Father 
O’Brien complained that the Union Station was one of the dirtiest and most mis-
erable of all depots in the States, and the Lake Shore Railroad officials shunted 

                                                
18O’ Brien, “Memoirs of a Beggar,” 56. 
19   William D. O’Brien, “The ‘Church on Wheels’ in the East,” Extension, October 1908, 15. 

 

Crowds line up in Philadelphia to see Chapel Car St. Anthony, sided at 32nd and Market Street 
Pennsylvania Railroad Yard, October 25, 1908.  [Loyola University, Cudahy Library Archives, 
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the car away down in the freight yards where the people could not find it, al-
though they had been very courteous in other places. At Sandusky every priest 
in the city came to see the car.  

Mississippi Mission Follows Eastern Tours 
After a short Wisconsin tour, in October of 1908 St. Anthony headed back 

East stopping at Ft. Wayne, Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus, Wheeling, Pittsburg, 
Altoona, Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Trenton, Wilmington, Baltimore, Washington, 
Richmond, Louisville, Lafayette, and then back to Chicago for the first American 
Catholic Missionary Congress, exhibiting during the day and traveling by night.  
In Cincinnati, the crowd was so large that the station master closed the gates, 
and he refused to reopen them on his own responsibility. The Chaplain then as-
sumed charge and, standing upon the fence, prevented crowding and controlled 
them in their eagerness to see the St. Anthony. 

By January 16, 1909, the chapel car had gone back to work in the South—
first to New Orleans, accompanied by Rev. Alex P. Landry, field secretary of the 
Extension Society, where in three days of exhibition over 5500 persons saw the 
car and marveled at its compactness, its chapel, living quarters for the crew, the 
kitchenette, library and other facilities.   

Then to Mississippi, over the Yazoo and Mississippi Valley Railroad to 
Clarksdale, and the first stop, with Rev. Walter Polk, C.SS.R. a native Orleanian, 
on board. Polk was one of the many members of the religious community, The 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, better known as Redemptorists, who 
served on the chapel cars. The purpose of the order is the sanctification of the 
members through the imitation of Jesus Christ and the preaching of the Word of 
God, especially to the poor through various means, particularly parish missions.  

The population of the town was about fifteen hundred. George Hennessey 
reported, “When you ask the population of a town in this State or any of the 
southern states, the colored inhabitants are never included in the answer, re-
gardless of the fact that they usually out-number, two to one, the white dwell-

ers.”20 

St. Anthony crossed over into Louisiana under the enthusiastic support of 
Archbishop James Hubert Blenk, S. M., with the Reverend John Handley, and 
worked at the newly established lumber town of Bogalusa, and Franklinton, the 
county seat, on the New Orleans and Great Northern line, then back over to 
Gloster, Woodville, and Redding, Mississippi. The question box was always 
popular with visitors to the car, and in Gloster, where the Presbyterian and 
Baptist ministers tried to discourage their members from attending the public 
lectures, one gentleman put the question “Who did Cain marry!” in the box. The 
next day he surprised his friends by announcing that he would not attend the 
lecture that night. “Why,” he was asked, “Are you not going to hear the answer 
to that question?” “Oh, I know the answer,” he replied, “I just want to see if the 
priest knows it.” 

                                                
20 George C. Hennessey, “The Chapel Car in the South,” Extension, July 1909, 15. 
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St. Anthony was filled with this crowd at Slidell, Louisiana, in 1909. The question box 
was frequently filled with questions that reflected superstitions and prejudices against 
the Catholic Church. (Loyola University, Cudahy Library, Chicago) 

At Gloster, like in many of the other towns, folks had some strange ideas 
about the priests. During one of Father Polk’s lectures, a man whispered to his 
neighbor, “Say, do you see him touching that little black thing on the table 
there? I wonder what that is?” To which the neighbor replied, “Why, you fool, 

that’s his watch!”21 

Red Lick, Mississippi, on the Yazoo and Mississippi Valley Railroad, was a 
primitive backwoods settlement—two stores, three dwellings and a railway sta-
tion. Some thirty Catholics in the vicinity, mostly children of old soldiers who 
were converted by example of the Sisters of the Southern battlefields, were de-
vout but desperately poor. While at Red Lick, Rev. John Handly baptized Cather-
ine, daughter of James F. McCaleb and Undine Florence Byrnes, born at Cold 
Springs Plantation, Claeborne County, Mississippi, 8th January 1908. The godfa-
ther was William Howard McCaleb; the godmother Marie Idalie McCaleb. Records 

of baptisms were almost daily occurrences during chapel car missions. Because 
of the chapel car visit, a church was built in Red Lick.  

At Water Valley, Mississippi, on the Illinois Central, attendance was poor 
due to the earnest warnings against the church in the local Methodist confer-
ence, counter meetings each night, and the personal efforts of town clergy 
against the mission. 

                                                
21 Ibid. 
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Due to the heat in the South, St. Anthony traveled in the Midwest and East 
for public appearances and exhibitions in the summer of 1909, leaving Chicago 
on July 2, visiting Clinton, Des Moines, and Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Denver, Colorado, Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Salt Lake and Ogden, 
Utah. 

St. Anthony, described as the “magnificent car, which is as complete in every 
detail as any Catholic church,” and proclaimed in The Catholic Messenger as be-
ing the only Catholic mission car in the world, arrived in Des Moines for the 4th 
of July, 1909, from Clinton, and the next stop was Council Bluffs.  At Denver on 
July 10 the car was sidetracked near Union Station. According to the Denver 
Catholic Register, it was on its way to the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition, 
where it would be placed on a track inside the fairgrounds.  

O’Brien and Doran Suffer Bugs, Intolerance in Idaho 
The first mission of the chapel car after it reached the Northwest was at 

Oxford, Idaho, July 17, 1909, with Father Alvah Doran, a convert to the Church 
and a former Episcopal minister, and Rev. A. P. Doyle, a Paulist known for his 
preaching, in charge. In Oxford there was not one Catholic in the Mormon town, 
but on Sunday, July 18, Michael Casey, a foreman of the section gang at Swan 
Lake, up the track a few miles, was present at mass. Fathers Doran and Doyle 
hopped on a handcar with Casey and went up the track to Swan Lake to “look up 
some stray sheep,” and on their way back, four sturdy Japanese pumped the 
handcar.  

Summer missions were rare because of the tremendous heat in the chapel 
cars. Father O’Brien also described another problem summer brought—bugs!  

“ . . . cockroaches, swarms of bedbugs and hungry mosquitoes made it im-
possible for us to live in the car in summer. Well do I remember a maintenance 
man using a blow torch to burn up the bedbugs around our berths and in the 
kitchen. Brunettes such as Fathers Fleming and Doran didn’t suffer so much, 
but tender-skins like George and myself were simply eaten alive! The result was 
that we devised the idea of exhibiting the Chapel Cars to Catholic people 

throughout the settled parts of the country, especially in the larger cities.” 
22

 

 

After the exhibition tour, St. Anthony stopped in many towns along the 
Idaho section of the route to Oregon. Father O’Brien explained, “In every town 
that the Chapel Car worked we always had more non-Catholics than our own, 
for the simple reason that our own were always in the minority. Some of these 
good people came to see if the lies told about the priests and the Church were 
true. Most of them were anxious to learn about the Church, and all of them, es-
pecially the Mormons in southern Idaho, were most neighborly. 

Every morning Mass was said at eight o’clock and a little talk given to the 
people who attended. Every evening at 7:30 the services would consist of fifteen 
minutes of the question box, followed by five decades of the rosary, and Bene-
diction of the Blessed Sacrament. In St. Anthony there was no confessional, and 
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the priest heard confessions just behind the altar. After services, the chaplains 
had the opportunity to talk with many of those who visited the car. “Volumes 
could be written on the life stories told by many of our own people to the chap-
lain, many of whom had not had the services of a priest for many years, not be-
cause they did not go to Church, but simply because there were no churches for 
them in or near the places where they lived,” Bishop O’Brien wrote, in his story 
of chapel car work.  

A small circus was in town at McCammon, Idaho, and the circus cars on the 
same Oregon Short Line track as St. Anthony, contained animals, including an 
elephant and pinto horses. A Mormon visitor to the chapel car wanted to know 
if the circus was part of the chapel car show. Father Alvah W. Doran told the 
man that ‘No,” they had attractions enough without the animals. In McCammon, 
St. Anthony followed the Baptist car Emmanuel, which had been there a few 
months earlier. 

Father Doran really did not suffer those he considered prejudiced “fools” 
gladly. Sometimes in his reports back to the extension society, he displayed 
quite a degree of intolerance himself, whether the bias was directed toward 
Methodists, Baptists, Mormons, or people like in the town of St. Anthony. “The 
honor of our patron Saint constrained us to preach his religion to a community 

largely as ignorant of it as they were to how there town got so good a name.”23 

But his devotion was marked by passion if not compassion. At American 
Falls, Idaho, Doran confessed that the main reason he had asked to be the chap-
lain on the Idaho mission was the chance to see his brother, not yet a convert, 
and his parents, recent converts, who were visiting his brother. A highlight of 
the American Falls mission was that thirty persons received the Sacraments, and 
among them were the “dear father and mother” of Father Doran. 

From American Falls the chapel car went on to Gooding on the Union Pa-
cific, a town only a year and one half old—125 houses and 115 tents and no hall 
adapted for lectures, so the meetings were in the car, where a switch-engine 
moved the whole congregation and the missionary too during one evening ser-
mon. At Gooding they hoped to see the Baptist Chapel Car Emmanuel and mis-
sionary E. R. Hermiston.  

 

We expected St. Anthony Chapel Car to have its first glimpse of a similar 
piece of rolling stock at Gooding but it was not to be. The Baptist Chapel Em-
manuel (they have seven in operation all told) had been there several months 
but moved on, strange coincidence! a few days before we arrived. As it was only 
twenty-five miles away at Jerome on the Idaho Southern railroad, Mr. Hen-
nessey and I made the trip on Tuesday and visualized what we had so often 
heard about. After meeting the Catholics of Jerome we strolled down to the last 
rail laid on the Idaho Southern, found Mr. Hermiston, whose wife and daughter 
compose the crew of “Emmanuel”, and had a pleasant hour swapping experi-
ences with him. He assured us that the reports we had heard of his attacking 
the Catholic Church in his sermons was not true and agreed with our sugges-
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tion that it was better to live in peace and harmony than to abuse one an-

other.
24

 

  

The Catholic presence had been felt in Montana, Idaho, and Oregon as early 
as 1742 when a Canadian Jesuit, Father Claude Coquard was assigned to visit 
trading posts of the West in the voyage of Pierre and Francois Chevalier La Ver-
endrye, but his presence was not felt for long as he quickly left the party. Three 
decades later Spanish explorers continued the presence, and then the voyageurs, 
the boatmen, who transported the furs for the Canadian Fur Companies—the 
Hudson’s Bay and Northwest and the American John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur 
Company — continued spreading the faith among the Indians. In 1838 two Ca-
nadian priests became the first resident missionaries in Oregon–Francis Norbert 
Blanchet and Modeste Demers, followed by the revered Father Peter DeSmet in 
October 1858.     

St. Anthony’s presence in western Oregon in 1909 was mainly at the insis-
tence of Archbishop Alexander Christie and Father H. J. McDevitt. McDevitt, 
formerly a vice-president of the Catholic University in Washington, chose to re-
turn to mission work and was placed in the diocese of Baker City, Oregon, with 
responsibilities for mission stations. He built the first church in the town of 
Burns, and while doing so; he lost the sight of his right eye in helping to mix the 
mortar for the building.  Many times he served on St. Anthony and later on St. 
Peter. 

The first mission held in the Archdiocese of Portland was at Rainier com-
mencing October 3, 1909, with Father E. K. Cantwell, C.SS.R. in charge. Accord-
ing to the accounts of Rev. Francis P. Leipzig, D. D., the Third Bishop of Baker, 
and author of Extension in Oregon, the first child to receive communion at Rain-
ier would become a missionary priest—Father Ambrose Gallagher, a Columban 
Father of Massachusetts.   

At Sheridan, on the Southern Pacific line, October 17, the public lectures 
were given in the Woodman’s Hall. His Grace the archbishop gave a lecture 
Tuesday evening on “The Church and the Sacraments.” After the lecture on the 
Bible, a non-Catholic who had been present said to one of his neighbors, “I am 
glad I heard that lecture for I heard something new about the Bible. I always 
thought that when Christ came down from Heaven that he brought the Bible 
with him.” Father D. McDonald, C.SS.R., the missionary on board, reported, “This 

is typical of the religious ignorance that prevails in many places in the West.”25 

 Extension granted a thousand-dollar gift to build the Good Shepherd 
Church, after Father McDevitt conducted the mission there. 

Father Walter L. Polk was one of many who served on the chapel cars from 
Redemptorists. One pleasant duty Father Polk had at Falls City was to baptize a 
little girl who had been born in “a real modern flat not of stone or pressed brick 
but of canvas 8 x 16 erected in a most poetic spot overlooking the picturesque 
                                                
24 Report of Alvah Doran, Gooding, Idaho, August 23 to 24, 1909, LUCA. 
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Falls and rapids. Her home has all the modern conveniences, telephone electric 
light and water. When I called later I found her in a novel cradle—a new wash-
basket—yet she seemed most happy and more contented than most babies of 
the same age, for during my visit she was most pleasant and continually smiled 
at me.” 

One of the most unusual places visited by St. Anthony in Oregon was at 
Blackrock, a logging camp in the heart of one of the densest fir forests in the 
Williamette Valley. A special engine was sent by Mr. Gerlinger, the general man-
ager of the Salem Falls City & Western Railroad, to bring the chapel car into the 
camp. “One hour after we found ourselves in the most desolate and God-
forsaken spot we had yet visited. There were some two hundred huts spread out 
on the sides of the mountain. Trails from one house to the other were the only 
thoroughfare in the place, the railroad track serving as the main street of the 

camp.”26 

George Hennessey took St. Anthony to the Southern Pacific shops at Yon-
calla to have the heating apparatus and the roof repaired over the Christmas 
holidays. 

 Father McDonald, who had not been well, went to spend some time at his 
home in Seattle at the Redemptorist house, while Hennessey stayed with the 
Redemptorists in Portland.  

At Grant’s Pass, Oregon, where just a few years earlier the area had been 
flooded by gold speculation, the local paper announced the chapel car’s arrival 
on February 19, with train due at 3:04 p.m., and mentioned that the week-long 
mission was offered to all without any discrimination of denominations.   

St. Anthony’s priests had sixty confessions but found the Protestants of the 
town very unfriendly and the few Catholics in town very unhappy. Supposedly 
the businessmen would not give employment to Catholics. The ex-mayor said 
publicly while he was still mayor that he would rid the town of Catholics. After 
the car left the place, he again said publicly that if he had been mayor the car 
would never have come to Grants Pass. In spite of the opposition, meetings were 
well attended, with George Hennessey entertaining at the organ and with his 
great Irish tenor voice. But at Cottage Grove down the Southern Pacific line, they 
found more opposition and prejudice waiting for them. 

Father McDonald had worked very hard during his tenure on the car, and he 
loved his work very much. George Hennessey described how McDonald loved to 
preach. “And how the people loved him, Catholic and non-Catholic alike! The lit-
tle children would run to him, won by his childlike simplicity and humble man-
ner.” Just before Easter 1910, McDonald left the car and returned to his home in 
the Canadian Northwest, where he died. 

In The Dalles, Oregon, with a population of about two thousand, there were 
about twenty-five Catholics in town. Father McDonald discovered that in this 
town, like in many others, the non-Catholics had strange ideas about the Catho-
lic Church. “Some of them think that if the Catholic Church becomes powerful 
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enough, she will put to death all those who are not Catholics. They are strongly 
convinced that Catholics are obliged to pay to have their sins forgiven. They be-
lieve that Catholics may commit all the crimes they wish, and that the Priests 
are always ready to forgive them provided they have the money to pay for the 
Absolution.” A non-Catholic lady told him that she was very much surprised 
when he spoke to her, for she said that one of her neighbors told her that 

priests never speak to Protestants.27  

In Junction City, Oregon, July 26, St. Anthony was almost consumed by a 
fire, which destroyed a neighboring warehouse. Father O’Brien, who was serving 
as chaplain on the car reported, “It was with great difficulty that we had the car 
removed from its siding and only then in time to save it. As it was, the car bears 

several large blisters as a souvenir of its remarkable preservation.” 28 

St. Anthony Called to Tour in East 
From Harrisburg later in the summer, Father O’Brien was called back to Chi-

cago for an assignment in Montreal. In September at the Eucharistic Congress in 
Montreal, when His Eminence the Cardinal Legate Vincenso Vanutelli visited the 
chapel car, he was met at the door by Archbishop Christie of the Oregon Arch-
diocese who told him of the great work the car had done in Oregon. “This car 
has been the providential means of starting five churches which have been built 
and opened for Divine Services during the past eleven months. Five more are 
now under construction. Thirty-five missions have been given from the car. In 
fifteen of these thirty-five places there never was a Catholic service until the car 
came and went into towns comprising six hundred to one thousand people.” 

Archbishop Christie further praised the work of the chapel car.  

 

Persons who have never done pioneer missionary work have absolutely no 
conception of what it means to go to a town where there is no church and 
there, against great odds, make a start—say Mass in places which are unsuit-
able and board and lodge in quarters that are at times, to put it mildly, simply 
miserable. In marked contrast to all of this is the chapel car, where everything 
is decently and even beautifully arranged or the worthy oblation of the Most 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and for the administration of the Sacraments.  

How anyone who has an honest desire to see the light of our glorious Faith 
spread amongst the people in lonely places can find any valid objection to the 
chapel car is entirely beyond my comprehension. I have seen for myself what 
the Chapel Car is doing and I am unalterably convinced that it is the most ef-
fective means yet devised for bringing the blessings of our Holy Religion to 

places where there are no churches.
29
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28 Report of William O’Brien, Junction City, Oregon, July 22 to 28, 1910, LUCA. 
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From Chicago the car went on the Grand Truck Railroad to the Eucharistic 
Congress in Montreal, where more than 40,000 people toured the car. After the 
Congress, St. Anthony visited St. John and Moncton, New Brunswick, and 
Sydney, Glace Bay, Antigonish, and Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Ottawa, Peterboro, 
Toronto, and London, Ontario, all along the Canadian Pacific line. Also the 
chapel car visited South Bend, Indiana, where the South Bend Tribune inaccu-
rately reported that the car was “the only house of worship of its kind in the 
United States.” The Baptists were operating six cars at the time, one of them, 
Herald of Hope, as close as Grape Creek, Illinois.  

Back to Oregon and Baker City Diocese 
After repairs in the Pullman shops at Chicago, St. Anthony returned to Ore-

gon, this time Eastern Oregon late in 1910. On board were Father Kelley, Father 
A. Fleming, chaplain, and George Hennessey. Along the way, exhibition stops 
were at Salt Lake City, Oakland, Berkeley, San Francisco, San Jose, and 
Sacramento, California. After a brief visit at Baker City with Bishop O’Reilly, Kel-
ley returned to Chicago.  

Baker City was the supply center for all the mines in eastern Oregon and 
part of Idaho. Miners, promoters, gamblers, drummers, saloon keepers, Chinese, 
peace officers, army people, preachers, circuit judges and scarlet women rushed 
to Baker City in the early days of the gold rush and the transcontinental railroad 
came in 1884. By 1900, ten thousand people were living in Baker City, and the 
growth had spread to surrounding towns in the Diocese. 

The Baker City diocese mission began at Ontario, where the superintendent 
of schools invited the students of the higher grades to listen to a sermon by 
Father Fleming on “Respect for Authority.” The result of the Ontario mission 
was the completion of a church, which had been long in the building.  

In Ontario, a town along the Snake River, the parish priest, Father Raymond 
Jarboe, explained in 1996 that one of the reasons he hosts an annual open 
house at the rectory for the community of about 700 families is that non-
Catholics used to have wild ideas about what went on in the rectory. This open-
ness is especially important in Oregon, where sixty percent of the population 
shuns membership in any church and where some anti-Catholic sentiment still 

exists. 30 

The chapel car workers took collections at each stop, and expenses carefully 
kept. Expenses included the salary for a porter, who did the cooking and house-
cleaning on the car. Porters usually were changed frequently according to dio-
ceses or local arrangements.  

 

The financial report for December 1910: 

Balance on hand   218.15 
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Collection at Ontario      11.25 

Collection at Vale     25.50 

Collection at Brogan     27.00 

Collection at Huntington     7.80 

Collection at Baker City   15.00 

Check from office for expenses  50.00  354.70 

Expenses: 

Porter for supplies   54.35 

Stamps        1.00 

Telegram to office          .75 

Paid Chaplains Salary    50.00 

Coal and wood    12.00 

Paid Porters Salary to Jan 18th 50.00  168.10 

Balance on hand     186.60 

 

In addition, George Hennessey had collected five subscriptions for Extension 
Magazine at $1.00 a subscription. 

 

In a memo attached to the report, Hennessey told Father O’Brien, Acting 
General Secretary of the Society, “It has been very cold for the last couple of 
weeks and we were obliged to buy coal and wood. It is very hard to get hard coal 
here and when we can get it we have to pay One Dollar per sack. The heater we 
have in the car will burn hard coal only.” 

The stop at Huntington, a railroad town, the terminal for the Oregon Rail-
way Navigation Company of Portland and for the Oregon Short Line to Pocatello, 
Idaho, was brief as it was planned to have the chapel car at Baker City for 
Christmas. Beside, Fleming was not too happy with the reception. “The Catho-
lics, mostly Railway employees in this Junction Town are a careless and indiffer-
ent crowd. There is a Church but the people do not seem to appreciate the bless-
ing. When I return I intend to let forth a storm of spiritual thunder and light-
ning, for the softer melodies of Christ’s message don’t seem to reach the typa-

num of their organs of spiritual hearing.”31 

The chaplain’s mood was improved by Christmas week when he “had a good 
bath in the Episcopal bath room (an unknown luxury on the car). I feel renewed 
in spirit to go out again and face the foe.” The foe that day as they left Baker 
City, was a snowstorm. 
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At Durkee, a Portuguese town, Father Fleming was also displeased and the 
objection of his displeasure was made quite clear.  

 

The Catholic people were foolish enough to be inveigled into giving money 
to build a Church called the “Union” to be used by all denominations, so they 
do not seem much inclined to subscribe a second time to build one for them-
selves. In conversation a good many of the men told me that they belonged to 
the “Knights of Pythias” and had not been to the Sacraments for a number of 
years, but they were willing to amend and they did. One man was brought in 
from the mountains and after persuasion was brought to his knees. Three chil-
dren age seven, five, and three were baptized. Four others were left behind, un-

regenerated because of the objection of the husband, a Baptist by descent.
32

 
 

In his frustration, Fleming exploded, “The Baptist Church is a damnable 
creed.”  

Haines, with a population of about 800, just ten miles from Baker City, had 
only one Catholic family, but the car was crowded every evening. It was the first 
time a priest had said Mass at Haines in eight years.    

 At Cove, Oregon, in the winter of 1911, Chaplain Austin Fleming on St. An-
thony reported, “The engine on this line is one that was originally used for driv-
ing a chaff cutter. On the journey from Union to Cove it broke loose from the 
Chapel Car three times, refusing to drag such a load of truth.” In the same town, 
Fleming admits, “We did not feel very elated at the large attendance for the peo-
ple assured us that they patronized everything that came along.”  

Hot Lake, Oregon, was a health resort for patients suffering from rheuma-
tism and kindred disorders. Father Fleming and George Hennessey thought it 
curious to see snow clad hills surrounding a boiling lake, and they enjoyed their 
free rooms and “monthly bath” and use of the entertainment hall for lectures 
for the patients. Luckily, St. Anthony and crew left Hot Lake at just the right 
time, for “an hour after our departure two freight cars turned turtle in the wind 
at the spot where we had been switched.” 

 In May 1911 Hennessey reported that St. Anthony needed repairs.  

 

Both platforms were repaired besides being raised. From the jolting they 
had lowered somewhat and it was difficult sometimes to couple. When the car 
was put in the shops at Pullman last time they varnished it. However, they did 
not scrape the observation end that had been through the fire at Junction City a 
few months previous and the result was that it blistered again and the paint fell 
off showing the wood. I had this all burned off entirely and the whole rear end 
painted new. I also had the sisters at La Grande repair all the Vestments for me. 
The Gold Cope [long cape like garment] and Chasuble [an outer garment worn 
by priest during celebration of the Mass] needed lining and all the other vest-
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ments strings, etc.
33

  

 

The extension society also thanked J. P. O’Brien, the general manager of the 
Oregon Railway and Navigation Company, in providing free transportation for 
the chapel car, and Mr. Buckley, superintendent, and James Corbett, assistant 
superintendent at La Grande, who later became a Southern Pacific Railway vice 
president at San Francisco. 

When St. Anthony got to Hermiston, Oregon, in June they found a large Bap-
tist church there, and they remembered that when they talked to E. G. Hermis-
ton of the Baptist Car Emmanuel, he had told them the town was named after 
him. “The preacher of the Baptist car told us that the town was called after him, 
but we found out different when we reached there. It was called Hermiston be-
fore he was ever thought of.” 

Problems With the Klan, Rome, Priest, Heater 
Soldier crowded the car at Ft. Stevens, where Colonel Foote, the comman-

dant, allowed the car to remain upon the Government Reservation for the entire 
mission, and many of the soldiers from the fort followed St. Anthony to the 
nearby town of Warrenton for services. 

Anti-Catholic propaganda flooded many of the towns visited by the chapel 
car, much of it spawned by the Ku Klux Klan. 

 

The hooded Kluxers had their turn a few years ago. In our time out on the 
Chapel Car it was the scurrilous sheet called, The Menace. We saw it advertised in 
every backhouse along the railroads! In one of the towns in Oregon I was asked 
the question, “Have priests hoofs like cows?” Believe it or not, I took off my 
shoes and stockings to show them a cleaner, less cornful or calloused foot than 
any of those present. In another town they asked, “Has a priest to kill four peo-
ple before he is ordained?” My answer was, “Haven’t been convicted of murder 
yet, but if people are so dumb as to believe such things, it wouldn’t hurt much 

to knock off a few of you tonight!”
34

  

 
Father O’Brien remembers when his path crossed with one of the Baptist 

Chapel Cars in the northwest, and like Father Doran, in Gooding, Idaho, in 1909, 
the Baptist car was Emmanuel and the missionary on board was Hermiston.  “A 
Baptist Chapel Car was coupled onto ours in a railroad yard, and in a few min-
utes the minister [Rev. Hermiston] and I were comparing notes on Chapel Car 
operations. That night Mr. Hermiston and I had dinner in his car, cooked by his 
wife who traveled with him, together with their daughter, about fifteen years of 
age who played the organ at their services. 

The most consoling results of the years of chapel car work, O’Brien, now a 
Bishop, wrote, “ . . . are the requests which still come in to the Society for bap-
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tismal certificates of the children of thirty and forty years ago who were bap-
tized on the Chapel Cars and now want their baptismal record so that they 
might be married in the Church, or scores of our young men who wanted re-
cords of their birth when they were about to enter the armed services of our 
country. Only last year a woman wrote in to say; ‘My mother told me I was bap-
tized in a church car by a redheaded priest.’ We sent her the certificate.” 

 Back in Chicago, Father Kelley may have felt like he had been “turned turtle 
in the wind” like the two freight cars in Hot Lake when his petition for a national 
collection for the Extension failed in October 1911.  

Then when the announcements were made of the new American cardinals, 
Kelley received a second blow. Bishop Quigley, who had been such a good friend 
of the society and the chapel cars, was not named as expected; instead two arch-
enemies of extension had been honored, Bishops Farley and Falconio. It seemed 
obvious to Kelley and St. Anthony donor Ambrose Petry that in the eyes of 
Rome, Catholic America was still centered along the Atlantic seaboard. As Petry 
put it—there were now, “Four Red Hats all within 500 miles in a North 7 South 
line.”  Father Kelley knew what the problem was. “At the bottom of everything,” 
he remarked bitterly, “is the fact that the Society is new and comes out of the 

West.”35  

In December 1911 Hennessey, who was having his own problems on St. An-
thony, gave up on trying to buy and feed hard coal into the difficult Baker 
Heater, and he bought an oil stove. Like the Baptist cars, the Catholic cars had 
constant trouble with the Baker Heaters. 

Hennessey was constantly amazed at the still vast frontier of Oregon. “From 
the main line of the Harriman system the branch goes out from Deschutes Junc-
tion, and from 1:30 p.m. until 5:45 that evening, you do not strike a town. All 
this time it is one continuous climb of three thousand four hundred feet above 
sea level. It is one hundred and eighteen miles from the main line to Madras—
the first town of any size—and until reaching this town you are surrounded at 
all times with mountains and pass through not a few tunnels. Previous to the 
railroad coming to this part of Oregon, these missions were attended by driving, 
by stage, and on horseback, from sixty to one hundred miles at one time.”   

On the way from Medford to Talent, Oregon, in February 1912, St. Anthony 
almost derailed a whole passenger train as a result of an air brake failure. So re-
pairs had to be made before proceeding to Jacksonville in the Rogue River Val-
ley;90  then just a month or so later, the car was placed in the Twohy Bros shops 
at Portland for a thorough overhauling. 

New Siblings Reduce St. Anthony’s Image 
In June 1912, St. Anthony received a little brother—really a big little brother, 

a fancier sibling, one made of steel. Chapel Car St. Peter, built at the Barney & 
Smith Car Company in Dayton, Ohio, became the second car in the Catholic 
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fleet, and as soon as it was on the road, St. Anthony. the older, wooden, smaller, 
less commodious car, lost respect.  

Not only did St. Peter upstage St. Anthony, but also the old car lost the undi-
vided attention of its best friend, George Hennessey, who now had to share his 
time between the two cars. This resulted in St. Anthony not being in service as 
much, as the chaplains who were on board, mainly the Reverend Charles M. 
Smith, pastor of the Corvallis church, had to return to their parishes several 
days a week. The last straw was that another new member of the family, also 
named St. Peter—a motor chapel car—was now in service in the South and re-
ceiving praise for its mobility, much easier maintenance, and appearance. Even 
the pope liked the concept of the motor chapel cars better, as Kelley would dis-
cover on one of his trips to the Vatican. 

St. Anthony needed a face-lift to restore its self-image and this was done in 
the late summer of 1913 at the Corvallis and Eastern Railroad Company shops. 

 

In regard to repairs to Chapel Car, St. Anthony. This car will be stripped 
and cleaned thoroughly inside and out, paint and varnish removed from out-
side of car, body of car to be painted six coats Flood & Conklin’s paint. All 
holes filled with hard putty and surface rubbed with Eureka stone. Will apply 
three coasts Pullman color and two coats varnish. Lettering to be all renewed 
with gold leaf. Inside of car will be cleaned, varnished and rubbed where neces-
sary. All pews varnished one coat. Sash and doors to be removed, repainted and 
varnished, all broken glass renewed, embossed glass to be touched up where 
needed. Cement floor to be patched where necessary and light repairs made to 
body of car where needed, trucks removed, repaired and painted two coats. 
Costs will be approximately, labor for painting $150.00, carpenter, $140.00, 
material such as paint, lumber, glass, gold leaf, etc. $99.00, making a total of 

$380.00. Signed J. Taylor, Master Mechanic.
36

 

 

After work had started on St. Anthony, it was discovered that there were 
problems that needed to be attended to that were not in the original estimate. 
The platform and vestibule timbers on the kitchen end of the car were so badly 
decayed that they must be replaced; the vestibule diaphragm was worn out and 
must be renewed or discarded entirely. Several of the embossed glass in side 
windows and colored lights in deck sash were broken, about fourteen in all. It 
was recommended by the master mechanic at Corvallis and Eastern that the 
lights be sent ahead to Povey Brothers in Portland to finish, that the vestibule 
diaphragm be left off, a cupboard built on the platform for the cook, and the 
lower part be lined with galvanized iron and used for an ice chest.   

When the work was done, St. Anthony looked like a new car, but its mission 
now was more or less to serve as a church in areas where there was no church 
or while a church was being built.  
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At Alpine, Oregon, in 1913, on one St. Anthony’s less frequent missions, 
Rev. Smith, reported, 

 

There are about sixty Catholics, most of them French Canadians. Here also 
a small chapel is a crying necessity. Mass is being celebrated there once a 
month in a hall over a billiard room, which is a very unsatisfactory arrange-
ment . . .. The Catholics there are poor, and a considerable portion of them are 
young children who will be lost to the church completely if unusual efforts are 
not made in their behalf. While the Chapel car was at Alpine, Rev. Father Lane 
of Albany, who speaks French with great fluency, gave instructions in that lan-
guage, to the delight of some of the good old people to whom “our faith and 
our language, “notre foi et notre langue,” are rightfully their most cherished 

possession.
37

   

 

One of the favorite porters who traveled on the chapel cars in the northwest 
was See Hung Joe, the Chinese cook. St. Anthony was left in Wallowa, Oregon, 
for the summer and used by the priest of a new church there. Joe brought 
twelve other Chinese to the car and they were baptized. “During the 
administration of the Sacrament, Joe would explain to them in the Chinese lan-
guage the meaning of each ceremony. Nearly all of these men are in business in 
La Grande.”  

Comparisons were not only being made between the older chapel car and 
the newer cars, but also between the Catholic and Baptist cars and missionary 
methods. In a letter from Father E. B. Ledvina, vice president of the Society and 
general secretary, Ledvina mentioned the new Baptist chapel boat and car: 

 

The Motor boat chapel of the Baptists is certainly a novel affair. They are 
certainly losing no time to be up-to-date. I met Bishop Hennessey at Bishop 
Janssen’s funeral in Belleville last week, and he was telling me about one of the 
Baptist chapel cars that he saw a short time ago. He said that he was astounded 
at the general appearance outside and inside. He said that there were fine 
carved views in the car, and the pulpit or lectern arrangement was very hand-
somely embellished. It looks like we have been setting the pace, and our rivals 
are not slow to catch up. 
 

The mission to Southern Oregon began January 1914 at Divide, and in spite 
of rain all week, the chapel car was filled, the people coming in on hand-cars 
from points three and four miles distant. At Drain down the line although there 
were only fifteen Catholics in the town, they could not accommodate the num-
bers, with many standing outside the car. A group of Socialists attended the 
meetings at Roseburg, and at Glendale, the music for the services was provided 
by the Presbyterian choir and the Sunday evening lecture was held in the 
Presbyterian church. Grant’s Pass was one of the most progressive towns St. An-
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thony visited in Southern Oregon, and their most Southern mission was at 
Ashland, just twelve miles from the California line.  

Father William J. Kane, chaplain on this mission, discovered that people will 
attend the chapel car in most cases when they will not attend service held in a 
church or chapel. Curiosity is the motive that prompts their first visit, and this 
frequently gives way to interest in the topics discussed. Father Kane relates an 
incident that occurred as the car was lying in the north end of the Roseburg 
yard, waiting for the northbound train, which was due about midnight.  

“Being in Roseburg, and not being an Elk, I retired early. The car was in 
darkness and my bedroom window was raised. I heard some people approach-
ing, and when they drew near I heard one read the inscription on the car. His 
comment was, “Too much church.” Without any ado I answered, “Not too much, 
but too many.” Nothing further was said, and I presume that in certain localities 
it’s being whispered about that the nefarious Chapel Car has been known to 

speak.”38  

The second funeral held on the chapel car was at Glenns Ferry, Idaho, in Oc-
tober of 1914, when the little two-year-old son of the store-keeper in town 
passed away. (The first took place in Wallowa earlier.)  

As early as April 1915, when Father Thomas J. Brady was on St. Anthony at 
Juntura, Oregon, arrangements were being made to spruce up St. Peter. Hen-
nessey, who was on St. Peter, was told by Father Ledvina, vice president of the 
Extension Society, “With regard to the painting and repairs on the ‘St. Anthony;’ 
under the circumstances, there is nothing else to be done but to go ahead with 
that too. So, you need not write again for permission, but just use your best 
judgment to have all the necessary work done with a view of putting the car in 

such condition that it will serve its purpose decently.”39
 

Again St. Anthony was going to take a back seat to another chapel car—St. 
Paul, the last of the Catholic fleet. Like St. Peter, St. Paul was donated by Peter 
Kuntz, built at the Barney & Smith shops, and put into service in New Orleans in 
the spring of 1915. It was a state-of-the art car. 

Father Brady was planning to keep St. Anthony at Riverton, Oregon, his next 
stop after Juntura, where a chapel was being built, for quite some time, and Rev. 
Ledvina was glad to hear that news. “That will be all right with us. Old ‘St. An-
thony’ comes in very handy for that kind of work.”   

Fire Damages Car; Future Uncertain 
October 9, 1915, Brady reported that St. Anthony had suffered fire damage 

in a fire in the railroad yards of Riverside where the car was being stored, de-
stroyed a chair car, two stock cars and the water tower. “The chapel car was 
only twenty feet away from the burning tower and was saved from utter de-
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struction only by the hard efforts of the town people. The outside is all scorched 
and blistered from the intense heat, and moreover the panes of glass are bro-
ken. It seems the car should be sent to the shops for the necessary repairs.” 

 The ensuing letter from Extension vice-president Ledvina to George Hen-
nessey about the fire damage matter had a somewhat different tone. “Now re-
garding the future of that car; you expressed in your letter just what Monsignor 
Kelley expressed when he was told about the car being near a fire. He, too, re-
marked that it is a pity the whole thing did not go up. The remark plainly in-
dicted that the poor old “St. Anthony” has gotten now to the “pension age”, and 

it will prove more of a burden than a blessing.”40  

Ledvina confided that the perfect plan would be to bring the car back to 
Chicago and install it as a sacred shrine. The problem was that the society did 
not presently have ground for that, and church politics were indefinite as to the 
naming of a successor to Archbishop James E. Quigley, who had died July 10, 
1915. The final agreement was that the car should be put into presentable con-
dition in case it could be used as a shrine somewhere. 

George Hennessey, who was really the heart and soul of the chapel cars, 
traveled from Chapel Car St. Peter in Oregon to Idaho to care for the shop ar-
rangements and other needs related to St. Anthony, and his expense account re-
flected the mounting costs of keeping the older car in service: Hotel Expenses 
for 90 days at 1.50 per day, $135; Meals at $1 a day, $90, telegrams, $2, trips to 
Salt Lake and Portland, $10, and laundry, $5.50.   

In December of 1916, St. Anthony, was put in good condition with hopper 
and wood toilets removed, all carpets cleaned, roll top desk repaired along with 
kitchen hopper and seats, metal work polished, platforms and draft gear 
changed from wood to steel, steps and board platforms renewed, all battens and 
aprons under windows sills renewed, and fresh interior and exterior paint done 
at the shops of the Oregon Shore Line for $1000. The again resuscitated car was 
placed at Dietrich, Oregon, where there was no Catholic church and where St. 
Peter had just finished a mission.  Mass was said in the car twice a month and 
the car was cared for by some of the ladies of the parish.  

St. Anthony’s work in Oregon resulted in forty-three missions in the Arch-
diocese of Portland and forty-one in the Diocese of Baker. It had seen comple-
tion of eleven churches in the Archdiocese and nine in the Baker diocese, with 
several others under construction. 

A severe blow was given to the mobility of the Catholic cars, as it was with 
the Baptist cars, in April 1917 with entry into World War I. The extension society 
offered the chapel cars to the government to be used as hospital cars or to be 
used in Red Cross work; but the offer was declined on the ground that they had 
sufficient cars for the required purposes.  

St. Anthony served as a chapel in 1918 while the new St. Anthony’s Church 
in Portland, was being built,  and then at Fairfield, Idaho, until July when it was 
removed to the Pocatello shops for an overhaul and exterior painting. In Sep-
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tember 1918, Ledvina, himself now a monsignor, wrote to Hennessey on St. Pe-
ter to tell him that St. Paul, the last extension society chapel car to be built, 
would soon be put into storage. That decision was a result of the Federal Rail-
road Administration at New Orleans declaring it to be a private car and not to be 
hauled if it would interfere with traffic crucial to war efforts. The decision had 
been made to store St. Paul.  

It was hoped that George Hennessey would be able to continue the work on 
the northwest lines with St. Peter, unless he decided to enlist, as he was consid-
ering. As for St. Anthony, it was hope that it could be placed somewhere as a 
chapel during the war.   

In October 1918 Hennessey reported that he had placed St. Anthony at 
Pleasant Valley, Oregon, where there were seven or eight Catholic families and 
where the missionary priest could use it for services. The railroad stored the car 
on a special spur so that it would not be touched as long as it would be there. 
The influenza struck George Hennessey in October just as it did thousands of 
other Americans, and his scheduled stops were delayed as a result of his illness.  

When Rev. Ledvina wrote him January 27, 1919, the news was not good al-
though Hennessey’s health was better. Ledvina was very surprised and disap-
pointed that the chapel cars would be charged for all movement at 25 passenger 
fares or 75 cents per mile when he had been promised by John Barton Payne, 
who was connected with the Legal Department of the Railroad Administration 
that the status of the Catholic cars would not be changed. “Accordingly, there 
must be some mistake . . . but if the rulings stand, I see nothing else to do but 
simply put the Chapel Cars up somewhere as best we can, and go out of busi-
ness as far as Chapel Cars are concerned. But I think this is only a temporary 

excitement, and it will all come out in the washing.”41    

In February, Ledvina express his distress at the thought of giving up the 
chapel car work, but did not see anything else to do under the circumstances. 
The cost of moving the cars would be prohibitive. As an afterthought, Ledvina 
wondered what the Baptists were going to do.  In a letter the next week he sug-
gested that Hennessey be thinking about his own future, in case the chapel car 
work is over. 

Contrary to Ledvina’s hopes, the rule stood. But the status of the chapel cars 
was changed to that of agricultural, demonstration, educational, exhibition fish 
commission, hospital, medical laboratory, mine resource, public health and Red 
Cross Cars—ten fares or the equivalent of 30 cents per mile on lines where the 
one-way passage fare is three cents per mile, or 40 cents per mile in states 
where the one-way passenger fare is four cents per mile. The minimum charge 
for each movement would be $15, parking and storage charges would be waived.  

 The donor of St. Anthony, Ambrose Petry, whose lifestyle had soon reduced 
him to penury and forced him into hiding, one step ahead of creditors, was now 
in business in South America. Although he was many miles away, he still felt 
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that his chapel car could be of service, so extension society officers were careful 
to try and find a suitable home for the eldest Catholic chapel car. 

St. Anthony was taken under the wing of the Oregon Central Railroad, where 
it was stored on a siding near Union, Oregon. It remained there for some time 
and in the fall of 1919, the car was moved free of costs by the Central Railroad 
of Oregon and then the Oregon Trunk Railroad and the Southern Pacific and 
Spokane to Fallbridge, Washington, described by Father Wilfred P. Schoenberg, 
author and historian, “a desolate looking village below barren cliffs on the north 
bank of the Columbia.”    

One story which appears in the files at Loyola University’s Cudahy Library 
archives, written by 
Rev. T. A. Edwards, 
former pastor of the 
church at Fallbridge, 
is that the parishion-
ers of the little town 
of Fallbridge [later to 
be called Wishram], 
who had no church, 
concocted a scheme 
to get the car on their 
side of the river so 
that it could be used 
by them as their place 

of worship. The wife of one of the passenger engineers on one of the railroads 
persuaded her husband to kidnap the car by taking it across the river to the 
Washington side. As the railway men were on strike and not working, they laid 
tracks from the main line of the railroad to a lot in the center of town, and soon 
the car was resting on its new foundation.  There was no reference of such a 
crime in George Hennessey’s accounts, as he only reported that he saw to the 
movement of the car to Fallbridge. 

Whether the story is true or not, the people of Fallbridge loved St. Anthony. 
In January 1920 there was an urgent request for St. Anthony at a new railroad 
town of Crane, but Hennessey wrote Rev. Ledvina, “I told him [the local priest] I 
could not possibly give him the St. Anthony at present because it was being used 
regularly and there would be an open riot if I even mentioned taking it away 

from Fallbridge.” 42  

Houses, trees and lawns soon blocked St. Anthony’s way back to the rail-
road, as the town grew up around the car.  For almost a decade it remained the 
only center of worship in that locality, until it was replaced by a small chapel 
called House of God and Gate of Heaven,  and then later by the Church of St. 
James.  It may have been one of the last Wagner sleeping cars in existence.   The 
altar, pews, vestments, sacred vessels and even the leaded glass were used in 
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the new church, and the altar from St. Anthony at one time being used in St. 
Paul’s School in Yakima, Washington. 

According to Edwards, then pastor of St. James, St. Anthony was left like the 
ship of the desert, the camel, to bleach its bones on the sands of the Columbia 
River. . . “for it was made of wood and in time, it disintegrated and disap-
peared.”   

 

 


